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Introduction

The reason for this book is to attempt to highlight the significance of the history of Israel. While there

are many current events that are already showing the significance of Israel in history and future history,

this book is a reminder of how the LORD has placed Israel in the center of history. A country with less

than 14,000,000 inhabitants being the center of attention is quite impressive. Any other country would

not garner half the attention had they the same number of inhabitants. However, the point is not about

comparing countries to countries, but about showing the significance of Israel's history in the overall

history of the world and the spiritual significance behind the country.

As of the current writing of this book, there are multiple events happening around Israel. Israel

continues to have surrounding countries attempting to provide hostile actions against the country of the

LORD, but there have been new alliances made in the region. There are countries that wish to divide

Israel's complete territory into parts and section it off which goes contrary to what the Scriptures state

about Israel's complete possession and sovereignty of the land. Jerusalem and Israel's authority in its

land is mentioned multiple times in the Scriptures not only in the Old Testament or Torah but also in

the New Testament. Why is Israel so disputed by those of the LORD and by the world? Is this simply

coincidence? Or is there a greater significance that goes deeper than the eyes can see and the ears can

hear. 

Through this book, I attempt to show the significance of Israel and Jerusalem not only to the Israelites,
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but also how significant it is to the LORD. While there may be plans made against the LORD, it is the

LORD's actions that stand throughout history. As seen in the accounts and stories about the three kings

of unified Israel, what the LORD states happens. There are no alternate routes or changes to what the

LORD has written. 

There are many instances in Israel's history where they are surrounded by neighboring hostile nations,

but the LORD promises that the territory is His and that no one will take Israel away from the LORD.

While the nations rage and plot, the LORD laughs and holds the nations in derision. With all the current

events occurring in the world, it is important to keep perspective on the history of a nation that has

endured the test of time, resources, slavery, hostile neighbors, holocausts, invasions, disrespect, among

many other negative actions. All of these obstacles have only made the nation stronger as they are

guided by the hand of the LORD. 

It is truly remarkable to see Israel prospering even after years of battles against neighbors who are

intent on causing destruction. Regardless of the actions of those that attack Israel, it is written in the

Scriptures that those who attack Israel will be dashed and turned backward. It is through fiery boldness

that Israel is able to not only survive in a contested area, but actually thrive and be creative all the

while. 

A country that has recently been placed as number seven among nations concerning innovation and

start-up developments, even in the midst of adversity, they continue to thrive amidst all. If this is not a

striking significance, then you must not be paying attention. Those who stand against Israel usually

voice their negative critics without understanding the history behind one of the oldest nations to exist. I

hope they can understand a bit of history and understand the significance behind Israel's existence. I
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hope this book can be a light among the darkness of some. 

I attempt to show not only the history relating to the Scriptures but also will attempt to relate the

spiritual significance of certain events. Events that have affected the history and continue to have

importance in today's world. The disruption and conflict in the Middle East has been ongoing for

centuries and there are deep resentments between nations concerning how territories should be

apportioned; however, there is no other living breathing document as the Scriptures which already

concede the territory to Israel and provides guidance on how to deal with any conflict that may occur. 

Relating to the topics of this book, Israel was not intended to have kings initially. The LORD had

intended to be the king of Israel and fight alongside Israel. It was only after the people of Israel insisted

multiple times to the prophet Samuel that the LORD decided to allow them to have a king. We will see

how having a king affected Israel, but most importantly how the LORD showed mercy on Israel and

still accompanied them throughout history. History reveals that his covenant is forever true. 

It is difficult to have a book about Israel without going into several different topics such as the Judges

before the Kings of Israel as well as the exodus and exile after  the division that existed in Israel. The

history of Israel is a different history from any other nation. There have been extreme high points as the

unified kingdom of Israel's prosperity under King Solomon, to the low points as seen in the Exile and

Exodus. Even through it all, there is a fervent hope that lives in the hearts of Israelites around the world

knowing that they will be reunited with their beautiful land that the LORD had created and apportioned

for them: The Promised Land. 

This book also does not seek to go into more complex topics such as who is the Messiah as there are
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many different Jewish systems of belief from Messianic Judaism to Orthodox Judaism that have found

Messiah and others that are seeking Messiah. The purpose of the book is to unite believers and share

the faith in the LORD who created this world, selected a nation to be the light of the world, and has

been with them ever since the creation. There is a spiritual conviction to write about a topic that is

considered controversial today, but ultimately controversy to humans means nothing when the LORD

has already chosen how history is written. Nothing can separate us from the LORD, our Savior and

Redeemer. 
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The 12th and Last Judge

The initial reign of the first king of Israel began possibly between 1030-1050 B.C. The Hebrews 

wanted a physical king that would represent his people. They had trusted in the LORD but wanted to 

have a king similar to what other nations had. Here we have a change in attitude of the Hebrew people 

as they wanted to be represented in a similar way as the kingdoms of the world. They had been in battle

against many different nations and had been victorious by the Hand of the LORD. 

They knew they were well represented by the LORD in everything they did. They followed His 

instructions and prospered. However, there were times where they wanted to do as they pleased and 

changed from the strict obedience that was demanded from them into something worldly. There could 

be many reasons why they began to have different ideas as to how they should be governed. They were 

to be different from the world and different from the ideas of the world. They were made different. 

Therefore, they had to follow instructions that were different. 

Throughout their history, the Jewish heritage was protected by the promise that Adonai made to 

Abraham. They would have descendants innumerable as the stars in the sky. In war, they were 

protected by Adonai as they were to claim the promised land that was promised to Abraham and Moses.

The covenant was to be an everlasting covenant that would protect multiple generations of Israelites yet
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to be born. 

Human psychology can demonstrate that possibly Jewish individuals wanted a physical king that could 

guide them in war as other nations had specific leaders that guided them along their battles. Adonai was

guiding them along their battles from on high. The belief in Adonai fighting their battles was important 

as it allowed them the ability to continue. This belief should be enough to lead them to battle. 

As some individuals saw other nations, they wanted to emulate the way they were governed. Either out 

of fear or out of a lack of understanding, they wanted a physical king to accompany them in battle as 

well as to serve as the physical representation of the guidance of the LORD. Adonai explained that they

were to trust in the Lord for He was with them at all times. The unbelief may have led to the continued 

petition for a physical representative. 

While Kingship was a necessary component of organization within a government of a country, the 

Hebrews were organized in a different matter. While they did continue to have a priest in the tents of 

gathering as well as a group of counselors, there was no central authority because GOD occupied the 

central authority. It was only after seeing other nations, that some Jewish individuals may have wanted 

to emulate the same ideas as other countries. This leads to what GOD was stating to his people: do not 

mix with the other nations and do not take their idols for worship. The command was not due to 

authoritarianism, but because it would prevent Israelites from following sinful ways that would divert 

their attention from the blessings that the LORD had destined for them through Abraham's covenant 

with the LORD.

The reason that they were being ruled differently was because they were to serve differently. They were
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to serve in a different way and with a different purpose from other nations. While all nations end up 

serving the purpose of GGOD in the end, it depends how he wants each specific nation to serve. To the 

Jewish tribes, he specifically stated that they were not to emulate the ways of other nations. One 

example was not to marry individuals from other nations since it would tempt them to commit spiritual 

adultery. 

There are many examples of this occurring within the Old Testament. Samson was a judge within the 

Book of Judges who decided to follow after his own beliefs and did not stay firm to the commandments

or instructions given by GOD. While Samson was accomplishing great actions, he decided to take a 

spouse from the Philistines. This ended up hurting Samson as the Philistines would use his wife as a 

way to hurt Samson and take information from him. The Jewish people were new to the area they were 

conquering, and GOD made sure that they needed to know what was necessary to accomplish their 

goals. They had numerous different countries that attempted to fight against them from the Philistines, 

Amalekites, and several other nations. Samson would understand that the Philistines were tricking him 

and were using his wife to get information. This would not only happen once in the beginning of the 

story of Samson but would also occur later in another example. 

The first occasion occurred after he had decided to marry a woman from the Philistines. Samson's 

parents preferred that he marry a woman that was part of the Israelite custom and traditions. Regardless

of the suggestions, Samson decided to take a Philistine as his wife. Marrying a woman from the 

Philistines was a complicating factor since Samson was able to grow strong and was able to accomplish

great tasks. At one point, he had managed to vex the Philistines to the point of not being able to answer 

his riddles. Eventually his wife asked him to tell her the answers to his riddles if he really loved her. 

Samson would go on and tell her due to her insistence. Samson did not know that right after he told her,
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she would then tell the Philistines. To Samson's irritation, he understood that the Philistines had found 

the answer by cheating. 

“And he said to them,

'If you had not plowed with my heifer, 

you would not have found out my riddle.'” -Judges 14:18

After this incident, it was stated that Samson left the first wife and later went on to marry another 

Philistine woman named Delilah. Samson was again accomplishing daring acts by defeating the 

Philistines in battle. Samson would find out the difficult way that his Philistine wife was not to be 

trusted. His wife had been tasked by the Philistines to find out the reason for Samson's prowess. Like 

the first wife, she continued to ask Samson questions until she was told the answer. As soon as she 

knew the reason, she went to tell his secrets to the Philistines. Those in the area wanted to know 

Samson's secret. They devised a plan to attack him through the Philistine women that he liked. 

“When Delilah saw that he had told her all his heart, she sent and called the lords of the 

Philistines, saying, 'Come up again, for he has told me all his heart.'” - Judges 16:18

For these examples, GOD had given the commandment not to mix with the nations as their ways of 

worship and women would certainly turn their hearts away from following GOD. It was through the 

Philistine women's perceived affection that Samson was able to tell his secrets. Otherwise, there would 

be no way to get Samson to disclose the knowledge. 

Samson had proven to be trouble for the Philistines. He had been appointed as a judge of Israel. Prior to
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the creation of a king, Israel had judges which were allowed to judge Israel's inhabitants. Samson was a

judge that had great power and had the ability to defeat multiple enemies at once. While Samson was a 

mighty man, his strength came from the LORD. 

Samson's might allowed him to conquer his enemies, but also falsely led him to believe that his 

strength could even surpass commands. Both times that Samson was betrayed, it was due to his love for

foreign women. This led his heart to stray from keeping his secrets and telling them to his Philistine 

lovers. For this reason, GOD issued a command for the men of Israel not to take wives from 

neighboring regions. By first securing their affection, they could then influence the men to worship 

other gods. This is seen in multiple occasions with other kings of Israel. 

Samson's might also serves as a cautionary tale. An interpretation may signify those talents and 

strengths that GOD gives us should be used with precaution lest they cause us to stray. 
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The Prophets

Before the institution of kings began, the prophets were a special group that demonstrated the need for 

the LORD to speak to His people. The prophet was a messenger that allowed people to understand the 

messages given by the LORD to his people. The messages were spiritual in nature but affected other 

physical and mental components. The prophets were tasked with speaking out the message and 

allowing people to understand the meaning of the message. 

Concerning the message from the previous chapter, the LORD did not want his people to mix with 

other nations lest they worship other gods and learn the idolatry of the other nations. This would occur 

a few times again in other passages. King Solomon would be tempted by his wives as well as King 

Ahab. While Samson's dilemma did not state that there was spiritual idolatry happening, there may be a

sense of division. For King Ahab, it would be spiritual idolatry as the pagan religion would become the 

official religion alongside worship of GOD. It reached to a difficult point when Jezebel decided to 

destroy the prophets of GOD. At this point, it was clear what the desired religion of the time was 

favored to be. The only prophet that appeared to be left after Jezebel's actions and Ahab's condoning of 

the actions was Elijah. Elijah believed he was the last prophet that existed in those terrible times. 

“He said, 'I have been very jealous for the LORD, the GOD of hosts. For the people of Israel 
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have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword,

and I, even I only am left, and they seek my life, to take it away.'” - 1 Kings 19:15

However it is seen that the response given to Elijah from GOD was a response of someone who cares 

for his prophets. GOD cared so much for Elijah that He choose to decide events that would lead to the 

anointing of two new kings and one new prophet. Elijah believed that he would be the only prophet left

in the land after Jezebel had decided to threaten him. However, this was not the case as GOD mentions 

that history is about to change for those wicked individuals who had threatened the prophet of GOD. 

Ahab would no longer be the king of Israel, there would be a new king of Syria, and a new prophet 

would also be anointed. When it seemed to Elijah that GOD had abandoned him, it was actually the 

time that GOD decided to send reinforcements and alter the course of Israel's history. No longer would 

he allow the wicked to continue their reign of terror against GOD's chosen people. 

“And the LORD said to him, 'Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when

you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. And Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall 

anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to 

be prophet in your place. And the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu put to 

death, and the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. Yet I will leave

seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has 

not 'kissed him'.” - 1 Kings 19: 15-18

While kings had the ability to govern creating dictates and orders, it was GOD who had the final say. 

King Ahab and Queen Jezebel had decided to go against GOD's people on multiple occasions. Due to 

their actions, including the most recent threat against a prophet of GOD, GOD decides that it is now 
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time for a new remnant to be created. While Elijah believed that he was alone as a prophet of GOD, 

GOD promises that there would be another prophet in the place of Elijah. Not only would GOD 

provide a new prophet, he would also create a remnant of believers in Israel that had not turned their 

heart from GOD. Elijah is given good news to the actions that were taken against him. 

Here we see how GOD goes to action for his people. While King Ahab was king of Israel, his actions 

did not help the people of Israel. He turned the hearts of his people to the worship of different religions.

Aside from actively going against the first commandment, under the influence of his wife, Ahab 

attacked the prophets of GOD. The final straw came when Jezebel decided to threaten the prophet 

Elijah. 

While a king has importance in governing and deciding many actions for his people, GOD ultimately 

decides the fate of the nations. Elijah was in trouble, and although Ahab was an Israelite king, Elijah 

was the one who was doing the purpose of GOD. Ahab had taken sides with his wife to institute the 

worship of other gods along with the inability to see how he was not reigning to the purpose of GOD. 

GOD had shown several signs through Elijah that he needed to correct his errors, but instead choose to 

follow Jezebel through sin. 

These passages should be enough to allow believers to know that GOD is with them as long as they 

continue to follow GOD's commandments. He does not forsake his people. Elijah felt all alone after 

having tremendous pressure brought against him for following his calling from GOD. Yet he was not 

abandoned. A new association would be created from the previous events. There would be a new king 

in Syria, a new king in Israel, and a new prophet. 
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There were other examples where the mixing between beliefs led to diluted fervor and idolatry. The 

best example included the example of Ahab and Jezebel. Ahab was a ruling Jewish king who decided to

take the princess of Tyre (Phoenicia) as his wife and caused him to err from his biblical roots. The 

result was a reign that hurt his country and placed him at a disadvantage. While these examples may 

paint the picture as to why certain commandments and instructions were to be held.

Elijah was not the only prophet that attempted to do the purpose of the LORD throughout his life. 

Although Samuel was faithful through his work, similar to Elijah, he had to go against the wishes of the

king. Samuel, a prophet of GOD, was chosen to anoint a king from among the Jewish individuals. The 

king that was chosen was Saul. This would allow Israel to have that which it wanted and feel safe with 

their provisions met. GOD cared for them so much that he allowed them to have a physical 

representation of what the other nations had. Saul would be a king that would rule Israel and lead the 

way to the rise of David. 

Nathan would be the prophet during the time of King David and King Solomon. Nathan would also 

have to speak truth to power. When King David wanted to build the temple, King David receives a 

message from Nathan that King David is not to build the temple yet and is instead to leave the building 

of the temple to his son. Some may understand that Nathan was communicating a message to King 

David concerning the purpose of the LORD and understand that the purpose of the LORD supersedes 

the purpose of the king. Others may believe that the king should be allowed to do as he pleases. Nathan

was a prophet who was communicating a message from the LORD and King David understood this. 

Nathan would serve a monumental role in allowed King David to understand his sin. Through Nathan's 

message is King David able to turn away from his sin and once again strive to walk uprightly. In many 
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nations, the king's word was the only word that mattered, but here we see that even the king is able to 

humble himself by the words of the prophet that are messages from the LORD. The king humbles 

himself to the LORD in order to continue to do the right decision. 

While Nathan was working as the messenger of the LORD, it may be understandable to feel that 

whenever a prophet, messenger, or individual spoke words of authority against a king, there could be a 

sense of possible confrontation. However, as seen in the passages, King David understands completely 

his sin instead of denying the message. Here we see two great actions in place. The first is the dutiful 

role of the prophet that does the purpose of the LORD regardless of the circumstance. The second is the

acceptance of the message by the king and the following of repentance. This allows us to see that those 

who follow the LORD understand the word of the LORD and follow it. Both Nathan, the prophet, and 

King David sought to do the purpose of the LORD and the LORD helped them both. 



19

The Beginning of the Unified Monarchy

When GOD decides to select Saul as king, the manner in which the selection occurred shows how 

GOD wished the best for his people. Saul was chosen because he was tall and handsome and different 

in appearance from all the other candidates. Saul also was chosen in a manner that displays GOD's 

greatness. When human beings attempt to pick the best, they look for external qualities only. GOD 

chose Saul based on more than just his external qualities. Saul came out from the tribe of Benjamin 

which was the humblest of the tribes. In a similar manner, GOD was setting the ground to choose His 

king based on his humble roots. 

This indicates that GOD chooses individuals who are not considered the most viable option by the 

world. He chooses those that the world would shun. However, GOD is able to renew and create them 

anew and show them that they are capable of doing everything that GOD wants them to do. It is seen 

multiple times throughout the Scriptures, and it is a theme that is recurrent. He does not choose the one 

with most connections or the one with the most wealth, but chooses the humble. 

In a similar fashion, GOD would choose King David to be king over Israel. David was not a wealthy 

merchant or an acquaintance of the present king. David was a shepherd who tended to his father's 

sheep. Like Saul previously who was looking for his father's donkeys, GOD chooses individuals who 
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would be seen as inferior by the world and exalts them to places that no one ever imagined. This is 

because GOD uses his greatness to show us who is in control. 

GOD also shows that he is able to change a person as seen with Saul. Initially, Saul was humble and 

did not know much about what he was appointed to do. Quickly, it states that as there were prophets in 

the street, Saul was told to go along with the prophets and to start to prophesy. GOD had changed who 

Saul was from the individual who was clueless about the prophets of GOD to being able to prophesy 

with the prophets. 

So radical was the change in the personality of Saul that even individuals who had met him in the past 

were astounded at how Saul could prophesy. There is nothing too great for GOD. He was able to 

change Saul into the king that would command Israel into battle against the enemies. He is the GOD 

that was able to protect David as well from all the troubles that he experienced. He is a GOD that 

redeems and holds true to his words. 

King Saul was picked by God to become the first Israelite king. Samuel, the prophet, was told that 

King Saul would be anointed as king by God. This proved the importance of the prophet. Samuel 

would play a big role within the ruling of the Israelite state from the beginning. While priests were 

important in many kingdoms and religions in order to obtain the favor of divine help, GOD made it 

clear that the distinction initially of not wanting Israel to have kings. It was only after people 

continually pleaded and asked for a king that He decided to give them a king. 

Saul was a commander and had commanded Israel against many of its enemies. He was decisive in 

battle and allowed Israel to conquer the enemies. While being the first king of Israel, Saul made several
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mistakes that would affect him. He would not pay attention to what GOD spoke to him to do, and 

Samuel was distressed because of the actions of Saul. Some of the actions included not devoting the 

Amelakites to destruction when they were given over to the Israelites. GOD had instructed for Saul to 

defeat and conquer the enemies and leave nothing behind. Everything was supposed to be devoted to 

destruction from the people of the land to the animals. Instead of following the commandment, King 

Saul decided to leave the Amelakite king alive as well as leave specific fattened animals alive as well. 

Saul did not choose to obey GOD and caused Samuel to be greatly distressed for his actions. 

Prior to Saul being elected king by the LORD, Samuel was a prophet and judge that attempted to keep 

the people of Israel intact by allowing them to understand that God wanted them to follow his 

commandments and to love GOD above all else. He attempted to have the Israelites stop the dual 

worship of GOD and other deities. The intent was for the people to only worship GOD. He made sure 

the people understood by telling them directly. 

“And Samuel said to all the house of Israel, 'If you are returning to the LORD with all your 

heart, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtaroth from among you and and direct your 

heart to the LORD and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the 

Philistines.'So the people of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtaroth, and they served the 

LORD only.” - 1 Samuel 7:2-4

He was faithful and made sure to address any deficiencies that existed in the Israelite people at the 

time. He prayed fervently for his people as it was a way to possibly affect them so they could continue 

doing the LORD's work without failing. Even when he instructed them that asking for a king was not 
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something that GOD wanted, he still continued praying for them as he cared deeply for them. 

The people had wanted a king to rule over them instead of a judge. Samuel was displeased and wanted 

to know the reasoning for the change in the people's attitudes. They had recently been pleased by the 

actions of Samuel and everything GOD had done for them.

“And the LORD said to Samuel, 'Obey the voice of the people in all that they say to you, for 

they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king over them. According to 

all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this day, 

forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you. Now then, obey their voice; 

only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over 

them.” - 1 Samuel 8:6-9

As a dedicated prophet, he wanted to make sure that his people were on the correct path serving GOD 

and also that GOD would not be angered by the actions of his people. He served as an intermediary 

between GOD and his people. The role was not a simple role. It required a lot of dedication and 

perseverance as seen during the reign of King Saul. Even prior to that, the people of Israel would 

occasionally take idols which was against the First Commandment. Being a prophet  meant Samuel had

to speak against these actions and allow the people to understand how their actions would affect them 

and their relationship to the LORD. This must have taken not only strength and resilience to go against 

the actions of many people, but also a lot of love to carefully redirect them to the correct path.

Even before the reign of King Saul, the previous passage demonstrates that the people were not entirely

sure about some aspects of how they were being ruled. They had judges, prophets, and most 
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importantly GOD who was with them. Now they wanted a king to rule over them. Samuel was troubled

yet GOD reassured him that it was not Samuel that they did not want but rather it was GOD that they 

had decided to not follow. 

Samuel felt rejected as he was serving as a messenger and intermediate between the LORD and the 

people. Even through this, Samuel thinks that maybe, he is the one that is not getting through to the 

people or not offering a strong enough solution. This shows that the prophet was not only willing to 

have power but was humble enough to try to help his people be in connection with the LORD by 

following his commandments. 

GOD would also point out the reason why there was not meant to be a king for Israel all this time. Not 

only was GOD ruling as King over Israel, but there were earthly requirements that a king would need. 

A king would require a certain amount of people to work for him specifically to cater to his needs. It 

would require a large amount of resources to be distributed for the king's use only. The people seemed 

to disregard this and state that they needed a king to rule over them. Samuel would tell GOD what the 

people wanted and GOD would allow them to have a king. 

“So Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking for a king from him.

He said, 'These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and

appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and to run before his chariots. And he will 

appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his 

ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his 

chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the 

best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. He will take 
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your male servants and female servants and the best of your young men and your donkeys, and 

put them to his work. He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. And in 

that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the 

LORD will not answer you that day.” - 1 Samuel 8:10-18

There would be many requirements from the people to give to the newly decided king. Even with all 

these requirements, the people preferred to have a king. They would be giving a portion of their work 

and professions in order to have a king. GOD wanted them to feel secure and have all these things for 

themselves, but the people wanted a physical king. 

During the reign of King Saul, there were specific actions that displeased the LORD. While King Saul 

attempted to listen to Samuel, there were times when it seemed that the commandments were not being 

followed. Another instance that occurred was when King Saul decided to offer a sacrifice when the 

only individual who was allowed to offer sacrifices was the high priest or prophet. Samuel had gone 

out and had not returned and King Saul was in the middle of possibly going out to battle or waiting for 

another nation to go to battle against him. Instead of trusting and waiting for the return of Samuel, King

Saul decided to do the sacrifice without Samuel. Just as he had completed the sacrifice, Samuel 

returned and asked King Saul what he was doing. 

There were specific rules and commandments that were needed to be followed. There were some things

that were not meant to be done on account of the rules and customs made holy. Samuel was greatly 

distressed again as he knew the rules and the commandments greatly. Things were to be done in a 

certain order and fashion instead of being done by anyone or at anytime. This is another concept that 

greatly separated the Israelites from the rest of the nations. The commandments were held to a high 
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standard and had to be done specifically as they were dictated or written down. The role of the high 

priest and/or prophet was important in the daily lives of the Israelite people. 
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Transition of Power

When attempting to bring about a sacrifice for his people, the high priest and/or prophet needed to 

make sure that every rule was followed prior to entering the tent of sacrifice. The hands were to be 

washed, the clothing had to be special clothing, the day had to be specific, the time of day had to also 

be specific. These details were written down and could only be done by the high priest and/or prophet 

at the time. For anyone else to do the sacrifice would incur a precautionary message. King Saul decided

to carry out the action without consulting the prophet. 

While the king had authority to decide specific actions, it was GOD who was the ruler of Israel. The 

king was asked for by the people and was a way to help people understand that GOD cared about them 

and wanted to keep them safe and make them feel safe. This did not signify that the new king would 

have the authority to rule over the decision of GOD. GOD was King of kings. GOD was the ultimate 

decision maker in the matters of Israel. It was GOD who took them out of Egypt and it was GOD who 

would make sure to keep them safe and sound in the territory he would apportion for them. 

King Saul had difficulties in understanding the commandments placed upon him. When Samuel was no

longer in the kingdom, he grew more distressed for the lack of the prophet. GOD had no longer shown 

him signs and dreams due to his constant rejection of what GOD had commanded him to do. He grew 
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more worried and distressed as time went by. The actions towards David may show exactly this 

constant stress. 

David had appeared from out of nowhere to fight a giant that was threatening the Israelites in battle. 

When the giant asked for a battle, no one rose up to fight the giant. David would take on the battle and 

demonstrate to the giant who the LORD is. Initially King Saul saw David in a favorable light until he 

began to have differing opinions. Saul would grow to hate David for his ability and prowess to defeat 

the enemies of Israel. David would show signs of wanting to serve King Saul and the Israelites for his 

immense faith in the LORD. So great was the envy of King Saul against David that he attempted 

multiple times to hurt him. 

Saul would attempt to hurt David multiple times and attempt to find his whereabouts when David 

would flee. When David continued to show signs of his goodwill toward Saul, Saul seemed to 

understand momentarily but quickly sought a way to get rid of David. 

“And afterward David's heart struck him, because he had cut off a corner of Saul's robe. He said

to his men, ' The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to my lord, the LORD's anointed, to 

put out my hand against him, seeing he is the LORD's anointed.' So David persuaded his men 

with these words and did not permit them to attack Saul. And Saul rose up and left the cave and 

went on his way.” - 1 Samuel: 24: 5-7

David attempted multiple ways to get to Saul until he had to go into exile for his own peace of mind. 

Saul no longer understood the reality that was going on. He saw David as a foe rather than the 

individual who was helping him defeat his enemies. This happened initially when David was able to 
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slay Goliath. Then David was helping to fight a  battle against the enemies of Israel and help King 

Saul. However, envy quickly set in the heart of King Saul. There was no longer any joy in seeing David

defeat the enemies of Israel, but instead the king felt inferior to David while being king. 

“And the women sang to one another as they celebrated, 'Saul has struck down his thousands, 

and David his ten thousands.' And Saul was very angry, this saying displeased him. He said, 

'They have ascribed to David ten thousands and to me they have ascribed thousands, and what 

more can he have but the kingdom?And Saul eyed David from that day on.” - 1 Samuel 18: 7-9

This had a spiritual basis as well. During Saul's reign there was a mention of a spirit wanting to go and 

make Saul live in fear. The spirit was sent to affect Saul. This is what occurred to Saul when he was 

ruling. The spirit of madness had affected him. This was due to his envy of David. David did not intend

evil on King Saul and was only accomplishing what GOD had placed David to do. Instead of being 

pleased by how David was fighting for the LORD and for the Israelites, King Saul was displeased. 

“The next day a harmful spirit from GOD rushed upon Saul, and he raved within his house 

while David was playing the lyre, as he did day by day.” - 1 Samuel 18: 10

These instances may indicate that the role of king is not easy and requires complete obedience to GOD 

even when it may seem that previous mistakes do not affect the individual. In Solomon's reign, there 

were several instructions that were left to Solomon that he was not to partake. 

Aside from the commandments, there were special commandments that were made for Solomon being 
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a king. The first was that he was not to have gold and silver accumulated. The second was that he was 

not supposed to have accumulated horses. The third was that he was not supposed to worship other 

deities. These were special commandments that may have applied to kings as well. The reason being 

that they described the faithful obligation of a king to worship the LORD and to wait for the LORD to 

not only defend His Kingdom and people, but also for the king to trust in the LORD at all times. 

The rule concerning gold and silver was to allow the king to have faith in GOD that He would provide 

for the king's and kingdom's needs. It was known at the time that there was an accumulation of much 

gold during the reign of Solomon, something to the belief of more than tons of gold in today's time. 

This could easily lead an individual to believe that their strength comes from their wealth. Due to the 

resources, an individual may put their trust in the amount of wealth rather than in GOD. 

The prohibition of having many horses was due to the individual not placing all their trust in their 

might. Horses signified the connection to chariots and military power. If a king was not allowed to 

accumulate horses, it was so that they trust in the LORD to help if there was ever the need of a battle. It

would be GOD who would fight for the king and give him victory over his enemies. Therefore, an 

army was needed, but a king should not have an accumulation of horses for his own personal benefit 

because it would indicate that the individual trusted in the ability of their own military power than in 

the power that comes from GOD. 

The third restriction was to prevent the individual from straying from the commandments of GOD. The

first commandment was among one of the most important. It indicates fidelity to GOD spiritually. It 

allows individuals to understand that GOD is there to provide and in such a manner that there shall be 

no substitutes or other ways by which the individual would obtain gains. The LORD will provide. 
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Therefore, it was important to understand that GOD made commandments so that the individual would 

trust in the LORD and also that the LORD was preventing the individual from falling into common 

traps. By being self-sufficient, an individual could stray from the commandments and start feeling the 

ability to accomplish everything by himself. This often leads to a dark path as it signifies that a human 

being can actually accomplish everything without the LORD. 

This is a risky path to take as it attempts to make a human being close to a god. While GOD does state 

that we are gods and made in the image of GOD; however, we are when in service to him. However, if 

we decide to steer away from GOD, we get tempted into believing that we could actually be made into 

something greater without the LORD than with GOD. This is so dangerous and has been a way to 

tempt humanity since the beginning of time. 

In our present age, the commandments continue to prove why they are important. They are able to 

prevent us from trusting in our own self. No matter the amount of wealth, power, connections, benefits,

pleasure, accumulated resources, houses, cars, or material items, they do not suffice. They will never 

suffice. This may lead to individuals believing that they themselves are the source of all their benefits 

and blessings and therefore can do well without GOD. This is false. Whatever is accomplished in this 

world stays in this world. It is not taken to the next world. It is not saved or safe guarded. It will all 

perish except for yourself. You are more important than material resources. There is a spiritual 

component that actually matters more. This may be one of the reasonings of why the commandments 

were to be upheld to prevent idolatry or egotism to increase to the point of believing that one can 

provide for oneself. GOD was there to provide for His creation.

 

To this effect, there was a reasoning as to why kings were not allowed to trust in their might, resources, 
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power, connections, or their own self-sufficiency. While they may have been gifted by GOD to 

accomplish great tasks including being king of a nation, it did not mean that they themselves had 

placed themselves on the throne and were going to reign by themselves. It was GOD who made it all 

happen. Therefore, they had to make sure to include GOD and trust GOD in everything that they did. 

This does not mean that everyone understands the message or the importance of faith in GOD. That is 

the reason why some strayed to serve as lesson as to what should not be done. King Saul is a lesson of 

why we should trust in the LORD. King Saul served the LORD while he acted righteously and also 

when he did not because he was serving as an example of what believers should not do. King Saul 

would do things that served him and his heart, but did not serve the LORD. 

These are examples of what should not be done. Making the connection to the New Testament, we see 

how Judas and Peter, both served the LORD. However, one served the LORD as a good example and 

the other as a bad example. Peter denied the LORD for fear of being sentenced like Jesus the Christ 

was sentenced. His reaction was normal as to what any sheep would do when the shepherd is no longer 

with them. Jesus fed his disciples with spiritual food, the word of GOD, and also with bread. Once he 

was taken by the deal that was made between Judas and the Sanhedrin, Peter feared. However, Peter 

continued to love the LORD and regretted his denial. Jesus knew this and asked him three times after 

his resurrection if Peter loved him. Peter responded thrice that he did. Jesus knew this and wanted to 

show him that he understood the fear that Peter felt when the LORD was being taken captive for a little

moment. 

The other example of Judas is far more sinister and not so innocent. Judas was a money changer, 

meaning someone who was accustomed to having money and seeing money. He may have been in love 

with money. Judas would attempt to one up Jesus on some occasions. Think about this. A sinful human 
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trying to upset or prove GOD wrong. When a woman was pouring perfume on Jesus and using her hair 

as cloth to clean Jesus' feet in preparation for the passover, unwittingly Judas showed his envy and 

wanted to show how self righteous he was in appearance. He wanted the perfume to be sold and the 

money given to the poor. While some may side with Judas for the intention, it was a show to place 

himself on a pedestal of good intentions. 

When Judas decided to betray Jesus at the Last Supper, Judas' true self was shown in full display. 

Someone who wants to help the poor does not attempt to virtue signal or attempt to put to shame a 

woman who was trying to serve her role in history as the individual who was preparing Jesus' for the 

death and resurrection. No. Because Judas was not looking to do good. He was there as an envious 

betrayer learning and attempting to understand why an individual would attempt to save the world and 

bring good news to a world. Judas did not know his role or what purpose he was set for until the 

apportioned time had come. He would unknowingly attempt to sell GOD to the high priests. Think 

about that for a moment. 

He decided to sell Jesus for pieces of silver. This demonstrates his true love for money over the love of 

the Creator, soon to be redeemer, and King of Kings. His virtue signaling was a facade made to cover 

the love of money. The love of the replaceable. The love of the perishable. The love of the instant 

gratification. The love for the finite. 

Judas believed that he had a right to sell Jesus to the Sanhedrin. What absurdity to anyone who 

understands that power, authority, and dominion of GOD. Yet Judas believed that he could. And so do 

people who commit evil acts think that they have the authority to commit such acts only to know later 

that they have betrayed themselves and those who loved them the most. Judas would understand all of 
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this in a moment after he had done his act and his purpose. His envy knew no bounds and needed to 

feel that he had the authority to give up the Son of Man to a corrupt institution at the time. Judas would 

commit an act of self destruction after comprehending what he had done. 

Therefore, Judas serves as an example of what any believer must protect themselves from achieving 

once they have sunk down to the dark recesses of envy, hatred, destruction, self-loathing, and 

ultimately self-made demise. 

Also bizarre to the situation, it was one of Jesus' apostles and the religious institution that decided to 

plan against Jesus. The two places that people would least expect to commit such level of betrayal. 

Surely the state would have more to do with this, but it was the religious institution and an apostle that 

would decide to act against Jesus. It is interest to see that sometimes what appears to be only appears to

be and is not what is. Esse Quad Videre. 

The Old and New Testament of the Bible offer parallels and a continuation that is not seen in any other 

historical book. Would King Saul's betrayal of David form as a precursor to this previous betrayal. 

David was only fighting for the LORD and that would include the LORD's anointed. Now, I am not 

equating King Saul to Judas although the similar spirit of envy did reside in both. King Saul failed to 

see how David was one of the men that he could trust. Twice did David have an opportunity to take 

Saul down, but decided against it for his place in governing. David wanted to follow the LORD's 

commandments and even to his own hurt decided to leave King Saul alive. In a similar fashion, it was 

King Saul who would hurt himself in the long run. David would grow and become stronger while Saul 

would decline to the point of consulting a medium to raise Samuel to tell him what he wanted to hear. 
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This intense situation is important to understand. The king had grown envious of a warrior. He decided 

to follow him around and know everything about him. He did not leave him in peace but pursued him 

continually. David wrote the Psalms to indicate the pain he was experiencing going through the events 

he had gone through. The first king in the history of Israel was envious of the individual who would 

become the second king. The progeny of the first king would be passed over and the kingdom would be

inherited by divine command rather than royal succession. The unknown shepherd man would become 

the king and would rise to establish a kingdom that was unified. His faith would be different from the 

faith of the previous kings. Where David was being chased and stalked and hunted down with no 

regard for his life as an individual, he continued to have faith in the LORD. The LORD delivered him 

out of every situation due to his faith. He allowed the LORD to act when he did not know what was 

happening in his life. 

Imagine yourself being placed in David's sandals or situation. You have just defeated a giant and have 

allowed the people of Israel to breath easily as the foe has now been conquered. The Philistines would 

lose heart and lose continuous battles against Israel. David had changed the course of the battle through

his faith. Israel had taken the upper hand against its enemies and was able to breath relief from all the 

struggles it had gone through. David had been the individual who had restored confidence against the 

Philistines. 

Just as you think that you are going to keep fighting battles against the enemies of Israel, you sense 

something is going on. The king invites you to dine but he stares at you. He continues to look at you as 

if to understand who you are or what you are? You feel uneasy at the attention but you continue to have

faith in your work. 
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The king continues to stare and sends individuals to look at what you are doing and where you are 

going. Now you begin to feel that the king's admiration has turned into envy and feel that he feels 

threatened by your actions. Nevertheless you continue to work hard to fight the enemies of the LORD 

and the king. 

You begin to experience the same situation over and over again. You protect yourself, you pray, and 

you hope for the best. The king continues to stalk your presence and attempts to make you feel less. 

You have faith in the LORD and continue. 

Finally, you are tired of it all and attempt to dialogue with the king. When you have the ability to 

devote the king to destruction, you decide against it. Then another opportunity presents itself and you 

allow him to live. Through all this, you attempt to understand what is happening and why this is 

happening, but even through it all you trust in the LORD. 

David's faith is astounding as it proves to us how faith can work in our lives. David was to experience 

pain by the same king that he had helped. Instead of looking for vengeance by his own hand, he 

allowed the LORD to take care of the situation. Eventually, the LORD took care of the situation. King 

Saul would be no more while David would become king over Israel. 
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The Reign of King David

King David was a king that managed to unite the kingdoms of Israel. There were many different 

regions that proved difficult to unite. King David was a man of immense faith. From the beginning of 

his reign to the end, Israel experienced the heightened sense of unification. No other time was Israel as 

united as in the time of King David. Even during the reign of King Saul, Israel was not as unified as in 

the time of King David. When King Solomon took command, he inherited the unified kingdom that 

King David had fought for. Once King Solomon inherited the kingdom to his son, the kingdom of 

Israel was divided into two main regions which were North Israel and Judah. This was due to the sins 

committed under King Solomon which resulted in a change of structure of the kingdoms of Israel. 

However, this would not occur right away. This would occur after King Solomon's time as king since 

God would spare King Solomon the events due to the amount of love He had for King Solomon's 

father. 

Even under a unified kingdom, there were multiple events that led to stress and difficulties within. 

While King David would be able to accomplish many tasks and expand the kingdom, there were 

difficulties experienced. In the personal sense, David had attracted the attention of Israel at a very 

young age with his battle against the Philistine's giant Goliath. It was at this time that Israel, including 

the king, took notice of David. They were surprised that such a young man could defeat someone that 
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had been a warrior their whole life. Many did not believe that David was a warrior of the LORD since 

the day he was born. He shepherded his father's sheep and made sure that none went missing. While 

many would consider the job, a small one, it demanded leadership with the resources of his father. 

David was able to keep the sheep that his father had commanded him to tend to. When one sheep went 

missing, he made sure that he returned it to the rest of the flock. When a bear or lion went after one of 

his sheep, he made sure that it was brought back safe and sound. He had stricken a bear and a lion 

when each attempted to take one of his sheep. Such devout fervor allowed David to face many of the 

challenges that lay ahead including fighting the philistine. If he was able to defeat and conquer a bear 

or a lion, what would a human being be to him?

Many who were at the side of the King did not understand this portion of history. They saw a young 

boy who only tended to sheep. What would he do against a warrior? Even his brother was irritated by 

his younger brother's presence at the field where the warriors were standing. Even more so was the 

irritation when David volunteered with his belief in fighting a warrior. The king wanted to know who 

were David's parents. There was so much unbelief as to who this Israelite was and why he wanted to 

fight? None of the other Israelite warriors wanted to take on the task. 

King David was able to take down Goliath and also made sure that the strength of the LORD was seen 

at every moment. Not once was there any doubt to the accomplishment that would ensue as soon as he 

was placed in the field. Goliath attempted to shake the resolute David with banter which did not work. 

King David quickly took his sling and placed a rock onto it and began moving the sling. The rock 

would take on a projectile pathway that would lodge up in the forehead of Goliath striking and 

annihilating the giant. Astounded and relieved, the Israelites and the King were glad to see David 
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triumphant against the warrior. 

While the triumph was celebrated, there were events that would take place that seem difficult to 

understand. King Saul would then take great notice of David and would make sure to note what he did. 

Such was the obsession of King Saul for David that it led to some weird situations where David had to 

ask GOD for help due to the amount of pressure being brought forth from Saul. While David had 

accomplished one of the greatest feats in history, it seemed to cause the envy of King Saul to spark. 

King Saul could have also gone to battle like some kings did in the past. He could have gone to fight 

against the Philistines, but did not. The gladness of defeating the Philistines was quickly met with the 

realization that there was a bolder individual who could one day take the throne or at least make strides 

to reach it. While David was looking to satisfy GOD and help His people in whichever way he could, 

Saul looked at the Philistine's defeat as a challenge to his rule. 

In the Scriptures, it states that King David began to have some difficult situations with King Saul who 

would invite him to attend events only to then attempt to inflict some kind of harm to him. Only 

through GOD's help and the assistance of Jonathan or other individuals, was he able to exit without 

harm. It is difficult to try to understand what was going on with King Saul's decisions. He had a strong 

warrior at his disposal who was loyal to the state and understood where he stood in his place to the 

kingdom, yet King Saul decided to attack him and stalk his steps? If this was due to him feeling 

threatened with the way David was able to move and act for his GOD, it was something that could be 

taken to the prophets or in prayer. It is unknown if this is something that did or did not happen. 

What did happen was the continued attacks against David from which he was saved from. Why would 

a King feel threatened by an individual who did not even have a royal bloodline to affect reign at the 
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moment. To some Israelites, the heritage of David was filled with possible controversies. Yet the events

that transpired indicated that David caused fear and possibly envy in Saul. The first king of Israel was 

unknowingly opposed to the second king that would be brought about in succession. Whether through 

subconsciousness or intuition, Saul knew about David's power, strength, and most importantly faith. 

There was a time where GOD spoke to Saul and told him about an individual who would take the 

throne. Saul did not know who this individual would be, but as soon as he saw David he understood 

who the individual was. King Saul devised multiple schemes to attack David but the LORD spared 

David from Saul. King Saul was even placed in the hand of David two times and David still spared 

Saul since he knew the rules and followed GOD's commandments. He knew that the king of the 

Israelites was an anointed individual who had favor with GOD. Therefore, to strike at a favored 

individual would incur wrath and destruction from the Creator. 

David spoke about the time when he had Saul in his hands when Saul had decided to enter into a dark 

cave to relieve himself. David and his men were deep in the cave when they knew that the person who 

was approaching was King Saul. David had a chance to strike Saul and alleviate his problems once and 

for all. He went and sliced a piece of Saul's cloth and felt his heart. There was something about the 

action that caused stress to David. In the past, cutting a piece of cloth was seen as an action of 

humiliation and provocation; however, David did not intend for this to be the reason for the action. He 

wanted to show King Saul that he had him in a place where he could potentially have struck him, but 

decided against it. The piece of cloth was simply evidence confirming this event. 

Here David takes an act that could have potentially provocative reactions and attempted to show his 

care and kindness towards the king. He turned an action that signified provocation and turned it into 
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evidence for his goodwill towards the king. David was able to approach Saul and tell him of what had 

transpired in the cave. Saul understood that David meant well and that he decided against attacking 

Saul. Such action would have assuaged the fear of many of the intentions of David. This did not 

happen. 

It was documented that Saul continued to attempt to find David even after this event occurred. It is 

difficult to understand how Saul could have acted in this way. One of the reasons could be due to his 

fear of losing the king position, another could be due to paranoia of the harming spirit that was sent to 

him, and another could be due to being envious of the actions that David took for the Israelite people 

while he was king. David attempted to help his people from the onset of his scene at the battle against 

Goliath. He did not seek fame, fortune, or benefits, but simply the ability to fight for GOD and to be 

able to help his Israelite brethren and sisters. 

On a second event similar to the previous event, David was able to enter the tent of Saul and while 

David and his men could have led Saul and his men to destruction, he decided to only take his spear 

and clothing. This was only to once again show his intentions towards the king. Even after this event 

occurred and David returned the items back to their owner, David was able to show Saul once again 

that he was not looking to harm King Saul. Saul would show David with words that he understood but 

would continue to harass David. 

Even with the evidence in plain sight, Saul continued to harass David again and again. David even had 

to leave Israel and go towards the land of the Philistines to be able to feel safe again. An exile of his 

own land, David continued working on a way to potentially get back to Israel. 
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David continued having faith in God and some of the psalms can be seen going hand in hand with 

events occurring in Kings and Chronicles. This cross reference of events and dialogue is admirable and 

important because it gives us a first hand account as how a person felt as the event was going on. 

David's prayers and faith was made known as he confronted specific events in his life that 

demonstrated his complete devotion to GOD. 

These instances and events allow for us to understand the many different factors that were affecting the 

Israelite state at the time of King David's time. Israel was still a new nation that was attempting to stand

firm against all the surrounding nations. GOD had given Israel the land, the resources, the strength, and

everything they needed to survive. Once the people asked for a king, GOD allowed them to have a 

king. These instances show how a merciful GOD provided for his people and continues to provide to 

this day.  

After Saul had fallen and King David was made king, he was able to unite the kingdom and expand the 

borders of Israel. The LORD would give King David the ability to defeat the enemies of Israel. Among 

the number of surrounding nations, the Philistines and Amalekites were nations that were known to 

commit hostile actions against Israel. King David was able to fight the battles against his enemies and 

provide the kingdom of Israel the ability to gain resources and defeat their enemies. 

“Then all Israel gathered together to David at Hebron and said, 'Behold, we are your bone and 

flesh. In times past, even when Saul was king, it was you who led out and brought in Israel. And

the LORD your GOD said to you, 'You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be 

prince over my people Israel.' So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron before the 

LORD. And they anointed David king over Israel, according to the word of the LORD by 
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Samuel.” - 1 Chronicles 11: 1-3

This shows that the people of Israel had grown with David's strength and courage and felt that they 

were connected to him as he was connected to Israel. While King Saul may have been the first king, the

people had grown in their belief in David as possibly a defender of Israel. They go so far as to say that 

they are “your bone and flesh” with David. The connection is felt spiritually and even physically by the

people. Similarly, this inter-connection between the Jewish individuals and David will provide a 

foundation along with the faith in the LORD that will sustain them through difficult times. 

For this reason community is important when dealing with situations. While individuals should trust in 

the LORD, the LORD still wants us to have community with each other and defend and protect each 

other. As seen in this passage, the people had already placed it in their hearts that David would be the 

next king that would represent Israel. They learned to acknowledge David as an important figure even 

when Saul was king. It was this exact point that had possibly caused Saul's envy of David. The people 

had grown to love David for his strength and his courage and faith in the LORD above all else. 

The faith of David was not only a constant theme within his reign, but throughout his entire life. One 

cannot take apart the faith from each act that David attempted. David would be anointed king which 

was a common tradition that occurred in Israel when choosing a new king or prophet. The anointed 

symbolize that the LORD had chosen the individual to rule as king or to be a prophet.

The first action that is stated to have occurred after King David became king was to take back the city 

of Jerusalem. Here again we see the significance not only concerning the territory of Israel, but 

specifically speaking Jerusalem. The Jebusites had taken Jerusalem and David had decided to take the 
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city back. David and his men were able to take Jerusalem from the Jebusites and even appointed 

commanders based on those with the courage to take the city first. David would then go on to live in 

Jerusalem which is also called the city of David. He would conquer the inhabitants who had taken the 

territory and defeat his enemies because the LORD was with David. 

“And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, that is, Jebus, where the Jebusites were, the 

inhabitants of the land. The inhabitants of Jebus said to David, 'You will not come in here.' 

Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion, that is, the city of David. David said, 

'Whoever strikes the Jebusites first shall be chief and commander.' And Joab the son of Zeruiah 

went up first, so he became chief. And David lived in the stronghold; therefore it was called the 

city of David. And he built the city all around from the Millo in complete circuit, and Joab 

repaired the rest of the city. And David became greater and greater, for the LORD of hosts was 

with him.” - 1 Chronicles 11: 4-9

King David had a great army and experienced warriors that had defeated their enemies in previous 

battles. These men of renown fought for King David and made his house strong. It is stated that of all 

the men that wanted to serve David, the LORD had made Israel to think with one mind. Through this 

many different individuals from different tribes and nations decided to serve King David. Not only 

were mighty men ready to serve David, but large amounts of troops from within Israel were ready to 

serve even when Saul was king. 

So great was the admiration of the men of war for David that he had impressed the Philistines prior to 

him becoming king. When David had to hide in the lands at the borders of Israel, he had to fight for the

Philistines in order to have a place to live and eat. The Philistines had seen the strength and might of 



44

David and had even used him when the Philistines were to attack neighboring lands. Naturally, there 

were men who were with him and who followed him from his earlier days of fighting with the 

Philistines as well as specific regions like Manasseh, Gadites, Ziklag, among many neighboring region.

“For from day to day men came to David to help him, until there was a great army, like an army

of GOD.” - 1 Chronicles 12: 22

“All these, men of war, arrayed in battle order, came to Hebron with a whole heart to make 

David king over all Israel. Likewise, all the rest of Israel were of a single mind to make David 

king.” - 1 Chronicles 12:38

The LORD had given King David an army that he could now use to increase the territory of Israel and 

defend Israel from the neighboring inhabitants. However before the battles would begin David decided 

to do one thing before utilizing the armies. It is stated in 1 Chronicles 13 that David consulted with the 

leaders of the army and commanders if it seemed good to them to take the Ark of the Covenant which 

was at Kiriath-Jearim and take it to Jerusalem. Even after amassing a large standing army with valiant 

and mighty men as commanders, King David understands that the Ark of the Covenant plays a large 

importance in how the LORD is honored and praised. His first thought was to have the Ark of the 

Covenant back in the city of Jerusalem. 

“David consulted with the commanders of thousand and of hundreds, with every leader. And 

David said to all the assembly of Israel, 'If it seems good to you and from the LORD our GOD, 

let us send abroad to our brothers who remain in all the lands of Israel, as well as to the priests 

and Levites in the cities that have pasture lands, that they may be gathered to us. Then let us 



45

bring again the ark of our GOD to us, for we did not seek it in the days of Saul' All the assembly

agreed to do so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people.” - 1 Chronicles 13:1-4

King David asked his men and commanders if it would be alright for the ark to be brought back. He 

allowed the people to decide and they saw that it was good. This is in contrast that the ark was not 

sought for in the time of Saul. The Ark of the Covenant was important in many previous battles that 

Israel fought. David knew the significance of the Ark and made sure that his people were sure about 

having the Ark in the proper place prior to any battles. 

After the Ark of the Covenant was placed in the appropriate place, then battles began to break out. The 

Philistines had been told that David had become king and it was noted that they went up to search for 

David. Before the Philistines were able to reach King David, King David heard about the Philistines 

and went to fight against them. Prior to fighting them at the Valley of the Rephaim, King David asked 

the LORD if the enemies were being given over by the LORD.

“And David inquired of GOD, 'Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will you give them into my

hand?' And the LORD said to him, 'Go up, and I will give them into your hand.' And he went up

to Baal-perazim, and David struck them down there. And David said, 'GOD has broken through 

my enemies by my hand, like a bursting flood.' Therefore the name of that place is called Baal-

perazim. And they left their gods there, and David gave command, and they were burned.” - 1 

Chronicles 14: 10-12

King David had been able to defeat the Philistines through the LORD. It was the Philistines who had 

initiated the battle by looking for David, but they were the ones who were caught off guard and were 
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devoted to destruction. Such great was the defeat of the Philistines that those who were there noted that

the inhabitants of those lands left the idols there. After the battle, David commanded the idols to be 

devoted to destruction and burned. King David was accomplishing two battles at once during this first 

fight against his enemy. 

King David was defeating the physical opponent in the Philistines and after defeating the physical 

component, he decided to defeat the spiritual component by burning those idols that the people were 

worshiping. In a quick succession of events, David announces a physical victory over the Philistines 

through the hand of the LORD, and then a spiritual one over the burned idols. Through these actions 

the LORD is glorified. 

Not being content with the defeat, the Philistines returned a second time to try to defeat the army of 

Israel. King David again asked the LORD if he should fight them, and the LORD instructed a specific 

plan that needed to occur in order for King David to strike his enemies. King David agrees to the plan, 

and the Philistines are defeated. 

“And the Philistines yet again made a raid in the valley. And when David again inquired of 

GOD, GOD said to him, 'You shall not go up after them; go around and come against them 

opposite the balsam trees. And when you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam 

trees, then go out to battle, for GOD has gone out before you to strike down the army of the 

Philistines.' And David did as GOD commanded him, and they struck down the Philistine army 

from Gibeon to Gezer. And the fame of David went out into all lands, and the LORD brought 

the fear of him upon all nations.” 1 Chronicles 14: 13-17
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This passage shows us that the plan that is given to King David must be followed in order to defeat the 

Philistines. King David follows the words of the LORD and is able to completely defeat the Philistines 

for a second time in the battle of the valley of Rephaim. From this victory, it is noted that the LORD 

would cause the people of the surrounding nations to become fearful of Israel due to the might of the 

LORD as seen in the armies of Israel and the king. 

After King David was able to defeat Israel's enemies, he wanted to construct the temple of GOD. This 

was in order to show his gratefulness and thanksgiving to the GOD who had not only saved David from

Saul, allowed David to take back Jerusalem, defeat the Amalekites and Philistines, but had anointed 

him as king. King David wanted to build GOD a temple that would allow for the people to worship the 

true GOD of Israel and provide a grand construction. We learn that while King David had fervor for the

building of the temple of GOD, we learn that the prophet has word from GOD indicating that this 

should not be done by David. King David would want to build the temple of the LORD, but he was not 

instructed to do so by Nathan the prophet. This was due to the nature with which King David had 

served. King David was a warrior and a man who had defeated many nations and men through the help 

of the hand of the LORD. The LORD would want a man of rest to build the temple. Through Nathan, 

the LORD would tell King David to have Solomon build the temple when Solomon inherits the 

kingdom of Israel. King David understands and submits to the will of the LORD. While King David 

wanted to build a temple for the LORD, it would be his offspring that would build the temple instead of

him. King David understands and respects the word from Nathan that was a message from the LORD. 

We learn the difference between King Saul and King David in the manner of respecting the word of 

GOD. We learned previously that King Saul had not listened to the commands of GOD and caused 

Samuel to doubt about King Saul's obedience to GOD. To contrast, King David would not construct the
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temple that King David wanted for GOD. King David would listen to the word of GOD that was given 

by Nathan the prophet. This shows that King David not only was a “man after GOD's own heart” for 

being courageous but also for listening and obeying the word of GOD. We learn that while King David 

was brave and courageous, we also learn that there are several intrinsic qualities that differentiate this 

uniqueness. While King David is mighty in battle, he does not allow for his own positive attributes to 

affect his trust in GOD. Even through all the victories, he does not allow this to change his belief and 

trust in GOD. He continues to listen to the words of the prophets, he continues to inquire of GOD to 

know what he is allowed to do, and he acknowledges GOD's commands above all else. The faith of 

David is truly unique in the lineage of Israel. We are able to see an individual who is able to exhibit 

multiple positive qualities while still choosing to trust in GOD for decision-making and obey the word 

of GOD. 

King David would then be able to defeat many enemies from many nations throughout his reign as 

king. 1 Chronicles 18 states specifically all the nations that were defeated by King David. Not only did 

he defeat his enemies in battle, but was also able to take specific territories to increase the territory of 

Israel. The nations that were defeated included the Philistines, Moabites, the king of Zobah-Hamath, 

Edomites, Ammonites, and Amalekites. Not only were his enemies defeated, but specific territory was 

added to Israel. Tributes from surrounding nations would be taken and the gold and silver conquest was

claimed. 

“And the LORD gave victory to David wherever he went.” - 1 Chronicles 18:12

Another important part of David's reign was establishing and organizing specific specializations within 

the people of Israel. He would organize the Levites, Priests, Musicians, Gatekeepers, Treasurers, 
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Officials, Military Division, and Leaders of Tribes. There was order being created from the 

organization of Israel. Prior to handing the kingdom over to his son, Solomon, King David wanted to 

make sure to ease the transition of the throne. By allowing a peaceful transition with the least amount 

of resistance or friction, King Solomon would be allowed to build the temple. In a certain way, King 

David was persistent in building the temple as he wanted King Solomon to have everyone ready for the

building of the temple when the time came. By organizing the different specializations and professions,

King David would allow King Solomon to reign peacefully and have counselors who would counsel 

the king correctly. 

It is noted that the total amount of time that King David reigned in Israel was 40 years. This is more 

than what King Saul reigned which could be about 20-30 years based on approximations. King David 

was able to finish his reign as king and inherit the kingdom to his son, Solomon. From King David 

would Israel have a continued succession of kings based on the covenant of the LORD as long as Israel

continued walking in the commandments and statutes of the LORD. The 40 years are significant in the 

sense that it can be the longest amount a king had reigned in Israel until that point and also he can be 

considered a king that reigned even longer than most kings of the northern and southern regions of 

Israel once the unified kingdom was broken into two parts. 

Through the reign of King David, Israel had peace and was unified after defeating the enemies of 

Israel. King Solomon would continue to amplify the territory of Israel through diplomacy, but it was 

during King David that the enemies of Israel were defeated and territory added. When King David 

inherited the kingship to his son, he made sure to give a blessing and to tell the people of Israel 

important points. 
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King David makes important points when he is ready to leave the kingship. The first point is to state 

how the LORD chose him to be king of Israel. The second point was that he was not chosen to build 

the temple since he had been a man of war. As a man of war, the LORD decided to chose Solomon who

would be a man of rest to complete the temple of the LORD. King David wants the people to know the 

reason for why he could not build the temple, yet the LORD had chosen him as king for a reason. 

He describes the history of his lineage being raised from the tribe of Judah from the 12 tribes of Israel. 

He leaves the charge of building the temple to his son, King Solomon, as the LORD instructed. He 

states that if his son continues to follow the commandments of the LORD, Israel will always have a 

king on the throne. He also makes sure to tell the people that they must continue following the LORD's 

commandments to continue to prosper and have peace. The possession of the land is a specific point 

that signifies the importance that Israel's territory has to the people.

“Then King David rose to his feet and said: 'Hear me, my brothers and my people. I had it in 

my heart to build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the LORD and for the footstool 

of our GOD, and I made preparations for building. But GOD said to me, You may not build a 

house for my name , for you are a man of war and have shed blood.' Yet the LORD GOD of 

Israel chose me from all my father's house to be king over Israel forever. For he chose Judah as 

leader, and in the house of Judah my father's house, and among my father's son he took pleasure

in me to make me king over all Israel. And of all my sons (for the LORD has given me many 

sons) he has chosen Solomon my son to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over 

Israel. He said to me, 'It is Solomon your son who shall build my house and my courts, for I 

have chosen him to be my son, and I will be his father. I will establish his kingdom forever if he

continues strong in keeping my commandments and my rules, as he is today.' Now therefore in 
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the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the LORD, and in the hearing of our GOD, observe and 

seek out all the commandments of the LORD your GOD, that you may possess this good land 

and leave it for an inheritance to your children after you forever.” - 1 Chronicles 28: 2-8

King David is loyal to the LORD and wants to make sure that not only his son follows the 

commandments and maintains the kingdom safe, he wants his people to keep their territory and live in 

peace and prosper. This allows us to see that King David was loyal to the LORD and to his people. He 

wanted to make sure that through his actions, the LORD was glorified and that his faith was evidence 

of his complete determination and passion for the LORD. With his immense faith in the LORD, King 

David would allow for a throne to remain forever in Israel through the faithful actions of the LORD's 

servants. 
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Psalms, Chronicles, Kings

King David is an interesting figure showing the importance of faith in life. There were many events 

that occurred in his life that could have caused pain and devastation, yet with his faith firmly fixed in 

the LORD, King David was able to continue moving ahead to eventually reign as king of Israel and 

provide an example for Israel of a pious, godly, righteous man. 

An important note would be that the recounts of King David allow us the ability to understand what 

was going on in the mind of King David as events were chronicled in the chapters of Chronicles, 

Samuel, and Kings. While there is plenty of information concerning key events, Psalms allow us to see 

the emotions and beliefs that David held as he was going through some of the most grueling moments 

of his life as well as some of the happier events. 

There are few Psalms that are also seen in either the books of Kings or Chronicles. This shows that 

there is relevance in the importance of these Psalms in the Scriptures since they are included twice. It 

may be to show both how they fit in sequence to the chronological sequence of events along with the 

Psalms. When King David had secured the Ark of the Covenant and allowed it to make its way to 

Jerusalem, King David sang a song entitled: David's Song of Thanks.
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“Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples! 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works! Glory in his holy name; let the 

hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence 

continually! Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles and the judgments 

he uttered, O offspring of Israel his servant, children of Jacob, his chosen ones! He is the LORD

our GOD; his judgments are in all the earth. Remember his covenant forever, the word that he 

commanded, for a thousand generations, the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn 

promise to Isaac, which he confirmed to Jacob as his statue, to Israel as an everlasting covenant,

saying, 'To you I will give the land of Canaan, as your portion for an inheritance.' When you 

were few in number of little account, and sojourners in it, wandering from nation to nation, 

from one kingdom to another people, he allowed no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings on 

their account, saying, 'Touch not my anointed ones, do my prophets no harm!' Sing to the 

LORD, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, 

his marvelous works among all the peoples! For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

and he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the 

LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are in his 

place. Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength!

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him! Worship 

the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth; yes, the world is 

established; it shall never be moved. Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let 

them say among the nations, 'The LORD reigns!' Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the 

field exult, and everything in it! Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, 

for he comes to judge the earth. Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast 

love endures forever! Say also: 
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'Save us O GOD our salvation, and gather and deliver us from among the nations, that 

we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise. Blessed be the 

LORD, the GOD of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting!' Then all the people 

said 'Amen!' and praised the LORD. - 1 Chronicles 16:8-36

David was known to show his thankfulness to the LORD for all the different circumstances that the 

LORD had helped him in. There are two differences between the way some Psalms are presented. Most

of the Psalms show the way that King David is able to give thanks and praise the LORD. Then there 

are those Psalms that show how worried and anxious he was at a specific situation. Even through the 

worry and anxiety, we are able to see that King David did not allow his circumstances to worry him to 

the point of unfaithfulness or unbelief. King David was able to adjust his focus to the LORD who 

would provide him with the opportunity to improve his circumstances. 

King David went through multiple circumstances that appeared difficult to deal with. When King Saul 

pursued David, the anxiety produced by the situation could be seen. Some Psalms show this sense of 

being overwhelmed by the circumstances, yet David is able to survive through the circumstance and 

thrive. David is able to become stronger as the LORD fortifies him and prepares him for the next stage 

that he will be in. 

After the situations he experienced with King Saul, David had other circumstances that occurred 

around him. After he was pronounced King of Israel, David would have to battle the surrounding 

nations. David's Psalms take on a tone of gladness and thankfulness to the LORD for being able to 

defeat his enemies in battle. There are multiple Psalms that indicate the way the LORD was able to help

David defeat the surrounding nations and how the LORD had already decreed that the Promised Land 
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belonged to Israel. 

“I love you, O LORD, my strength, The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, 

my GOD, my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my 

stronghold. I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised, and I am saved from my 

enemies.” - Psalm 18:1-3

Again, during a difficult time, David calls on the name of the LORD who sustains and protects him 

from his adversaries. Saul had attempted multiple times to discover David's whereabouts. David would 

call on the LORD to help him from Saul and deliver him. As seen in the Psalm, the hope of salvation is 

from the LORD. While David is going through the situation, he is able to survive and continue only by 

the grace of the LORD. David had a firm foundation in GOD, that GOD delivered David from all his 

enemies including the king of Israel at the time.

Just when everything seemed better, David would have his own son fight against him for the throne. 

The rebellion of David's own son for the throne would be devastating due to the amount of emotions 

that would be uncovered when a family member betrays. David had to endure the situations but kept 

his trust in the LORD. Regardless of the circumstances, David trusted in the LORD to help him 

throughout the situations in his life. Psalm 3 emphasized what David went through as he was being 

attacked by his own son's people. 

“O LORD, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me; many are saying of my soul, 

there is no salvation for him in GOD.                          Selah

But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, and the lifter of my head. I cried aloud 
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to the LORD, and he answered me from his holy hill. Selah

I lay down and slept; I woke again, for the LORD sustained me. I will not be afraid of many 

thousands of people who have set themselves against me all around. 

Arise, O LORD! Save me, O my GOD! For you strike all my enemies on the cheek; you break 

the teeth of the wicked. 

Salvation belongs to the LORD; your blessing be on your people!              Selah”

While the situation was difficult, King David found the strength to keep fighting through the help of the

LORD. The Psalm helps us see the anguish that King David was experiencing, but it helps to see that 

his faith was even greater. He acknowledges that the LORD was the reason that he could continue. 

David is able to create strategies that will allow for his son to be defeated. We learn that David is able 

to defeat the rebellion of his son and is able to continue to rule Israel. Even through the surprise of 

having his own son attack him, we learn that David is able to plan according to the help of GOD. GOD 

delivers David from the men of his son. 

David would also state within his Psalms and through his actions in Chronicles and Samuel that Israel 

was a possession of the LORD. In a specific Psalm 132 among the many Psalms that exist, King David 

makes sure to state that the territory that has been given to Israel is for the LORD. 

“Remember, O LORD, in David's favor, all the hardships he endured, how he swore to the 

LORD and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, 'I will not enter my house or get into my bed, I 

will not give sleep to my eyes or slumber to my eyelids, until I find a place for the LORD, a 

dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob. Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; we found it in

the fields of Jaar. Let us go to his dwelling place; let us worship at his footstool!' Arise, O 
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LORD, and go to your resting place, you and the ark of your might. Let your priests be clothed 

with righteousness, and let your saints shout for joy. For the sake of your servant David, do not 

turn away the face of your anointed one. The LORD swore to David a sure oath from which he 

will not turn back: 'One of the sons of your body I will set on your throne. If your sons keep my 

covenant and my testimonies that I shall teach them, their sons also forever shall sit on your 

throne. For the LORD has chose Zion; he has desired it for his dwelling place:This is my resting

place forever; here I will dwell, for I have desired it. I will abundantly bless her provisions; I 

will satisfy her poor with bread. Her priests I will clothe with salvation, and her saints will 

shout for joy. There I will make a horn to sprout for David; I have prepared a lamp for my 

anointed. His enemies I will clothe with shame, but on him his crown will shine.” - Psalm 132: 

1-18

There is so much history in this Psalm that is able to illustrate the favor that the LORD has for Israel. 

From the hardships of David that allowed him to rise to the throne through his faith in the LORD to the

promise that the crown of King David will shine throughout generations and the enemies of the LORD 

will be devoted to shame, we understand that the LORD will never allow Israel to be defeated when 

battling its enemies conditional on Israel acting faithfully to the LORD. We are able to see the 

continuation of the promises of GOD to King David that Israel would always have a king as long as 

they did not break the commandments and followed the commands of GOD. 

A throne is a specific chair that a king sits in. Usually it is used to signify the importance of the king 

and the kingdom. It is a sign to anyone who comes from the kingdom or outside of the kingdom to 

recognize the importance of the king and ruler of the kingdom. The throne is a symbol that shows us 
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the importance of a ruler and leader. The LORD promises Israel that the throne of King David that was 

established through faith would never end. This would be the case for Israel while Israel was faithful to

GOD. We learn that the people were able to have abundance of resources, peace, security, and the 

understanding that their GOD was going to provide for them. They were able to live peacefully and 

have a king on their throne. This would continue as long as the people were faithful to GOD. 

We learn that the people would commit spiritual idolatry causing the anger of GOD. The promises of 

GOD were conditional on Israel following the commandments of GOD. We learn that through King 

Solomon, the kingdom of Israel would have peace until the time that Solomon began worshiping other 

beliefs. This led the kingdom to be split between the northern ten kingdoms of Israel and the southern 

two kingdoms of Judah and Benjamin. We are able to learn that through these difficulties, Israel was 

being punished for idolatry that it continued to allow. The Southern Kingdom would be a remnant of 

faith until they to would practice the same sins that the kingdom of Israel was allowing. 

We learn that the kingship continues well into the year 570 B.C. prior to the first exile that exists. This 

exile would remove the people of Israel from their lands and place them in a foreign land as a sign of 

their disobedience to the commandments and faith of GOD. We learn that Israel was allowed to have 

kings throughout the time of King David into the time prior to the first exile. We learn that GOD was 

faithful for Israel and Judah until they decided to start sinning. Prophets were sent to change the people 

from their erroneous beliefs, but the people continued in their sins. For this reason the first exile occurs.
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The Reign of King Solomon

King Solomon was the third king in the dynasty of Israel that ruled over unified Israel. He was the son 

of King David and Bathsheeba. King Solomon was able to inherit the kingdom from his father and 

reach a level of wealth and splendor unimaginable in those days. The amount of territory that had been 

gained by King David through battle had caused the territory to expand. King Solomon would be able 

to experience peace through the defeat of the surrounding nations and the promises that GOD would 

make to King David and King Solomon. While King David had subdued the enemies of Israel through 

faith in GOD, King Solomon would be a man of peace that would be allowed to have no enemies in the

land. This would allow for King Solomon to build the LORD the first temple and allow for the 

community  of believers to worship GOD in a house of worship. 

We learn from the word of GOD that GOD appeared to Solomon in a dream. the LORD asked Solomon

what he would like to have? King Solomon wisely asked for wisdom to know the things of the LORD. 

GOD would give him wisdom as well as wealth and greatness because he did not ask for other things 

that were commonly asked for by other individuals. 

King Solomon was able to rule a unified Israel that had increased in size after the rule of King David. 

The amount of land that was gathered was exactly the land that GOD had apportioned for them since 
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GOD had made a covenant with the Israelites. It was a land that allowed them to live with needed 

resources as well as bodies of water. This allowed the Israelites to grow strong and to not fear the 

enemies that were around them. 

The third king of the Israelite unified kingdom was able to find knowledge and wisdom and knew 

much about the natural world. By this, the kingdom was able to obtain great understanding and 

resources. GOD had provided Israel with a king that had great wisdom. This would allow Israel to live 

a time of peace that was unimaginable during the earlier time periods when they were surrounded by 

many nations. Israel was still surrounded by nations but had increased their borders to encompass more

land than at any previous time. By having this peace time, Israel would have time and resources to 

build the temple dedicated to the LORD.

King David wanted to build a house for the LORD during his reign. King David had a prophet that was

able to have a vision indicating when specifically the LORD would want a house built for him. It was 

noted that the house would not be built during the reign of King David, but instead would be built 

during the time of the kingdom of his son. It would be King Solomon who would build the house of the

LORD and not King David. The LORD also made the distinction that He would build a house for 

David. This demonstrates that GOD provides for his people. We serve a GOD that provides for us. He 

wants us to know that He is all sufficient. He is enough. He did not demand that David build a house, 

but instead told David that He would build a house for David. This allows us to understand the all-

sufficient characteristics of our eternal and infinite GOD. We learn that GOD was showing the steadfast

love He has for humanity and for His people through the blessings to King David.  How great is our 

LORD!
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King Solomon would be the person that would be the leader in constructing the house of GOD. The 

temple would have specific measurements, specific materials, specific dimensions, and specific 

requirements. Like anything that was specifically related to GOD, it needed to have the commands that 

GOD wants. When the ark of the covenant was carried over multiple places, there were poles to be 

attached to the ark in order to allow the ark to be carried. These poles were placed to allow for the 

adequate transfer of the ark of the covenant to the next place or tent. High priests would place poles 

with increased height in order to properly secure and move the ark of the covenant. During the reign of 

King David, the ark of the covenant was to be moved from the temple of the foreigners into Israel. 

Instead of placing the poles on the ark of the covenant, there was a cart placed for the ark of the 

covenant. During the movement of the ark of the covenant, the ark of the covenant almost fell and 

someone attempted to touch the ark of the covenant to prevent it from falling. The Ark of the Covenant 

was not to be touched. The individual was struck down. The lesson was that the LORD was to help the 

Israelites and that GOD did not need help but needed people to obey the commandments that He had 

stated.  As the ark of the covenant was falling it would be able to continue moving. GOD had found a 

way to keep the Ark of the Covenant safe even when the people did not carry out the specifications 

stated according to GOD. Everything had a specific purpose in order to allow for the creation of 

harmony and peace within the bounds of the commandments. 

This example allows us to see that the commandments were important in allowing for the people to 

continue progressing not only spiritually but also in other manners. Most of the battles that were won 

against the foreign countries was through faith and belief in GOD. This was another example of how 

GOD would allow Israel to thrive in the land as long as it followed GOD's specifications and 

commandments.  The commandments were instructions to follow because they would allow the people 
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to stay protected through the protection of GOD.  They were always meant to save and help an 

individual and never to destroy or limit arbitrarily.  We learn that the specifications of the first temple 

are specific and must be constructed according to what GOD has stated. King Solomon is able to see 

the specifications and must build the first temple with the help of advisors and specialized individuals. 

We learn that King Solomon is careful to follow the specifications of GOD. 

While King Solomon would be able to amass treasures and resources to build the temple, there were 

difficulties experienced along the spiritual journey. King Solomon was warned that he needed to follow

the commandments of GOD and not follow idolatry. Idolatry is the worship of another deity or idol. 

This was forbidden in the  Ten Commandments and was a message that was repeated multiple times 

throughout the Scriptures in the Old Testament as well as the New Testament. GOD does not have a 

competition with other deities. There is only one true and everlasting GOD. The GOD of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob. 

According to the traditions of a king, King Solomon was able to take multiple wives as a king usually 

did. While there were instructions by GOD to not marry foreign women, King Solomon did not follow 

the commandment and decided to marry women from foreign countries. This would at first prove 

beneficial to the kingdom of Israel because diplomacy could be established with other countries; 

however, spiritual idolatry would be something that King Solomon would have to prevent.  He married 

many women from foreign countries allowing the possibility of diplomacy between his kingdom and 

the surrounding kingdoms. It seemed like a great strategy to unify through diplomacy; however, the 

plan took a toll on the spiritual walk. By having multiple wives as well as wives from different regions,

King Solomon would begin to worship other deities at the behest of his wives. Each wife was from a 

different region outside of the Israel territory. Many if not all were princesses from those countries who
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were well versed in the religion of their territory. 

These wives were able to cause King Solomon to begin worshiping other deities by first building 

specific areas of worship to the deities of his wives. These places were usually places located at the top 

of a hill or at high places where the devotee could place food or other items. This allowed the 

individual a place to worship the deity from their region or regions. King Solomon would allow for the 

construction of such places even after he had constructed the temple. His wives were able to change his

heart and cause him to start building altars and high places for the abominations and evil practices that 

GOD despised. 

This was even furthered as it did not stop with the building of worship places. King Solomon was also 

part of the worship as it was noted in the account of what led him away from walking with the LORD. 

It was later seen that such practices took a toll on King Solomon as he would begin to experience 

episodes of madness in his later years. This would be the repercussions to the worship of those deities. 

King Solomon would be another individual in the Scriptures that was able not only to write about his 

emotions and beliefs alongside the history written.. King Solomon was able to write Proverbs, possibly 

Ecclesiastes according to some, and Song of Solomon. These different chapters or books have different 

themes.

The difference between Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs is very striking. Proverbs shows an 

individual who has great wisdom and gives advice on how to deal successfully on specific occasions. It

gives rules to follow in order to increase riches and how to be proper in certain situations. It is a 

guidebook on how to improve and how to learn important topics. It also deals with the importance of 

following GOD's commandments and making sure to trust in GOD. In contrast, Ecclesiastes has a 
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darker mood as opposed to Proverbs. The portrayal seems to be that all the items in life do not enhance 

the joys in life. It comes from a point of view of someone who has had every pleasure and every desire 

they wish to have. They have had it all. Yet, instead of placing riches, pleasure, and financial well being

above everything, the author places the importance of life on following GOD's commandments and 

fearing GOD. 

There are stark differences between both books that cause some to doubt whether it is the same author. 

It also lends the theory that the same author could have written Proverbs at the beginning of his 

kingship and Ecclesiastes towards a latter time period. Either way, it gives us insight into the mind of 

an individual who not only had it all but was able to rule unlike any other individual in the world. 

The ideas in Proverbs give us the ability to understand great points of discussion in what makes for a 

person to improve in life. Life tips and specific guidelines to follow to gain favor and not suffer. 

Among some ideas include the ability to stay away from adulterers whose way of life usually end up in 

difficult places. Another point is to make sure to follow GOD and pay attention to the commandments. 

They are general ideas on how to succeed and be able to have a good life. 

The contrast begins in Ecclesiastes when the mood of the author has changed. The mood is no longer 

instructive, indicative, guiding, and looking to disperse wisdom, but rather that of melancholy and 

nihilism in a certain respect. At the end of the book, the author shows a renewed light filled with hope 

and instruction as the author tells the reader that two things are important in life, to follow the 

commandments of GOD and to fear GOD. Even in the melancholy, the realization of the importance of 

GOD and following GOD is made manifest. Even in the worries and the despair and the nihilistic views

that life may attempt to throw at times, GOD's light shines through it all. 
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Ecclesiastes shows the darker side of experiencing every want and desire to exist in the mind of an 

individual. Everything looks the same, sounds the same, and appears the same. There is nothing new 

under the sun. This can be taken in the form that everything in life has happened in the past and may 

happen again in the future, but it can also mean in a nihilistic way that nothing matters. If there is 

nothing new then what matters? But the lesson may be in understanding the point of view of the writer. 

Why does everything look the same? After individuals gain something they want, they quickly become 

disillusioned, bored, and maybe even depressed. 

There are multiple instances when this occurred. In our current life, there are individuals that have 

reached the top of the mountain in their fields and experienced depression, disillusionment, and 

boredom soon after. Athletes after winning their gold medals soon return home with no purpose or no 

sense of commitment to something. Whatever they had reached is completed and now what? There are 

multiple stories of athletes who experience this feeling. After experiencing the joys of winning 

competitions, the pleasures of being known as a winning athlete, and enjoyment of the situation, it feels

like nothing matters after the fact. This phenomenon is not limited only to athletes, but may occur to 

politicians, actors, physicians, engineers, entrepreneurs, past kings, and many others. 

Why does life turn so bleak once every want and pleasure of the mind becomes realized? Is hedonism 

not what it appears to be initially? Maybe there is something greater than hedonism that truly brings 

absolute joy and a feeling of well being. Maybe there is more than simply enjoying oneself in life that 

leads to actually enjoying oneself in life. 

Could the transition of Proverbs to Ecclesiastes' mood be based on the authors relationship to the 

worship of his wive's belief system. What changed if the author is the same that could lead to such a 
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drastic change in the mood of the writing. What could lead to such palpable and visible change in the 

author's mood. If the author is the same and it is King Solomon, what changed in the time span that led 

him to write in a different mood from the previous mood. From wise counselor to nihilistic disbelief in 

the joys of pleasure, the same author writes differently.

Spiritually there may have been a change as well during the reign of King Solomon as soon as his 

wive's affected the way he worshiped. The Scriptures states that King Solomon was affected by his 

institution of places of worship for his wives as his wives turned his heart from the LORD. Such words 

are difficult to read as they suggest a sort of infidelity that is spiritual in nature. Having a heart that is 

turned from the LORD is nothing pleasant in the way that it means there is no love left for the LORD. 

The heart since ancient times was seen as the originator of emotions and love. 

The consequences of the actions was seen specifically in the way that Israel would be divided into two 

different kingdoms. One would be the northern kingdom composed of ten tribes and the other kingdom 

would be the southern kingdom which would be composed of two tribes. This division would occur not

during the reign of King Solomon, the wise, but rather it would be during the reign of his son and heir 

to the throne. The division of the kingdom may symbolize the fractioning of the faith in the LORD 

from following GOD only to following GOD and the deities of his wives. 

The two southern kingdoms would be the remnant of the LORD as they espoused the ideas of the 

prophets and of GOD while the northern kingdoms would be involved with many different regions and 

religions. Their instruction would be divided by the way that they worshiped and how they worshiped. 

It was the realization of the division that existed in the heart of the ruler prior to the split. 
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This resulted in a divided kingdom that would see the effects of abandoning the First Commandment. It

is a firm and straightforward way of indicating how spiritual infidelity can lead to changes. King David

had stood firm in trusting in the LORD and had no other spiritual love. Therefore, being a king in Israel

was not an easy task aside from the already difficult day to day activities. There was the need of a 

spiritual fidelity that had to be solid. There were no distractions and no split devotion. It had to be a 

firm single hearted, single minded devotion to the LORD above all else. 

While the high priest and prophet were part of the structure of counselors, the king had to also submit 

their purpose to the purpose of GOD in order to prosper the nation. Kings may seem to have the ability 

to act autonomously but needed to follow the purpose of GOD to prevent their kingdom from suffering 

mishaps as seen in multiple cycles of corruption that occurred in the history of Israel. There were 

several kings that chose to worship other deities and in effect had their kingdom stripped from them. 

This occurs due to the inability of individuals to maintain spiritual fidelity to GOD through the 

circumstances that occur in life. While there are many circumstances that occur, GOD tells us to walk 

through his faith and by his way in order that we may come out to a  broad place filled with security 

and peace. There is no other option that can offer the same tranquility that GOD offers to his people. 

As seen in future kings of the Bible like King Ahab, their lack of spiritual fidelity caused their kingdom

to suffer in multiple ways. When King Ahab took Jezebel as his wife, the kingdom began to have 

difficulties by how worship was implemented. Ahab was a Jewish individual who had the ability to rule

and be king over his kingdom, but began to allow Jezebel to take more of his commanding power. He 

allowed her the ability to rule and to guide the people of Israel into committing spiritual infidelity as 

seen when they began to institute the worship of Baal over the worship of GOD the Almighty. Jezebel 
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even commanded that several of the prophets of GOD the Almighty be killed in order to prevent any 

opposition to her plan to install her own prophets. 

The initial spiritual infidelity leads to the start of the fractioning of the kingdom of Ahab. Instead of 

leading and commanding his wife to submit to the purpose of the king and most importantly of GOD, 

he allows her to gain power and to decide decisions that were apportioned for the king of Israel and not 

the queen. This begins to have an effect on Ahab and on the people of Israel. 

When Ahab does not want to take possession of the land using his influences and power, Jezebel mocks

Ahab. Jezebel sees that power is to be used and abused while Ahab has some limits. Jezebel mocks 

Ahab for his limits.

 “Do you now govern Israel?” -1 Kings 21: 7

King Ahab had been affected by his strong attachment to Jezebel. Ahab allowed himself to be mocked 

and ridiculed by his wife who then proceeded to take the land by force. This was in order to show that 

she had no regard for the laws of Israel and of the LORD. The reason for there being specific land 

possession laws was to allow individuals to keep their land and prevent the powerful and rich from 

taking all the land. The laws were used to safeguard the protection of the individuals in the 11 tribes 

sans the Levites who were not given land but had a provision available to them from the tithes of the 

people that were instituted by GOD. 

King Ahab was now allowing Jezebel to disregard a law that was made to protect the weak and the 

inheritance of generations. The act is committed and Ahab does not reprimand or attempt to improve 
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the situation that occurred. It appears that Jezebel and King Ahab prefer to rule through their own rules 

and do not seek to follow the laws of the LORD or his guidance. 

The only prophet that is apparently left is Elijah. Elijah has been faithful throughout all his life to the 

LORD. He did not doubt any commandment that the LORD instructed him to do as he knew that there 

was no other place to find peace and security than through the LORD. While attempting to continue his

walk with GOD, he is instructed to defeat the prophets of Baal by challenging them to have fire rain 

down from the sky. 

Both parties agree that they will cause fire to come down to the temple of Carmel and burn up the 

sacrifice that was placed on each heap. When the prophets of Baal attempt to rain fire down, it does not

occur. When Elijah asks GOD to rain fire down from the sky, fire rains down and burns up the sacrifice

even after water had been sprinkled on it. Elijah then is instructed to eliminate the prophets of Baal 

which he complies. Finally, after this event occurs, Jezebel is filled with anger at what has transpired. 

The GOD of Elijah had made her prophets look incapable of producing a miracle which would affect 

how worship was conducted in Israel. Many would fall back to their original love for GOD and turn 

from the ways of the foreign deities. 

Jezebel decides to speak to Elijah and makes sure he knows that she is not content with the previous 

demonstration of authority. This demonstrates the inability of some people to take a hint that true power

resides from GOD. Elijah was not looking to be powerful, to have fame, to get recognized. He wanted 

to follow the instructions and commandments of GOD. He wanted GOD to get the glory each and 

every time because that was what made him have a purpose. Jezebel having usurped the power of Ahab

was livid that a prophet should affect not only her position but the appearance of power that she had 
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worked so hard to maintain. 

The evil of the kingdom was not stayed as Ahab did not help Elijah. Instead of commanding Jezebel to 

leave Elijah alone, he allows Jezebel to harass Elijah. Elijah goes into exile where he is met by an angel

of GOD that gives him food and tells him to rest. He then is met by GOD who shows him signs and 

wonders. GOD is still with Elijah through it all. Despite the fear and threats and predicament, GOD 

shows Elijah that He is there to nourish him and protect him from whatever lies ahead with his purpose.

While Ahab had abandoned any sense as king, Elijah submits entirely to GOD. While the kings of 

Israel were to be autonomous to a degree, they were to follow the counsel of the prophets who were 

seen as messengers or intermediaries of GOD. Therefore by listening to the prophet, they would be 

following the commandments of GOD. 

Ahab seems to renounce all power given to him by GOD and allows Jezebel to rule. Again the spiritual 

infidelity has already taken a different toll on him as it is not only spiritual but also affecting his rule of 

the kingdom. Like King Saul, King Ahab decides to not pay attention to his prophet and continues 

following his own heart and his own decisions. 

Elijah must have been troubled to see the way that the King of Israel was conducting himself when he 

felt he was the last prophet in the land. GOD helps him and tells him that He has a remnant of prophets 

that have not bent the knee to the previous system of worship. Elijah is sustained not only physically 

but more importantly spiritually. He is not alone because GOD is providing for him. GOD is with him 

through his ordeal. There are other prophets that are ready to follow GOD and will not bend the knee to

the false ways of the foreign religion. 
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Meanwhile, King Ahab continues to err in his ways. His spiritual discernment  seems to continue to 

falter as he covets a man's field. When the man tells him that he cannot have the field, he tells Jezebel 

who plans a way to get the field. Jezebel decides that she will take the man's field by force and spill 

innocent blood. Ahab is then able to get the field although by ill means. 

Although it appears that there are no consequences to the actions of Jezebel and Ahab, it is quickly 

shown that they will begin to experience some form of action. Jezebel formulated a plan to take a field 

from a man who did not want to sell the field to Ahab. Instead of respecting his citizen, Jezebel decides 

that she will falsify a report stating that the king has ordered against the man and appointed other 

individuals to agree with the report. Jezebel commits a slew of iniquity in one single event. She decides

to lie, cheat, and steal the plot of land and also destroy the man who did not want to sell his property. 

While Ahab did not agree to the plan or help give ideas toward the plan, he does not go against the 

plan. Ahab accepts the result and does not seek to remedy the injustice.

While Ahab and Jezebel seem to go unpunished for their evil deeds, GOD sees their wickedness. The 

wickedness is called out. While it appears that the wicked were able to do as they pleased with the man 

and his land, it is quickly noted that they do get reprimanded for the action. Ahab was to go walking 

when Elijah met him and stated what he had done to the man. He had decided to take away the land by 

force because the man did not want to sell the land. Ahab knew that his offense was seen by GOD and 

Samuel was the messenger showing him that GOD saw what he had done. 

Samuel tells Ahab that just as he had done to the man would GOD do to him, the wife, and the 

offspring. This was due to his evil and wickedness. There is a note stating that Ahab did more wicked 

acts than most of the kings in the past. There was no one who was as wicked as Ahab with the influence
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of his wife. 

We are able to understand that Ahab was influenced by his wife. While he was king, he did not have the

ability to lead since his wife made most of the decisions. When the citizen of the kingdom decided to 

keep his land and deny the king the property, Ahab did not know what to do. Jezebel quickly decided to

plan out a plot to destroy the man and keep the property. After all is done, Ahab does nothing to remedy

the situation but seems to accept the outcome. He could have changed the situation, but instead does 

nothing.

He does not oppose the lying, the cheating, and destroying of an innocent life. He continues as he gets 

what he had wanted. Jezebel acts as the reigning monarch and does as she pleases without any 

reprimand or any limits. Ahab allows her the ability to rule without any limits. As a result of the actions

of his wife, Ahab allows his kingdom to be shaken and his reign limited. 

While it may appear that Ahab and Jezebel were allowed to commit various acts without consequences,

GOD shows us that he does not let innocent blood be spilled. Aside from this event, Jezebel's actions 

against the prophet of GOD show her clear disdain for anything having to do with Israel's GOD. Her 

mission is to institute the worship of her religion only to the kingdom of Israel. She wishes to place her 

prophets, her religion, and her vision for the kingdom. No where is she in the role of a submissive wife 

especially to a king. She acts as a queen with no king. She acts as an individual who believes that the 

Israel kingdom is her kingdom, and she has a right to do as she pleases with it. 

While this may have seemed to be the way initially, there is a quick change of events that lead to a 

quick progression and a redemption of Israel from the foreign religions instituted by the princess of 
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Tyre and now former Queen of Israel. Elijah is told to anoint two kings, one prophet, and have hope 

because a remnant is found within Israel that is faithful to the one true GOD. Quickly, the plans of 

Jezebel fall by the wayside as the prophet that she vowed to destroy has regained strength and has 

reinforcements.

Jezebel also does something that is interesting when she threatens Elijah. Jezebel curses herself 

conditionally based on the fact that if she is not able to destroy Elijah, her gods will destroy her. Her 

impetus and her narcissism show up. She is so assured with the destruction of GOD's holy men that she

even conditionally curses herself while vowing to destroy Samuel. Jezebel was not able to destroy 

Elijah because GOD protected him. Instead what happens is divine retribution for the spilling of the 

innocent blood that she took. 

There is a turn of events. Israel suddenly has to fight against another kingdom. Jehu is anointed king in 

Israel and is instructed to slay everything that is not of GOD. Jezebel, Ahab, and their offspring are no 

longer those able to spill blood but are about to be on the receiving end of their hatred towards the 

prophets of GOD. Jehu does as he is commanded by Elijah and sets out to destroy every thing that is 

associated to the foreign religions in Israel. 

“So he arose and went into the house. And the young man poured the oil on his head, saying to 

him, 'Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, I anoint you king over the people of the Lord, 

over Israel. And you shall strike down the house of Ahab your master, so that I may avenge on 

Jezebel the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the LORD. 

For the whole house of Ahab shall perish, and I will cut off from Ahab every male, bond or 

freed in Israel.” 2 Kings 9: 6-8
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Again, Jehu does not know that he will become the king of Israel. Like Saul and David, GOD has 

decided who will be the new king. No one expects Jehu to be the new king since Ahab and Jezebel are 

still in the throne terrorizing the inhabitants of Israel. Elijah makes sure to anoint Jehu and instruct him 

that out of all the commanders of Israel, he will be chosen to lead. Without any hesitation, Jehu goes to 

accomplish for the LORD what he has been told to do. 

Another interesting fact is the way that Jehu was not entirely converted to the religion of Israel, but he 

was strong in his devotion to accomplish the purpose of GOD. He made sure to follow what Elijah had 

instructed and paid attention to the prophet of GOD. When Jehu goes up to the house of Jezebel, 

Jezebel decides to place her cosmetic products on prior to what she knows will happen. 

Even in the most troublesome moments, Jezebel does not seek repentance or appears to have remorse 

for her actions. She knows her fate for her cruel actions against innocent individuals and GOD's 

prophets, and yet she decides that she will put on her make up. 

“When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it. And she painted her eyes and adorned her head

and looked out of the window.” - 2 Kings 9: 30

As Jehu arrives, he makes a note to the eunuchs of what is to be done to her. Jezebel insults the new 

king of Israel and mocks him by stating that he will only rule for a few days. Little does she know that 

Jehu will have four generations that will rule. 

“And as Jehu entered the gate, she said, 'Is it peace, you Zimri, murderer of your master?' And 

he lifted up his face to the window and said, 'Who is on my side? Who' Two or three eunuchs 



75

looked out at him. He said, 'Throw her down.' So they threw her down. And some of her blood 

spattered on the wall and on the horses, and they trampled on her.” - 2 Kings 9: 30-31

Jehu makes a decided move and makes sure to continue his instructions. He does not allow Jezebel to 

insult him or to keep him from his task. Instead of playing with her insults, he quickly decides to take 

action and finish what Elijah had stated would happen. In a quick succession of moves, Jezebel along 

with the sons of Ahab are devoted to destruction. 

Jehu does not stop there. He makes sure that all the descendants of Ahab are destroyed as well as 

everything that is associated with Ahab and Jezebel. There is to be left nothing from the family. After 

making sure that every descendant, close friend, and prophet was devoted to destruction he continued 

his action against the prophets of the foreign religion that Elijah had fought against. 

“He said, 'Take them alive.' And they took them alive and slaughtered them at the pit of Beth-

eked, forty-two persons, and he spared none of them.” - 2 Kings 10: 14

Attempting to destroy everything that was associated with the previous royal and religious order, Jehu 

attempts to deceive the prophets of the foreign religion by stating that he would like to worship with the

prophets. The prophets of the foreign religion assemble believing that Jehu will worship with them. 

Instead they were being led to destruction by the new appointed king that Elijah had anointed by order 

of GOD through the prophet.

“Now Jehu had stationed eighty men outside and said, 'The man who allows any of those whom

I give into your hands to escape shall forfeit his life.' So as soon as he had made an end of 
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offering the burnt offering, Jehu said to the guard and to the officers, 'Go in and strike them 

down; let not a man escape.' So when they put them to the sword, the guard and the officers cast

them out and went into the inner room of the house of Baal, and they brought out the pillar that 

was in the house of Baal and burned it. And they demolished the pillar of Baal, and demolished 

the house of Baal, and made it a latrine to this day.” - 2 Kings 10 : 24-27

The eunuchs follow the orders of Jehu and Jezebel is thrown out from the top of the building to the 

ground. The prophecy that Elijah said would happen occurred. The dogs would eat Jezebel. As she fell, 

the dogs ate Jezebel. This would begin the purge of the prophets of the foreign religion as Jehu would 

continue his orders and devote to destruction everything that was not of GOD. 

Here we get to see a decisive king who does not mince words or actions. He quickly decides to proceed

with his duties. He decides to pay respect and careful attention to the prophet Elijah. Ahab had 

forgotten his role as king and allowed his wife to rule the kingdom for him. 

These situations show why being committed spiritually to GOD helps us keep our ways pure and 

correct. Like the prophets, they were committed to keeping their path of the LORD straight. While 

kings did have more power, prophets had to keep their spiritual walk perfect to avoid any fall as seen to

what occurs to some of the kings. 

Elijah would be able to affect the kingdom of Israel in ways that the king was not able to do because of 

his fervor to GOD's purpose. Elijah was allowed to be taken into Heaven and did not suffer from the 

threats that Jezebel said. Ahab, Jezebel, and the offspring were destroyed and their reign was shortened 
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by their iniquity. Elijah did not fall but was lifted up to the Heavens. 

“And as they still went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the 

two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” - 2 Kings 2: 11

Therefore, the way of the king still had a large amount of dependence on the purpose of GOD even 

with the amount of power that the king was able to command. The power was given to the king by 

GOD. This allowed him to understand that they were there because GOD had decided to place them 

there. Their actions would show if they would prefer to follow GOD or not.

King David has the distinction that his faith to GOD was unswerving and persisted. King David is 

called a “man after GOD's own heart.” This illustration shows that even with the imperfection that 

humans can have, David was able to continue worship and love GOD with all his might, strength, 

mind, and soul. This is what separates him from many of the kings of Israel. There were other kings 

which were good kings and loyal kings, but David appears in any book that attempts to demonstrate the

faith of a man or woman for GOD. 

He is also at the center of the unified rule of Israel. While Saul and Solomon both were able to rule a 

unified Israel, it was David who was in the middle of the two reigns. He attempted to make peace with 

Saul even when Saul attempted to destroy him and passed on his values and beliefs to Solomon to 

strengthen him and make him fit to be king. He provided and loved the Israelites. He shared the spoils 

with neighboring towns, he worshiped GOD with psalms and music, he fought a giant with no doubts, 

and he reigned as king with no malice in his heart. 

There are several distinctions to be made concerning the inheritance of the kingdom of Israel to the 
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next king. While King Saul was the first king of the unified Israel empire, he inherited the ability to 

reign from GOD and the prophet Samuel who acted as the messenger of GOD. Saul was chosen to 

accomplish what the people wanted: a physical king that would lead his people to battle. Saul would 

serve, but did stumble because he did not follow Samuel's commands from the LORD. Saul also 

became envious of David. 

David would obtain the ability to reign Israel by his wholehearted devotion to GOD. While Saul was 

envious of David's increase in strength and ability, the LORD saw that David meant well and allowed 

him to prosper. King Saul would have the ability to reign removed due to his envy and not listening to 

GOD. David would become the new king as his devotion, faith, and belief led him through some of the 

most difficult times by the help of GOD. Through faith, David became king and through envy Saul lost 

the crown. 

King David would be able to pass the ability to reign to his offspring, Solomon. Solomon was able to 

reign Israel and was able to exert his command. When King Solomon began to sin and stray from 

GOD, the ability to be king continued due to the love GOD had for David. Since King Solomon was 

straying and continued to stray, GOD decided that he would divide the kingdom of Israel into two 

different parts. One part would be the northern ten tribes given to another king and two tribes that 

would be held as a remnant. However, since GOD loved King David the kingdom would not be divided

until after King Solomon's son was king. This part is important because it shows that due to the love of 

King David, King Solomon was spared the divide of the kingdom. Even after King Solomon sinned, he

did not see the effects of his actions. 

Therefore a king in Israel had his sins visible to all of Israel. His iniquity would have specific effects on
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how the kingdom would continue. King Saul's envy was seen as people from his court were sent to 

watch David and report on his actions. Saul attempted several times to attack David. These actions 

were repeated and showed the inability of Saul to see his own envy. Saul did not show signs of having 

remorse for what he had done to David, but instead seemed to be more focused each time at attempting 

to cause trouble  to David.

When David had an affair with a woman from the kingdom, the prophet Nathan was able to tell David 

what he had done. David knew what he did was wrong and repented for his error. David showed 

remorse and humbled himself for his wrongdoing. He knew what he had done was wrong and made 

sure that he made amends. David was able to complete his term as king and was able to pass the throne 

to his son. 

For King Solomon, the sin of following other gods led to the disruption of the kingdom but not during 

his time. While it is unknown if there was repentance, it does appear that there was an 

acknowledgement in Ecclesiastes that the two most important concepts or beliefs or duties in life are to 

follow the commandments of the LORD and to fear GOD. 

Initially, King Solomon was able to give careful instruction on how to have a life that could possibly 

result in an increase of wealth, an increase in prosperity, and a way to avoid quarrels. He shows ways 

that will lead to life and that are ways to be safe in a world that could potentially have problems. The 

wise sayings are very different to the beliefs in Ecclesiastes. While both books contain wise sayings, 

one is filled with positivity while the other shows a side that may denote the meaninglessness of many 

events or beliefs. 
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There is a clear change in demeanor of the author of Proverbs from the other of Ecclesiastes. What 

could have caused the change in attitude from a prosperous king that had everything he could ever wish

for to the individual that saw everything as essentially the same. 

There is a great contrast between proverbs 16 which states:

“Commit your work to the LORD, and your plans will be established. The LORD has made 

everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.” - Proverbs 16: 3-4

As well as the following Proverb: 

“When a man's ways please the LORD, he makes even his enemies to be at peace with him. 

Better is a little with righteousness than great revenues with injustice.” - Proverb 16:7

This can be contrasted to Ecclesiastes which states: 

“Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity.” - Ecclesiastes 1: 2

There is a great distinction between the mood, tone, and instructions between both chapters or books. 

Where as one has a positive tone that shows the right path and shows that everything matters, the 

second chapter does not show the positive demarcation. The second book shows that nothing matters or

that everything is vanity. 

What could have led an individual to change from thinking that everything matters and everything has 
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a set rhythm to nothing matters or everything is the same? There has to be some action or event that  

changes the narrative or perspective in the tone of both books. 

Could the change be due to having realized that everything that seemed to be pleasing to the senses 

caused a friction with his internal beliefs? Or it can simply be due to having a different perspective 

from the beginning of being a king to a time that occurs later. 

While there is still wisdom contained in Ecclesiastes there seems to be a sorrow or melancholy read 

through the words compared to the words in the Proverbs. In Ecclesiastes, King Solomon may have 

already experienced every single desire that he wished to experience. There is nothing more that can 

satisfy since every feast has been had, every delight has been experienced, and every emotion has been 

evoked. There is a sense of having seen it all and experienced it all. The wisdom no longer seems to be 

a source of joy, but a double edged sword that can also bring about sorrow. 

While King Solomon was blessed with the ability to have wisdom and knowledge, there were still 

temptations that existed. Could the temptations have caused King Solomon to turn from the LORD and 

feel the feelings seen in the Ecclesiastes? 

It was during the latter years that it states that King Solomon had turned. These years must be when 

King Solomon was older and his wives had caused him to turn from the fervor he had when he was 

younger. He experienced great pleasures and was able to accumulate great wealth during his reign. He 

was able to marry multiple wives from multiple regions of the world. This may explain how there was 

relative peace in the time of King Solomon although it may have been favor from GOD for being the 

son of King David. Either way, King Solomon was able to experience an Israel that was a unified 
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kingdom with opulence and peace. 

These favorable conditions allowed him to devote time to writing and allowed him to provide wisdom 

in the form of proverbs written in the book of Proverbs. While reigning as king it was stated that King 

Solomon was very wise. When there was a quarrel between two individuals concerning who was the 

mother of a child, King Solomon was able to use wisdom to know who the real mother was. With this 

ability to distinguish the truth from the lies, King Solomon had discernment to decide with honor and 

justice. 

There were many favorable points of King Solomon's reign including the peace that occurred during 

his time. During the time of King Saul and King David, there were fights usually against the Philistines

and neighboring cities. King Solomon was able to provide a time of peace to Israel by the ability to 

offer diplomatic relations with other countries. As seen by the number of wives and the regions from 

where he chose his wives, King Solomon was able to establish favorable diplomacy with the kings of 

the regions as he was able to marry princess. It is stated that King Solomon married 700 wives and had 

300 concubines. Being able to have 700 wives from different kingdoms outside of Israel may have 

been strategic to allow the wives the possibility to have positive diplomacy with their kingdom as well 

as possibly try to convert his wives to his religion. 

There are many possibilities concerning these events. Where the other kings of Israel had constant 

battles and arguments with other neighboring countries, King Solomon's reign was noted to actually 

have people from other regions come to Israel on account of the opulence of Israel. It was stated that 

the Queen of Sheeba made a trip to Israel to see every thing she had heard about Israel and ask 

questions to King Solomon. When she was able to see the level of grandeur the kingdom of Israel was 
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accustomed to she also decided to ask questions to King Solomon which he was able to answer. 

The amount of surprise from the Queen of Sheeba was so much that the Scriptures relates that the 

Queen of Sheeba was breathless. This can indicate that she could not take the amount of information 

and beauty that she had received. She was amazed, surprised, and possibly was speechless at seeing 

such a kingdom. King Solomon also had diplomatic relations with Tyre and many other neighboring 

kingdoms such as Egypt and many other nations as evidenced from the regions where his wives were 

from. 

The wisdom that King Solomon had was accompanied by great wealth and splendor that GOD had 

promised because King Solomon wanted to rule with justice and honor and did not look to get some of 

the items that were commonly asked. Such devotion did the young King Solomon have that he received

multiple blessing. GOD had shown favor to King David and King Solomon. While King David may be 

the symbol of faith and King Solomon of wisdom, both Kings wanted to do the purpose of GOD and 

received blessings. 

Another distinction includes the lack of a mention of a prophet in the time of King Solomon. While 

King Saul had a prophet, Samuel, advising him and serving as a messenger of GOD, King Solomon 

does not appear to have a prophet. King David did have a prophet who was able to tell him about his 

sin and King David was able to humble himself on account of the prophet. It may be due to his wisdom

that the LORD allowed King Solomon the ability to communicate directly with the LORD. Similarly, it

is seen that King Solomon was allowed to make a sacrifice to the LORD as the prophets or high priests 

were allowed to do. This may be due to the favor that King Solomon had found in the eyes of the 

LORD for asking for wisdom in order to rule the Israelites correctly and did not ask for other things 
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that were commonly asked. The sincerity and righteousness may have allowed King Solomon the 

ability to have the humility to be able to not only serve as the king but have the authority or connection 

to the LORD of a prophet as well. Nathan did serve initially as a prophet for King David and possibly 

King Solomon, but there are no recounts of Nathan later in the in book of Chronicles or Kings 

concerning King Solomon. 
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The Temple

During King David's reign, King David wanted to build a house for GOD. To this GOD responded 

through a prophet that GOD would not want King David to build him a house but rather that GOD 

would build King David a house. He would allow King Solomon to build GOD a temple. It would be 

King Solomon who would be in charge of building the first temple in which Israel would worship. The 

construction would take many years and require abundant resources which King Solomon was able to 

provide from the blessings and provisions GOD had given his kingdom.

When GOD first established contact with Moses, GOD had specific instructions for Moses on what He 

needed done. The first place of contact was in the mountain. Mountains were a place secluded from the 

majority of humanity and usually seen as a testing point for humans. The top  of a mountain signifies 

the highest possible place of a certain terrain. It is at the peak that GOD appears to Moses. It is not at 

the valley on the level ground, but specifically at a high place to give instruction on Mount Sinai after 

the Exodus. This demonstrates the importance that should be placed on GOD and also that the top of 

the mountain is a place that tests human physical conditioning. It requires mental and physical 

endurance to climb the top of the mountain with so many slopes and uphill force needed to reach the 

top of the mountain. 
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Moses would go up the mountain to be able to know what GOD wanted for His people. He received the

Ten Commandments at the top of the mountain. The people had to wait on Moses when he reached the 

top of the mountain and obtained the instructions of GOD. We learn that while Moses was receiving the

instructions, the people had to wait at the base of Mount Sinai. This gives two distinctions. One is that 

Moses was serving as an intercessor between GOD and the people by going up the mountain. The 

second is that the people had to wait on Moses' instructions given by GOD in order to participate in 

fellowship with Moses and GOD. This distinction shows that Moses was given priority to instruct the 

people like the prophets. It was said that Moses' face shown with a brilliant light when he was ready to 

go back to GOD's people when he would descend the mountain. GOD was allowing Moses the ability 

to see GOD and not strike him down by his magnificence and glory because Moses had found favor 

with GOD. Moses had decided to make GOD his refuge and was not afraid of the might and strength of

the Omnipotent LORD. 

Moses would continue to move up and down the mountain signifying his role as a messenger of GOD 

as well as point of contact between GOD and His special people. Moses served the role not only of 

physical leader but as a spiritual leader as well. Many who have knowledge in the Scriptures would 

consider Moses a prophet. He was able to understand what GOD required of him and continued to do 

the purpose of GOD.  Moses acknowledged this when he saw how the two Jewish individuals were 

being mistreated in Egypt. Moses acknowledged this when he decided to leave Egypt for a greater plan.

There are several testing points as seen with the example of the mountain where there is a testing. 

Moses was experiencing tremendous events that tested his endurance when He decided to follow GOD,

and walk Israel away from Egypt into the Promised Land. This would take great dedication and 

commitment. This was no easy task, and it was not a task for just about anyone. It was a task for 
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someone with mental and spiritual fortitude. Very few individuals would understand the journey or 

trust in GOD. Moses, the prophet and spiritual leader of Israel, decided to go on with the task that was 

entrusted to him. 

The temple represented in the tent of meeting was an important component of worship at this point in 

Israel's history. It was no longer simply a physical location that the community was able to go to to 

atone for their sins, to provide sacrifices to GOD, or to meet the high priest for advice. It was the 

specific contact point for humanity with GOD. It was the precise location where GOD allowed 

communication between His people and communicate either his requirements for them or for the 

people to present their needs to GOD. 

Before the creation of the first temple, it was a tent that GOD decided would be the place where He 

would be in contact with his community. GOD had decided specifically how he wanted to be in contact

with His people. This showed the sovereignty of GOD as well as the omnipotence of GOD. While 

GOD was everywhere and His creation demonstrated his greatness, He wanted to specifically show His

people where exactly to worship.  

There was the mountain as the first point of contact with Moses, then the tent of worship where the 

high priest would enter and house the Ark of the Covenant. The Ark of the Covenant would also be a 

symbol of the eternal covenant between GOD and Israel.  With King David's faith, the  temple was 

going to be built as the specific site where GOD would decide to have as a place of contact between 

His people. GOD was still able to be present in the lives of His people, but the temple signified the 

special place where specific actions could take place to please GOD and to atone for their 

transgressions. Also, the temple allowed for a greater number of individuals to praise GOD 
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simultaneously. We are able to see the progression of the worship of GOD from the top of the 

mountain, the tent of witness that housed the Ark of the Covenant, to the first temple constructed under 

the Kingdom of Solomon. GOD had first only allowed Moses the ability to see or hear GOD, this 

progressed to the tent of witness where the high priest and people could see and hear GOD, and the first

temple allowed for a greater portion of Israel to see and hear GOD. We learn that this spiritual 

progression is significant in displaying GOD's steadfast love and grace for His people. GOD wants to 

remind His people that as long as they remain pure in heart, have faith, and follow the commandments, 

they will be able to participate in the worship of GOD. 

The temple was more than the ritual aspect of the House of Worship. It was the place where the 

Israelites could feel at home. A place that would allow the Israelites to worship GOD with their 

resources, their time, and their worship. It was not about the ritual only but the actual communion and 

fellowship that could exist with those who truly believed in GOD. At this point in time, GOD still was 

able to communicate with prophets, kings, and commanders as needed. The temple allowed for a place 

for Israel to rejoice with their devotion. 

The temple was a construction that was awaited for many years, but the conditions were not set just yet.

There were battles around the territories of Israel that made it difficult to devote time, effort, and 

resources while engaging in other efforts as well. First, Israel was instructed to take the Promised Land 

and be able to defeat the inhabitants of those lands. This proved a task that would take time to 

accomplish due to the amount of inhabitants that existed in those specified lands. 

After Israel was able to obtain the Promised Land, they still needed to protect the territory that they 

occupied. The territory was a point of contention because the land was fruitful and was filled with milk 
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and honey. It had resources, the ability to connect to water, and vast amounts of land. To this day, Israel

is a territory that is disputed due to the spiritual connotations, location, and specific resources that it 

has. From the beginning of Israel's history, the land was disputed by many different nations even after 

Israel was the owner of the land by the power of GOD Almighty. 

Eventually, during King Solomon's time, the ability to construct a temple was optimum. While King 

David wanted to construct GOD a temple, GOD wanted King Solomon to construct the temple at a 

specified time. King David and King Solomon would honor GOD, but they would also allow Israel to 

see the construction of a temple that would be a house for the LORD. It was set to be built in opulence 

as well as be built by some of the best workers. All of the construction was being instructed by GOD. 

This demonstrates that GOD decides the specific time at which key events are supposed to occur. While

King David was loved by GOD, GOD wanted a specific time in history for the temple to be built and 

that time was not ready during King David's reign. King David also assumes responsibility and 

acknowledges the purpose of GOD and no longer insists after the decision is made. King David 

understands that the purpose of GOD is beyond the comprehension of the human mind and accepts 

GOD's request. 

The time would be ready for the construction of the temple when King Solomon was king. King 

Solomon had allowed for his diplomatic alliances to yield their fruit of peace. However it was the 

LORD who ultimately gave peace to Israel during the time of King Solomon. There was no longer any 

fear of having to fight a war or a battle against the neighboring nations, as he had found a way to keep 

them at peace. King Solomon had managed to strike alliances through the marriages to the distinct 

princesses of many nations. It was stated that many nations wanted to know information about Israel 
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and the king of Israel.

The course of history for Israel was not the usual course of history of a nation. There were stark 

differences between the history of Israel compared to the history of many other nations. The timeline 

for key developments was different, the time of appointment for a king was different, the way war was 

fought, and many different points serve to show that Israel's history is unlike any other history in time. 

The Queen of Sheeba made sure to go to Israel to understand the wealth and riches that existed in the 

country as well as the wisdom of King Solomon. When everything was completed, she was left 

breathless. 

King Solomon would also be able to secure the alliance of the builders of Lebanon which were known 

for the quality of their trees. This would allow houses and buildings to be built with the best quality 

trees and material available. King Solomon was able to make an alliance with the King of Tyre to be 

able to obtain much needed supplies for building. 

These alliances proved the ability to sustain the peace needed to construct a large project as the temple 

was to become. There was a vast amount of resources needed with specified time, material, dimensions,

and the need for peace in the realm. This all existed in the time of King Solomon through the purpose 

of GOD. The project would be completed in many years and would become one of the greatest 

creations to exist at the time. GOD allowed King Solomon to build the Temple during the peak of the 

height of the Israelite Unified Empire when GOD was worshiped, the nations were unified, and the 

resources were plenty. 

King David had attempted to organize the individuals prior to the construction of the temple in order to 



91

facilitate the building of the temple and institution of worshiping. He had devoted specific resources to 

have the temple ready to be built as well as organize the Levites, Priests, and every specific profession 

in order to help King Solomon build the temple. King David had also helped  with the conquest of the 

enemies allowing Israel to have peace.

This was able to create a time of peace and a time of prosperity for Israel. Many consider the time 

during King Solomon's kingship to be the most prosperous time of the kingdom. It was the peak time 

when everything was working out, there were no disturbances, no conflicts, no difficulties, and life was

peaceful for the inhabitants of Israel. 

While the temple could not house the entire glory of the LORD, it was a place that could remind the 

people of the presence of the LORD. King Solomon understood that the LORD's greatness was too 

great to be housed in a specific place. His infinite greatness is beyond human understanding. The 

temple served as a reminder to the people of the presence of the LORD. As the Ark of the Covenant 

served as a visual reminder of the covenant that GOD had established with the Israelites that they were 

His people, so the temple allowed the people to understand that GOD was their GOD.  He would 

protect them and care for them as long as they kept the commandments and feared the LORD. King 

Solomon states the greatness of the LORD, and the importance of the temple being built. 

“But will GOD indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot 

contain you; how much less this house that I have built! Yet have regard to the prayer of your 

servant and to his plea, O LORD my GOD, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your 

servant prays before you this day, that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, 

the place of which you have said, 'My name shall be there,' that you may listen to the prayer that
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your servant offers toward this place. And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people 

Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when 

you hear, forgive.” - 1 Kings 8:27-30

The temple would allow for the worship of GOD, and for the community of believers in Israel to be 

whole through their relation to GOD. By being at peace with GOD, they were at peace with themselves

and their surroundings. Israel was given peace when it decided to follow GOD and GOD's 

commandments. It  was only after it decided to sin and stray did peace leave Israel and there were 

different conflicts that started. It was the faithfulness of Israel that allowed GOD to protect them and 

keep them at peace. It was their straying from the right path that led them to difficulties along the way. 

One of the most important points about the first temple was the location. The specific location was set 

from where King David had told King Solomon would build the temple. These instructions were 

specific in order to fulfill for what the LORD had specified. These instructions would allow King 

Solomon to have a map to follow along including any word that came from the LORD. King Solomon 

began to build the temple with the help of people from the surrounding countries, Israelites, and also 

with the resources that were abundant. 

“Now Solomon purposed to build a temple for the name of the LORD, and a royal palace for 

himself. And Solomon assigned 70,000 men to bear burdens and 80,000 to quarry in the hill 

country, and 3,600 to oversee them.” - 2 Chronicles 2: 1

King Solomon would then choose the specific place that the temple needed to be constructed. The 

specific place was on Mount Moriah where the LORD had appeared to King David. The specific time 
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was also important as it was the second month of the fourth year that King Solomon reigned as king. 

The dimensions of the building would also be important and specific. 

“Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where 

the LORD had appeared to David his father, at the place that David had appointed, on the 

threshing floor of Ornan the Jebuhite. He began to build in the second month of the fourth year 

of his reign. These are Solomon's measurements for building the house of GOD: the length, in 

cubits of the old standard, was sixty cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits. The vestibule in front

of the nave of the house was twenty cubits long, equal to the width of the house, and its height 

was 120 cubits. He overlaid it on the inside with pure gold. The nave he lined with cypress and 

covered it with fine gold and made palms and chains on it. He adorned the house with settings 

of precious stones. The gold was gold of Parvaim. So he lined the house with gold-its beams, its

thresholds, its walls, and its doors-and he carved cherubim on the walls.” - 2 Chronicles 3: 1-7

The specific place where the temple would be built was the place where the LORD had decided to stop 

the pestilence when King David had sinned requiring the census. The LORD had spared King David 

when King David humbled himself and asked the LORD for forgiveness as well as asked him to turn 

the anger away from the people. This shows the accountability of King David to take leadership during 

a difficult time and help his people in whichever way he could. The LORD allowed Israel to be saved 

from the devastation through the request of King David. 

This threshing floor was the place where the destruction was stayed. Israel was about to be devastated, 

but the LORD stopped the destruction at this specific site. 



94

“Then David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their faces. And David said to GOD,

'Was it not I who gave command to number the people? It is I who have sinned and done great 

evil. But these sheep, what have they done? Please let your hand, O LORD my GOD, be against

me and against my father's house. But do not let the plague be on your people.” - 1 Chronicles 

21: 16-17

King David would then receive instructions on how, when, and where an altar would need to be built 

for the LORD. King David worked fast and made sure to do everything that the LORD had stated since

the devastation was being seen. King David had pleaded with GOD and now King David had to make 

sure to do as required to make the plague leave. 

“Now the angel of the LORD had commanded, Gad to say to David that David should go up 

and raise an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. So David went up 

at Gad's word, which he had spoken in the name of the LORD. Now Ornan was threshing 

wheat, he turned and saw the angel, and his four sons who were with him hid themselves.” - 1 

Chronicles 21 : 18-20

King Solomon had started the work on the specific site that King David had specified based on what 

the LORD had specified. This place was specific as it signified the specific point at which the LORD 

had mercy on Israel and stopped the pestilence from continuing. The temple would be built at a site of 

great importance in Israel. Most of the construction of the temple was also specific in the material 

being either cypress as well as gold.

Through this time period, Israel had the abundance of resources, time, and the amount of workers that 
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would allow the specific temple to be created. Now King Solomon was able to work out the details that

would allow for the temple to be a reality for the people of Israel. Israel would have a place to worship 

the name of the LORD. What the LORD had stated concerning his purpose came to pass. 

King Solomon made sure to bring the Ark of the Covenant into the temple. The priests and the singers 

were positioned in the house of the LORD and everyone was able to sing and play instruments to the 

LORD worshiping and praising the LORD. What was once a promise had become a reality. The LORD

had made a covenant with Israel that they would be like the sands of the sea and that they would 

receive the Promised Land when they left Egypt. Israel was now in precious territory, had defeated its 

enemies all around, was loyal to the LORD, and was blessed in many ways. 

“There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets that Moses put there at Horeb, where the 

LORD made a covenant with the people of Israel, when they came out of Egypt. And when the 

priests came out of the Holy Place (for all the priests who were present had consecrated 

themselves, without regard to their divisions, and all the Levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, and 

Jeduthun, their sons and kinsmen, arrayed in fine linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood 

east of the altar with 120 priests who were trumpeters; and it was the duty of the trumpeters and

singers to make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the LORD), and when

the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical instruments, in praise of the 

LORD, 

'For he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.' 

the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, so that the priests could not stand to 



96

minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house of GOD.” - 2 

Chronicles 5: 10-14

The organization of the priests, musicians, and singers was started by King David in preparation for 

King Solomon to lighten the already immense task of building the temple. Here we see the realization 

of the organization of those priests, musicians, and singers singing and playing in unison giving glory 

to the LORD. The promised temple is constructed, the praise is given to the LORD, and the LORD 

appears in his glory. 

What before only happened to Moses now happened to the Israelites present at the temple. The LORD 

presented his glory to them, and they were allowed to the see the LORD due to their faith and belief in 

the LORD's greatness. The promises that the LORD made to Abraham and Moses still stand to this day.

We are able to see the unchanging ways of the LORD who instructs us to follow His path to be able to 

live a life that glorifies Him and that also reinvigorates and strengthens us. 

The unmeasurable faith that was previously only seen in few individuals has grown. Now priests, 

singers, musicians, and the king are able to see the LORD without suffering the consequences of seeing

the glory of the LORD. The LORD protects and secures those who put his trust in Him. 

While the pestilence during King David's time had destroyed and had stopped at the threshing floor, 

now the place that had signified destruction and devastation is a place filled with mercy and 

forgiveness and greatness. What once appeared to be fear and worry has turned into love and peace. It 

is through immense faith that the change occurred and changed the circumstances of the Israelites 

through the LORD. 
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It could be assumed that GOD was being worshiped during this time of peace in Israel. Although King 

Solomon had wives from other regions, it was not affecting his ability to worship GOD. King Solomon 

was able to continue his reign for a total of 40 years. It was during these 40 years that Israel reached a 

time of wealth, peace, and safety not reached in the past. It was after King Solomon left the throne to 

his son that Israel would again be at a place of conflict due to the challenges that originated from 

straying from the path. 

During the initial reign of King Solomon, there was faith and devotion to GOD which lasted for many 

years. It is noted in Kings that King Solomon in the latter years turned from GOD. He decided to build 

other temples and places of worship for the deities of his wives. The consequences of his actions would

lead to the splitting of the kingdom in two different halves. The first northern half would be the ten 

tribes of Israel. The southern half would have two tribes of Israel. While the kingdom would be 

divided, the son of King Solomon would have one tribe because GOD had loved King David. The 

splitting of the kingdom would occur not during the time of King Solomon but during the time of the 

son of King Solomon to show the mercy of GOD. 

Israel would have the peace removed and there would be a change in the way history would unfold. 

The unified Israel kingdom would be torn into two separate demarcations. This would come to pass in 

the days of the son of King Solomon as a way to show the nations the justice and the steadfast love of 

GOD. This did not pass during the time of King Solomon, but after the reign of King Solomon. The 

division spoken of would begin when the people would want to have the tax load decreased from the 

recent tax percentage that they were contributing. The son of King Solomon would have a group of 

counselors who would give counsel to the king. Within this counseling group there was a group of 

counselors that were older and would provide counsel to King Solomon's son concerning what should 
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be done about the taxes collected from the people. King Solomon's son would also have a second group

of counselors which were younger who also would advise him. The younger group of counselors would

advice him to increase the taxes while the older group advised him to decrease the tax percentage 

collected from the people. In the choice to increase the taxes, the beginning of the division of the 

kingdom had begun. 
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Proverbs and Ecclesiastes

In a similar fashion to King David, King Solomon allows for something similar to occur with the key 

events in history told in the Chronicles, Samuel, and Kings, while his beliefs and ideas were also shown

in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon. These chapters allow us to understand the mindset 

of what was going on in the mind of these influential leaders that had a nation to run. 

Ecclesiastes is ended with the most important point that is also made in multiple books of the 

Scriptures. During the last paragraph, it is told that a man's duty is for the person to worship GOD, 

follow his commandments, and fear the LORD. Ultimately, while there may be many philosophies and 

ways of thinking, the most important ones have been stated. This is a message from one of the wisest 

individual to ever have lived. A leader of Israel that had expanded the country to a level never seen 

before. A knowledgeable and wealthy individual who experienced many events. The main point he 

wants to highlight is to fear and follow the LORD. 

“The end of the matter; all has been heard, Fear GOD and keep his commandments, for this is 

the whole duty of man. For GOD will bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing 

whether good or evil.” - Ecclesiastes 12: 13-14
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This last portion of Ecclesiastes may have been written towards the latter part of his reign in Israel. He 

may have seen it all in the respect of having much wealth and pleasures and yet the most important 

point for Solomon was for an individual to be able to follow the LORD's commandments. We know 

that Solomon would write books and arrange the proverbs for the instruction of future generations of 

Israelis. We know that his instruction for individuals is to fear GOD and follow the commandments of 

GOD. 

King Solomon made sure to leave his wisdom in Proverbs as well as Ecclesiastes among the books he 

wrote. By this, it has been able to give insight into what it may be to have a mind that is able to 

comprehend many things that are not normally understood. There is a natural order to things and King 

Solomon attempts to give us insight into what that order may be. From how to act politely at a king's 

banquet to working, he instructs on how to make the most and the best out of every situation. Most 

importantly, he counsels on the need to pay attention to the LORD's commandments and fear the 

LORD as this prolongs one's life. 

One of the biggest conundrums that exist in the world is why bad things happen to good people and 

good things happen to bad people. This is a question that is difficult to answer as it would seem logical 

that good people should receive good rewards and bad people should receive bad rewards or 

consequences. Yet many times in the world, we see the opposite. Why does this happen? 

King Solomon as well as King David answer this in their different books. King Solomon in 

Ecclesiastes attempts to answer some of the difficult questions about life as he has pondered how some 

events may work. The response gives comfort to know that although evil people may prosper 

momentarily and may even prolong their life by committing evil, they are destined for a terrible place 
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in a moment. 

This is the consolation of the wicked. They are able to have a great life with wealth and pleasures in 

this life because at some point their life is snatched away from them. They are then destined  for Sheol. 

In contrast, the life of the righteous contains discipline and reproof for slight wrongdoings because they

are to walk the narrow and straight path. 

“Then I saw the wicked buried. They used to go in and out of the holy place and were praised in

the city where they had done such things. This also is vanity. Because the sentence against an 

evil deed is not executed speedily, the heart of the children of man is fully set to do evil. Though

a sinner does evil a hundred times and prolongs his life, yet I know that it will be well with 

those who fear GOD, because they fear before him. But it will not be well with the wicked, 

neither will he prolong his days like a shadow, because he does not fear before GOD.” - 

Ecclesiastes 8: 11-13

While evil may exist and reproduce by the actions of man, there is a specific date set for those that 

practice iniquity. King Solomon states that it is better for people to fear GOD than to continue doing 

evil because those who fear the LORD will be well. Being well with the LORD means being in good 

standing. Like Abraham, Noah, and Lot, the righteous will never be moved because their fear of the 

LORD will support them. The LORD pays attention to those that fear him. 

In Proverbs, King Solomon states the similar theme. He states that  it may seem that the wicked 

increase, but just at it seems that they increase, they will experience calamity and will fall. The LORD 

is a LORD of justice and makes sure to see that everything is done with fairness. While it may appear 
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that the wicked people's actions multiply, the cup of wrath is only getting filled until the fulfillment of 

judgment. 

“When the wicked increase, transgression increases, but the righteous will look upon their 

downfall.” - Proverbs 29: 16

The LORD does not only love us and cares for us, but He also seeks to establish justice. When his 

people are wronged, He does not turn a blind eye. He keeps watch and sees the actions of man against 

His anointed and His people. While there are institutions which attempt to provide justice on earth, 

King Solomon states that the LORD is the one who will ultimately have the last say in terms of justice. 

“Many seek the face of a ruler, but it is from the LORD that a man gets justice.” - Proverb 29: 

26

That brings up another question, “Why should we fear a loving LORD?” Many atheists or non-

believers always use this point to justify their disbelief in the love of the LORD. The fear of the LORD 

is not a fear as in the LORD wanting you to be trembling and frightened for your life. The meaning of 

this, in context, is the ability to keep his commandments. The fear of the LORD means the ability to 

understand that the LORD made the commandments in order to save us from recklessness and 

disobedience. If we fear the LORD, we will make sure to follow his commandments. The fear of the 

LORD can be equated to the love of the LORD. You fear breaking the commandments because you 

would be disappointing the LORD. 

The terror and anxiety of fearing the LORD would occur when his commandments are ignored 
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repeatedly. This is the fear the atheists are talking about. The wrath of the LORD should produce fear. 

There are two types of fear when speaking of the fear of the LORD. The first one is the fear of a 

believer, fearing to not follow his walk with the LORD. The second is the fear from the wrath of the 

LORD who can destroy and decide when to wipe out the iniquity. 

A loving Lord allows us to decide what we want to do in our lives. We are given free will to choose if 

we want to follow the commandments of the LORD or go astray and suffer the path of woes. Do we 

want blessings in our lives or do you want woes in your lives? 

For this reason, the LORD does not want even the wicked to perish, but as He gives free will, he allows

them to make that decision. The LORD does not seek to make people forcefully worship Him. He 

knows that would not be sincere. He seeks a sincere relationship where you choose to follow His 

commandments and fear the LORD. This is the fear of a believer. A fear of not trying to walk the right 

path when the LORD has promised to keep us. 

So although the wicked may seem to prosper, it is better for those that fear the LORD and follow his 

commandments. He keeps them from evil. While evil leads to destruction. Similarly, King David has a 

psalm that states similar beliefs. Those who are righteous may feel indignation at seeing the wicked 

prosper. Yet the LORD shows the writer that whatever they may prosper in this life is a momentary 

consolation for the woes they will suffer when they are apportioned for Sheol. 

This is the difficulty with understanding how exactly this works. Many on the surface see wealthy evil 

people prospering being able to flaunt their wealth without knowing that at a moments time it will all 

change. They will not have the ability to repent or change their ways prior to their destruction. This is 
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why the righteous should not feel indignation for the small consolation that the wicked are given in this

life. It may be difficult to understand, but it makes sense. Even the LORD is merciful enough to allow 

them to have some semblance of momentary happiness even as they choose to pursue evil. 

Another great topic that is addressed in Ecclesiastes is the topic on following authority or the king's 

command. King David had situations where even he was under the attack of the king and refused to 

attack the king because he feared that attacking the LORD's annointed would incur destruction. 

Therefore, David chose to allow King Saul to live on two occasions when he could have destroyed him.

Similarly, King Solomon states that it is wise to follow the king's orders and respect the king for the 

LORD placed him in the position that he sits. 

“I say: Keep the king's command, because of GOD's oath to him. Be not hasty to go from his 

presence. Do not take your stand in an evil cause, for he does whatever he pleases. For the word

of the king is supreme, and who may say to him, 'What are you doing?' Whoever keeps a 

command will know no evil thing, and the wise heart will know the proper time and the just 

way.” - Ecclesiastes 8: 2-5

Here King Solomon makes sure to demonstrate a similar belief that the king is the LORD's annointed. 

The LORD has chosen the king to be king and therefore the king has the blessing of the LORD to rule. 

While it may seem that a king can do anything that he pleases, there are limitations as seen with kings 

that did not follow the LORD's commands. This does not mean that a king is immune from his actions. 

Like King Saul and King Ahab, if they disobey the LORD and do not follow the commandments, they 

are reprimanded and rebuked. However, if a king is acting righteously and doing righteousness, how 

can anyone reprimand him or question his authority which is from the LORD. 
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Therefore it is important to understand that the LORD gives authority to whom he chooses. To this 

people should allow the LORD to decide if he takes their power away or keeps them in power. 

Again, King Solomon in Ecclesiastes mentions the importance of fearing the LORD and that humans 

cannot understand why the LORD does things in a specific manner. There are just somethings that are 

too deep and wide for us to fully understand. The LORD is able to ask us to walk in faith, but we must 

know that it is done to help us and not to harm us. Even King Solomon who is one of the wisest men to 

ever have lived understands that while humans may know many topics, there are some things that they 

will never know or understand. Even when there may be someone who may appear to know all the 

answers, no one can know what the LORD has decided. 

This gives us the ability to keep humble and understand that somethings happen for a reason beyond 

our understanding. We do not need to know everything that happens in our life. We do not need to 

understand every detail because the LORD helps secure us and gives us the ability to continue 

regardless of the hardships or circumstances that we may not understand. If the wisest mind in the 

world could not understand some specific points of life, what makes us think that we will find out? 

This humility is needed to understand that the LORD has a higher way of thinking than we will ever 

understand. 

“Then I saw all the work of GOD, that man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun. 

However much man may toil in seeking, he will not find it out. Even though a wise man claims 

to know, he cannot find it out.' - Ecclesiastes 8:17

With so many questions about life, it is interesting to note the solutions that King Solomon gives 
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concerning things that seem too complex. His solution continues to be to follow GOD's commandments

and fear the LORD. With these words, people can feel a sense of security and peace. 

Another important point is the importance of repentance. King Solomon included in his Proverbs a 

saying stating that repentance is important when someone is trying to be righteous. No one is perfect 

and there is no one that can follow the law of the LORD without sinning. King Solomon understands 

this and explains the importance of repentance.

“Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them 

will obtain mercy.” -Proverbs 28:13

Therefore we should be able to display repentance from sin, and this allows for GOD to atone for our 

transgressions. For this we should be able to confess them out loud towards our Heavenly Father, 

humbling ourselves as we know that we are not perfect. When we sin or transgress, we should be able 

to confess and no longer sin. It is through this that we are able to obtain mercy from our Heavenly 

Father. 

“Whoever walks in integrity will be delivered, but he who is crooked in his ways will suddenly 

fall.” - Proverbs 28:18

It is through repenting that we can turn away from transgressing from the law of the LORD and follow 

the righteous path. By walking in the righteous path, the straight and narrow path, we can be delivered 

from trouble. However, the wicked are not so because they refuse to repent from their transgressions 

and prefer to continue doing what they do. The LORD wants everyone to be saved and for no one to 
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experience difficulties or calamaties, but He does give us the ability to decide what to do. 

Most of the structure of Proverbs offers two ways of viewing the world. There is the righteous or 

correct way and the foolish and evil way of viewing the world. Through this parallelism, we are able to 

see the two different ways of going through life. We can choose to follow the correct and righteous way

or not. The LORD wants everyone to follow the right way because in it are heavenly and earthly 

rewards that we get. There is life, abundance, peace, tranquility, understanding, wisdom, faith, among 

so many positive qualities. 

Similar to the previous point about the wicked prospering, there is a message stated within the 

following Proverb. While on the surface it may appear one way, the reality is another. Like a glacier 

iceberg that only has the top portion visible, we are not able to see the whole structure completely 

submerged that is not seen. This may cause individuals to not understand the complete structure of the 

iceberg.

“Be not envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them, for their hearts devise violence, and 

their lips talk trouble.” - Proverbs 24:1

There we see two world views. One states that there are men who are evil who create plans for violence

while what they say is mostly consistent with someone who will attempt to plan evil. Why would 

someone be envious of these characteristics? Like the iceberg, the top portion is the belief that they 

keep resources or prosper. It is important to understand that this counsel is given by King Solomon 

concerning those who are evil. 
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Therefore, we should not emulate that which has characteristics that are not consistent with the LORD. 

The LORD wishes to provide peace instead of trouble. The LORD wishes to give us tranquility instead 

of violence. So then why would someone be envious of these characteristics if they are not consistent 

with the characteristics of the LORD? 

“Let not your heart envy sinners, but continue in the fear of the LORD all the day. Surely there 

is a future, and your hope will not be cut off.” - Proverbs 23:17-18

There are two roads that individuals are given the option to pass through. There is the road that leads to

the LORD and the road that does not. Here, again we see King Solomon illustrating the two different 

paths that can be taken. As in most of the Proverbs, we are able to see the two different paths that 

individuals can take through the parallelism that exists. These are the options of the individuals: 1) 

a)You can envy  sinners or b) not envy sinners. You can 2) a)Fear the LORD, or b) not fear the LORD. 

With each of these options, individuals can choose to honor the LORD or not honor the LORD. This 

will results in a different path for each option. If someone wants to honor the LORD, the LORD will 

honor that individual. If the individual does not want to honor the LORD, the LORD will not honor the 

individual. 

Therefore, as seen in Psalms, Chronicles, Kings, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes, individuals who pay 

attention to the purpose of the LORD will be given peace and are able to withstand many 

circumstances because the LORD is with them. This is in contrast with individuals who choose to go 

astray and are not allowed the peace of the LORD or the ability to withstand difficult circumstances. 

King David was established by the faith he had towards the LORD. The faith was highlighted when he 

was asked by the LORD to do something specific or to repent of sin. King David would follow what 
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the LORD stated and the kingdom was allowed to have peace. Similarly, King Solomon would listen to

the LORD and work on the temple and do what the LORD stated. As such Israel was allowed to have 

peace until there was spiritual idolatry. 

King Solomon wants to make sure that Israel knows that they must continue in the right path in order to

continue experiencing peace. As long as we are with the LORD there is a hope that is restored. We have

the ultimate hope that does not give way to circumstances or to events. We are able to hope in the 

LORD, and He acts for us and helps us. Both King David and King Solomon were able to understand 

that they were only servants of the LORD in order to properly guide Israel. By this, the LORD exalted 

them to positions of power and ruling in order that Israel may have the proper shepherds to guide them 

along their spiritual and physical journey. 

Proverbs allow us to see the way that we can prosper by following the correct path of the LORD and at 

the same time see the folly that exists in the unrighteous path. Therefore, we are able to understand that 

the LORD wants us to know that we have free will and the ability to choose to follow GOD. There are 

two paths that Proverbs try to show us. Through these paths, we see that individuals are free to choose 

which path to take. No one forces anyone into one specific path. The LORD allows for each individual 

to choose their own path and to follow the path that they choose. 

Proverbs gives wisdom in showing us the two paths, but also enhances our understanding of free will. 

There are positive and good situations that arise from following the LORD, and there are situations that

no one wants to be placed in. That is why it is important to allow our free will to decide for the path's of

the LORD since there we find peace, safety, love, and abundance. It is through the LORD who fulfills 

His promises and by whom we find our eternal salvation.
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This wisdom is attained from a devotion to the LORD. The LORD had appeared to Solomon during 

several times and described the importance of following the LORD in order to receive eternal life and 

salvation but also to have the blessings of this life. After King Solomon had dedicated the temple to the 

LORD, the LORD would appear in his glory and show Israel that their faith was being seen. Before 

only a few individuals were able to see the greatness and glory of the LORD, and now the LORD was 

allowing more individuals to see his glory. 

“Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king's house. All that Solomon had 

planned to do in the house of the LORD and in his own house he successfully accomplished. 

The LORD appeared to Solomon in the night and said to him: 'I have heard your prayer and 

have chosen this place for myself as a house of sacrifice. When I shut up the heavens so that 

there is no rain, or command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence among my people,

if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their 

land. Now my eyes will open and my ears attentive to the prayer that is made in this place. For 

now I have chosen and consecrated this house that my name may be there forever. My eyes and 

my heart will be there for all time. And as for you, if you will walk before me as David your 

father walked, doing according to all that I have commanded you and keeping my statutes and 

my rules, then I will establish your royal throne, as I covenanted with David your father, saying,

'You shall not lack a man to rule Israel.' 

But if you turn aside and forsake my statutes and my commandments that I have set before you,

and go and serve other gods and worship them, then I will pluck you up from my land that I 

have given you, and this house that I have consecrated for my name, I will cast out of my sight, 
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and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples. And at this house, which was 

exalted, everyone passing by will be astonished and say, 'Why has the LORD done thus to this 

land and to this house?' Then they will say, 'Because they abandoned the LORD, the GOD of 

their fathers who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods and 

worshiped them and served them. Therefore he has brought all this disaster on them.” 2  

Chronicles 7: 11-22

The two different paths that one can take are highlighted and given vivid examples of what is to occur. 

One of the paths guaranteers a throne and a kingdom and a possession while the other the removal of 

these guarantees. The condition is that they follow the purpose of the LORD and His commandments in

order to continue to receive blessings. We know that the LORD is merciful and that even when the 

commandments were not followed, He gives us the ability to ask for forgiveness. Through this 

example, King Solomon is showed the two paths that can be taken for an individual. 

Proverbs further shows this difference in paths that someone can take based on the actions and beliefs 

of the individual. The LORD allows for repentance and forgiveness, but wants us to walk in the correct 

path. 

“The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the treacherous destroys 

them.” - Proverbs 11-3

Again this is a reinforcement of the belief that righteousness is a path of its own that is guided by the 

LORD. There is no evil in this path and leads us to still waters and green pastures. It is a path that 

allows us to experience joy, happiness, steadfast love, and mercy. The other path in contrast is a path 
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that leads to destruction due to the treacherous actions of individuals. One path promises life and the 

other destruction. One path gives peace and the other anxiety. One path gives answers and the other 

problems. 

“Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.” - Proverbs 11: 

4

Righteousness again illustrates a characteristic that allows individuals to be safe from harm while the 

wicked do not have this safety. While profiting from unrighteousness may produce riches, the profit of 

those riches does not save in the time of wrath. Therefore, there are only two ways one can act and one 

way that guarantees peace, safety, and security. 

“A good man obtains favor from the LORD, but a man of evil devices he condemns.”  

-Proverbs 12: 2

The same theme is seen concerning whether one should act in righteousness or follow the way of the 

wicked. Through Proverbs, we are able to see the actions and reactions of each action. We are able to 

see the way of life and the way of destruction. 

Even in Ecclesiastes, when King Solomon may have been experiencing the consequences of his sin, he 

is still able to explain the importance of following the LORD. While the tone is not as instructive and 

hopeful as Proverbs, it still seeks to advice and guide people towards the right path. While there are 

passages that state that everything is the same and all that matters is to eat, drink, and be merry, it also 

instructs us to follow the LORD's path and not choose other roads that lead to destruction. 
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A Divided Kingdom: Israel and Judah

The son of King Solomon would increase the tax load on the people from the advice of the younger 

counselors which would result in many Israelites becoming angry with the situation. This would lead to

the election by the people of the northern tribes for a new king. The beginning of the split of the 

kingdom that was mentioned to King Solomon was beginning to happen and would allow individuals 

the ability to see the completion of GOD's prophecy. A future event was already set in motion as Israel 

was about to be divided and ruled by different kings. 

“And they sent and called him, and Joroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and said to 

Rehoboam, 'Your father made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard service of your 

father and his heavy yoke on us, and we will serve you.' He said to them, 'Go away for three 

days, then come again to me.' So the people went away.” - 1 Kings 12: 3-5

Rehoboam consulted with two groups of counselors an older group and a younger group. The older 

group insisted that he find favor with the people and lower the taxes which would allow the people to 

trust him and work for him. The younger group wanted him to raise the taxes even higher. To this 

Rehoboam chooses to raise the taxes. 
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“'My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with 

whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.' So they king did not listen to the people, for it 

was a turn of affairs brought about by the LORD that he might fulfill his word, which the 

LORD spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.” - 1 Kings 12: 14-15

This would cause the people of Israel to rebel against the action of the king. The people would no 

longer choose to follow the king and chose instead to follow Jeroboam. This would split the kingdom 

into two different areas. The Northern area was called Northern Israel or Israel and the Southern Israel 

region was Judah. 

“When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah and the tribe of 

Benjamin, 180,000 chosen warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to restore the kingdom 

to Rehoboam the son of Solomon. But the word of GOD came to Shemaiah the man of GOD: 

'Say to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the house of Judah and 

Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, 'Thus says the LORD, You shall not go up or fight 

against your relatives the people of Israel. Every man return to his home, for this thing is from 

me.' So they listened to the word of the LORD and went home again, according to the word of 

the LORD.” - 1 Kings 12: 21-24

The prophet at the time had to instruct Rehoboam that everything was passing just as the LORD had 

instructed it would happen. The unified kingdom of Israel was divided into two parts. The northern and 

southern part. Now instead of having one king, each region had their respective king meaning there 

were two kings. 
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On the other side of the kingdom, Jeroboam would institute worship of golden calves that were similar 

to those that were created when Moses had gone up to Mt. Sinai to speak to the LORD and receive the 

Ten Commandments. Jeroboam was committing the same sin that those who were at the base of the 

mountain in Moses' time had committed and paid the price for their sin. It is stated that Jeroboam 

instituted the worship of the idols in the two different regions. This was a plan in order to prevent the 

Israelites in the northern kingdom to go down to Judah to worship the LORD. This would allow him 

according to his own mind to consolidate his power and prevent people from choosing Judah and 

returning to the lineage of David. 

“Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim and lived there. And he went out 

from there and built Penuel. And Jeroboam said in his heart, 'Now the kingdom will turn back to

the house of David. If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the temple of the LORD at 

Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn again to their lord, to Rehoboam king of Judah,

and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah. So the king took counsel and made

two calves of gold. And he said to the people, 'You have gone up to Jerusalem long enough. 

Behold your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.'”- 1 Kings 2: 25-28

This passage shows that Jeroboam may have or have not believed in the new religion; however, he 

needed to consolidate his power above all. He did not want to have his kingdom removed and given to 

Rehoboam. His fear allows him to implement an idolatrous religion that would affect Israel. His lust 

and craving for power prevents him from seeing the truth and instead foments lies in order to keep his 

citizens in line. He cross references the golden calves to previous historical events even though the 

golden calves symbolized idolatry and not true deities. It is his envy and fear that cause him to stray 

and seek different ways to keep his power. 
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This provoked the LORD, as a man of the LORD was sent to Jeroboam to instruct him in his actions. 

Jeroboam would be shown that his idolatry was not tolerated. While Jeroboam was worshiping at the 

temple that he had made, the man of the LORD instructed him that the temple would fall. Jeroboam 

grew angry and attempted to grab the prophet but his hand shrunk in size unable to grasp the man. 

Jeroboam was astounded at what had happened. He quickly asked the prophet to plead to the LORD to 

return the hand back to normal. 

“And behold, a man of GOD came out of Judah by the word of the LORD to Bethel. Jeroboam 

was standing by the altar to make offerings. And the man cried against the altar by the word of 

the LORD and said, 'O altar, altar, thus says the LORD: 'Behold, a son shall be born to the 

house of David, Josiah by name, and he shall sacrifice on you the priests of the high places who

make offerings on you, and human bones shall be burned on you.'” - 1 Kings 13: 1-2

Jeroboam is quickly noted that he will have judgment for his idolatry and the altars would be destroyed.

This is a precursor showing that Jeroboam's plans would not continue and would instead be defeated. 

The prophet names the person who would cause the destruction of the altars and show who the true 

LORD is. 

This did not cause Jeroboam to change his ways or change his belief system. Jeroboam still continued 

to conspire against the LORD and against his anointed. Jeroboam decided to attack the sick child of 

Rehoboam. He found out that the son of Rehoboam was sick and wanted to send his wife to attack the 

sickly child in an attempt to stop the prophecy. The wife of Rehoboam dressed in a simpler manner in 

an attempt to visit the child and possibly cause some harm to the child. To the bewilderment of the 

wife, Ahijah, a prophet of the LORD, knew who the lady was. Quickly, Ahijah uttered judgment 
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against the wife of Jeroboam since his plans were plain to see. 

“When she came, she pretended to be another woman. But when Ahijah heard the sound of her 

feet, as she came in at the door, he said, 'Come in, wife of Jeroboam. Why do you pretend to be 

another? For I am charged with unbearable news for you. Go, tell Jeroboam, 'Thus says the 

LORD, the GOD of Israel: 'Because I exalted you from among the people and made you leader 

over my people Israel and tore the kingdom away from the house of David and gave it to you, 

and yet you have not been like my servant David, who kept my commandments and followed 

me with all his heart, doing only that which was right in my eyes, but you have done evil above 

all who were before you and have gone and made for yourself other gods and metal images, 

provoking me to anger, and have cast me behind your back, therefore behold, I will bring harm 

upon the house of Jeroboam and will cut off from Jeroboam every male, both bound and free in 

Israel, and will burn up the house of Jeroboam, as a man burns up dung until it is all gone. 

Anyone belonging to Jeroboam who dies in the city the dogs shall eat, and anyone who dies in 

the open country the birds of the heavens shall eat, for the LORD has spoken it.'”- 1 Kings 14: 

5-11

The judgment against the house of Jeroboam was uttered by the prophet of the house of Judah. What 

Jeroboam had intended against the house of Judah had actually worked against the house of Jeroboam. 

While Jeroboam thought that he could somehow cause a change in the prophecy of the previous 

prophet, another prophet from Judah reminds him of what will happen. Initially, Jeroboam planned 

against the worship of the LORD, and the LORD sent a prophet to tell him that the altars would be 

destroyed. The plan to subjugate his people through the false religion would fall. Jeroboam then 

decides to attack the lineage of David to prevent the man spoken in the previous prophecy from 
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attacking his altars. By choosing to attack his brother's house and offspring, the LORD offers another 

judgment and shows that as he attempted to destroy the child of Rehoboam, so will the LORD destroy 

all the male offspring of Jeroboam. Justice is executed swiftly as the prophet is able to show that the 

LORD is in control and no king that attempts to give lies to his people and commit atrocities would 

continue to be king. 

What could have led Jeroboam to act the way he did? The plan to consolidate power through idolatry 

and then attempt to harm the child of Rehoboam through deception? We quickly see that those that 

stray from the word of the LORD and His commandments begin to act in ways that are not normal. 

Jeroboam had received favor from the LORD to help the people and to worship the LORD as His 

father's in Israel had done. Somehow, the belief that other deities and other strategies would work end 

up costing Jeroboam the kingdom, his male offspring, and the most important part the ability to have a 

relationship with the LORD. 

Later in an event detailed in 2 Chronicles, we are able to see why Jeroboam had attempted to hurt 

Abijah, the son of Rehoboam. Abijah would be able to lead the southern kingdom of Israel, Judah 

against the attacks of the northern kingdom. Through this we are once again able to see how the LORD 

controls the events that occur. While Abijah had a smaller army, he was able to defeat Jeroboam and 

stop the attacks from Jeroboam. 

“In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah began to reign over Judah. He reigned for 

three years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Micaiah the daughter of Uriel of Gibeah. Now 

there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam. Abijah went out to battle, having an army of 

valiant men of war 400,000 chosen men. And Jeroboam drew up his line of battle against him 
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with 800,000 chosen mighty warriors. Then Abijah stood up on Mount Zemaraim that is in the 

hill country of Ephraim and said, 'Hear me, O Jeroboam and all Israel! Ought you not to know 

that the LORD GOD of Israel gave the kingship over Israel forever to David and his sons by a 

covenant of salt? Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, a servant of Solomon the son of David, rose 

up and rebelled against his lord, and certain worthless scoundrels gathered about him and defied

Rehoboam the son of Solomon, when Rehoboam was young and irresolute and could not 

withstand them.'  - 2 Chronicles 13:1-7

The southern kingdom was serving the LORD while the northern kingdom had decided to break the 

two commands that the LORD had made for both nations. With half the total army as that of the Israel 

kingdom, Judah would be able to defeat the northern kingdom. Here again, Abijah pronounces the 

errors of the northern kingdom's leadership. Instead of following the LORD and respecting the southern

kingdom for their shared history, the north blatantly follows after its own beliefs with no sense of the 

importance of following the commands. Abijah is able to pronounce the judgment against the northern 

kingdom and is able to defeat them with the LORD. 

There was a second commandment that the northern kingdom had broken as well. Aside from breaking 

the First Commandment, the LORD had instructed both the northern kingdom and the southern 

kingdom not to engage in infighting since they had shared history and their father's worshiped the 

LORD. The norther kingdom would make several attempts at consolidating power as seen by the 

attempt of Jeroboam to maintain the northern citizens from leaving and keeping their spiritual belief in 

the true LORD. Therefore, while attempting to keep his power Jeroboam not only instituted a different 

religion but also attempted to attack his brothers in the southern kingdom. These two plans were seen 

as evil and Jeroboam would suffer for his atrocities for leading Israel away from the LORD and 
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plotting to attack Judah's child to the throne.

Once again we see that people attempt to forget that the prophets of GOD are workers and messengers 

of the LORD. When kings and people forget this, they think that the messages of warning or precaution

come from the person when they come from the LORD. Such messages should be taken carefully. Like

Jezebel, Jeroboam grows angry at the actions of the prophet and seeks to hurt the prophet. Quickly, 

there are repercussions for the actions taken against the prophet. 

Even worse, Jeroboam attempts to sway the prophet into possibly changing what he has pronounced. 

Jeroboam invites the prophet to eat and drink in his home which the prophet understands as a way to 

gain favor with the prophet. The prophet has been warned not to eat and drink with Jeroboam and his 

household and leaves. This shows us that the purpose of GOD must be maintained even when the 

pressure from the world attempts to make us change. Jeroboam was able to understand that the 

judgment from the LORD was happening, and his persuasion would have no effect on the wrath that 

the idolatrous temple would experience. 

While the plan may have allowed him to consolidate the power in the northern kingdom and keep his 

subjects in line with his temples and high places, it inspired the wrath of the LORD who allowed 

Jeroboam to be defeated at a later battle against the southern kingdom of Judah. Even when Jeroboam 

had a greater army and a larger territory, the leader of Judah called upon the LORD and they defeated 

the northern kingdom.

“Jeroboam had sent an ambush around to come upon them from behind. Thus his troops were in

front of Judah, and the ambush was behind them. And when Judah looked, behold, the battle 
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was in front of and behind them. And they cried to the LORD, and the priests blew the 

trumpets. Then the men of Judah raised the battle shout. And when the men of Judah shouted, 

GOD defeated Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah. The men of Israel fled before 

Judah, and GOD gave them into their hand. Abijah and his people struck them with great force, 

so there fell slain of Israel 500,000 chosen men. Thus the men of Israel were subdued at that 

time, and the men of Judah prevailed, because they relied on the LORD, the GOD of their 

fathers. And Abijah pursued Jeroboam and took cities from him, Bethel with its villages and 

Jeshanah with its villages and Ephron with its villages. Jeroboam did not recover his power in 

the days of Abijah. And the LORD struck him down, and he died. But Abijah grew mighty. And 

he took fourteen wives and had twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters. The rest of the acts of 

Abijah, his ways and his sayings, are written in the story of the prophet Iddo.” - 2 Chronicles 

13-22

Israel initially had judges that were able to pronounce judgment against Israel whenever the inhabitants

were holding on deeply to their sin. Whenever Israel started worshiping other deities or not honoring 

the commandments continuously, judges were created by GOD to give instruction to Israel. This would 

allow for Israel to rectify her ways and make the correct choice of choosing to walk in the correct path. 

There were twelve judges in the history of Israel and they attempted to help Israel be faithful to the 

LORD. Judges were also appointed to fight against the territorial enemies of Israel. 

After the twelfth judge, the people of Israel wanted a king that would fight alongside them during 

battles and that could rule the people. GOD did not want Israel to have kings because GOD was their 

king and would lead them through their battles. The people of Israel were firm in their request of a 

king. Finally, GOD told Samuel to tell the people that they would get a king. This king would rule them
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and at the same time receive resources from the people. It is now visible that the people did not know 

what they were asking for because now the tax load had been increased and they were experiencing a 

change of mind. 

Now that they were asked to provide resources for the king to establish specific rulings and projects 

and governance, the people were rebelling for the amount of taxes that were going to be increased to 

provide resources to the king. What GOD had stated would cause dissatisfaction in the people has also 

become true. Israel was experiencing two events at the same time that were unifying to fracture the 

unified kingdom that existed at the time of King Solomon.

The splitting of the kingdom did not only have a spiritual significance but also would create multiple 

kings at the time. There would be two kingdoms in place the northern called Israel and the southern 

called Judah. These two kingdoms would be created from the unified Israel that existed previously. The

split would lead to the creation of multiple kings in these kingdoms. 

While Israel was at peace initially at the reign of King Solomon, at the beginning of the reign of his 

son, the kingdoms are ready to go to battle. The peace time that was a respite from all the wars and 

battles would end with the reign of King Solomon. As seen with the reign of the multiple kings in the 

following years, there would be foreign kingdoms ready to start battles against the Israelites. The word 

of the LORD came true concerning the people of Israel's request for a king and the division of the 

kingdom. 
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The Rise of Multiple Kingships

After Israel was divided into the northern and the southern regions, there were a total of greater than 30

kings. The amount of kings who reigned at one specific time were now two, one in each specific 

kingdom. The kingdom had been split into Israel and Judah (including the Tribe of Benjamin). With 

this there were many distinctions to be made concerning the kingdoms of each nation at each time. The 

spiritual unfaithfulness of the third king of the unified kingdom of Israel led Israel to be torn in two 

kingdoms. While King Solomon was not able to see this in his lifetime, the effects of the split would 

result in difficulties for the inhabitants of both kingdoms. 

Israel and Judah would have interesting differences. Israel would have nineteen kings according to the 

time dated in the book of Kings and Judah twenty kings. Most of the kings of Israel would do actions 

that would anger the LORD, and their reign would last less than the twenty years established for those 

that did not follow his command. As seen in the reign of Saul who displeased the LORD, the reign was 

20 years possibly. The reign of King David was 40 years. 

In the kingdom of Israel, there were almost no kings that reigned for more than twenty years except for 

three. For Judah there were eight kings that did reign for twenty or more years. Most of the kings of 

Israel did evil deeds while the kings of Judah did not do as much evil. 
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For example, it is stated that Rehoboam was able to fortify the cities of Judah and provided the 

necessary equipment to make the cities strong. It is stated that the Levite priests also went to Judah 

when Jeroboam was ruling. This signified how the LORD would be with Rehoboam who was King 

Solomon's son to help him through his rule. It is stated that the priests left Israel or the northern 

kingdom to help Rehoboam. Jeroboam had decided to cast out the priests of the LORD and instead 

have new priests that served the foreign religion. This was already setting the realities of both 

kingdoms. One would be filled with foreign religions while the other kingdom would follow the true 

worship of the LORD.

“And the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel presented themselves to him from all 

where they lived. For the Levites left their common lands and their holdings and came to Judah 

and Jerusalem, because Jeroboam and his sons cast them out from serving as priests of the 

LORD, and he appointed his own priests for the high places and for the goat idols and for the 

calves that he made. And those who had set their hearts to seek the LORD GOD of Israel came 

after them from all the tribes of Israel to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the LORD, the GOD of their 

fathers. They strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and for three years they made Rehoboam the 

son of Solomon secure, for they walked for three years in the way of David and Solomon.” - 2 

Chronicles 11:13-17

So there is already a set division not only in the physical borders of the two kingdoms but also a 

difference in the worship and religion. The southern tribe of Israel, Judah, has received the priests that 

were exiled from the northern Israel. This change in faith of the northern region tells us that they seek 

to embrace other religions and other belief systems that are similar to other neighboring regions. Judah 

decides to take in the priests of the LORD and allow them to work in their calling and duty to the 
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LORD. This division is already remarkable in the way that history was set out to show the different 

spiritual beliefs that have divided the nation. Where Judah whole heartedly worships the LORD, the 

northern Israel is looking to worship other deities. This is a stark contrast in the belief systems as this 

will play a part in the history of each kingdom.

Both nations at the point of dividing the kingdom had shared history concerning religious, cultural, and 

societal practices. They had the shared history of being sons and daughters of Abraham and having the 

GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as their GOD. Even through the promises that GOD had faithfully 

sustained throughout the history of Israel, the northern Israel region chose to embark on a different 

spiritual belief. With Jeroboam, there is a new system of worship that is not consistent with the 

previous system of worship. This may be the reason why the reigns of the kings in the northern 

kingdom were shorter than those in the southern kingdom. This could explain why there were more 

“evil” kings in the northern region when compared to the southern kingdom. Idolatry had caused the 

northern kingdom of Israel to stray from their path with GOD leading to difficulty. 

As seen in the examples previously stated, King Ahab would be one of the kings that committed great 

evil causing Israel to worship other deities. Similarly Jeroboam did the same thing when he instituted 

the worship of the golden calves. Both northern kings were defeated in battle and both would have 

shorter reigns than those kings that chose to follow the purpose of the LORD. This difference is 

important to note because GOD was present with the kings that decided to humble themselves to the 

LORD. We are reminded of the difference in outcomes between the northern kingdom and the southern

kingdom.  

There is noted to be a king who was spoken positively from the LORD for following the word of GOD.
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From the kings of Israel, King Jehu was the king that did the most good as he was able to destroy the 

foreign religions. In Judah, there were more kings that were seen with being given favor for their good 

actions such as King Asa, King Jehoshaphat, King Hezekiah, and King Josiah. King Abijah was stated 

to have followed the will of the LORD and was able to defeat an army that was twice as large as his 

own. 

While Rehoboam marked the first king of Judah, he was initially following the commands of GOD. At 

a later time, he began to worship other idols. It is stated in 2 Chronicles that when he began to get 

strong, he no longer followed the commands of the LORD. This is again the reason for why kings were

not allowed to place all their confidence on their might, resources, or spiritual idolatry because it would

sway them from their role as leaders of the nation of the LORD. 

“When the rule of Rehoboam was established and he was strong, he abandoned the law of the 

LORD, and all Israel with him.” - 2 Chronicles 12:1 

After this happened, there was specific judgment from the LORD. While Rehoboam had decided to 

leave the laws of the LORD, the LORD had decided to leave him. Then the king of Egypt would attack 

the kingdom of Judah and would take away what Rehoboam had won. Rehoboam would then have to 

pay tribute to the king of Egypt as a way to prevent the complete destruction of his kingdom. As soon 

as Rehoboam decided to not follow the LORD, the kingdom was diminished. Even when the LORD 

decides to issue judgment against Rehoboam, when Rehoboam repents, the LORD gives him mercy 

and prevents the kingdom from being totally destroyed. 

“In the fifth year of king Rehoboam, because they had been unfaithful to the LORD, Shishak 
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king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem with 1,200 chariots and 60,000 horsemen. And the 

people were without number who came with him from Egypt- Libyans, Sukkiim, and 

Ethiopians. And he took the fortified cities of Judah and came as far as Jerusalem. Then 

Shemaiah  the prophet came to Rehoboam and to the princes of Judah, who had gathered at 

Jerusalem because of Shishak, and said to them, 'Thus says the LORD, 'You abandoned me, so I

have abandoned you to the hand of Shishak.' Then the princes of Israel and the king humbled 

themselves and said, 'The LORD is righteous.' When the LORD saw that they humbled 

themselves, the word of the LORD came to Shemaiah: They have humbled themselves. I will 

not destroy them, but I will grant them deliverance, and my wrath shall not be poured out on

Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak,  Nevertheless, they shall be servants to him, that they may 

know my service and service to the kingdoms of the countries.'”- 2 Chronicles 12: 1-8

King Asa was another king in the southern region that decided to follow the LORD and was helped 

throughout his reign. The LORD decided to tell Asa what the options were initially when he began to 

be king. 

“The Spirit of GOD came upon Azariah the son of Obed, and he went out to meet Asa and said 

to him, 'Hear me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin: The LORD is with you while you are with 

him. If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you forsake him, he will forsake you. For a

long time Israel was without the true GOD, and without a teaching priest and without law, but 

when in their distress they turned to the LORD, the GOD of Israel, and sought him, he was 

found by them.” - 2 Chronicles 14: 1-4

Again we see the ability for kingdoms to regain their strength and follow the true way of life. With the 
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favor of the LORD, kingdoms prospered, but without the LORD, kingdoms were defeated. King Asa is 

told of how the kingdom can return to the LORD and have prosperity and peace. There is a correlation 

with the way that the LORD states that he was not with Israel as Israel had decided to be without the 

LORD and how the kingdoms were in constant battle with each other and with other countries. The 

LORD gives Asa the ability to decide to strengthen and correct the course of Israel or to continue like 

the previous kingdoms that were without the LORD. 

Once again we see the mercy that the LORD extends to the house of David and the kingdom of Judah. 

They are given an opportunity to sort out any spiritual conflicts that exist and follow the way of life. 

There is no other option on the table for the preservation of the kingdom. It is noted that there was 

distress in the kingdom because they were without the LORD. Without having the LORD there was no 

guidance, and no one to instructed them how they should follow the commands of the LORD. 

“In those times there was no peace to him who went out or to him who came in, for great 

disturbances afflicted all the inhabitants of the lands. They were broken in pieces. Nation was 

crushed by nation and city by city, for GOD troubled them with every sort of distress. But you, 

take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for your work shall be rewarded.” - 2 Chronicles 

15: 5-7

Without the LORD, there was no peace. Without the LORD looking after his flock and his people, 

there was no peace that the people could feel safe. As a result, there was battle after battle. This could 

explain the reason for multiple battles not only between Israel and Judah, but also with the surrounding 

nations. The LORD is a protector of those who are His. There is no other option for peace. As we see in

this example, the northern kingdom had leaders that betrayed their own people with idolatry and in-
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battling with the southern kingdom. They plotted destruction and worshiped false idols because they 

did not have the LORD. Their heart and mind went astray as soon as they were spiritually committing 

adultery. 

Whenever, a leader would choose to change their ways, the peace of the LORD returned to them,and 

they began to have better outcomes. No longer did they have to be in battles. No longer did they have 

to suffer from in-fighting. There was a peace that cannot be comprehended by the human mind. It is a 

divine peace that surpasses the knowledge of individuals. 

“As soon as Asa heard these words, the prophecy of Azariah the son of Obed, he took courage 

and put away the detestable idols from all the land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities 

that he had taken in the hill country of Ephraim, and he repaired the altar of the LORD that was 

in front of the vestibule of the house of the LORD. And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, 

and those from Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon who were residing with them, for great 

numbers had deserted to him from Israel when they saw that the LORD his GOD was with him.

They were gathered at Jerusalem in the third month of the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa.” - 2

Chronicles 15: 8-11

Asa decided to change the way that worship was held and wanted to change the way people felt about 

worship. There was a sense of hopelessness or a sense that worship may not matter. Apathy had seemed

to be the common emotion and reaction of the people when they saw that the LORD was not with 

them. Asa decided to change this by arranging ways to stop the spiritual idolatry that was occurring 

while at the same build up the places of worship for the LORD. This showed a fervor for the LORD. 

Through these actions he was making sure that what the prophet had told became true. He wanted 
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Israel to experience times of plenty and of peace rather than the difficulties that they had already 

experienced. The mercy of the LORD was available if they only decided to repent and change their 

ways. 

Asa started by destroying and removing the idols from the land of Judah and Benjamin. He began by 

destroying those idolatrous figures and decides to eliminate them from the sight of the inhabitants of 

Judah and Benjamin. By removing them from the town squares and from the view of people, Asa was 

stating that those beliefs were unacceptable. They were not to be accepted or tolerated. GOD had 

instructed Asa what he needed to accomplish and was quick to fulfill the purpose of GOD. 

Here we see the importance of what our eyes look at. By having the idols visible, it showed a certain 

tolerance to the idols by the inhabitants. It states that Asa took courage meaning he had to take a 

decision that may not have been viewed favorably by those who worshiped the idols or had grown used

to seeing them in the town. Asa did not care about who he offended but rather cared about how his 

actions would glorify the LORD. He quickly decided to remove those idols and raise up the places of 

worship for the LORD. 

This was the physical removal of the foreign religions for the placement of the LORD as the center of 

worship. The actions of Asa would be swift as he was warned about how the actions that he would take 

as king would affect the kingdom. His resolve was so great that it may have impacted those who lived 

in the northern kingdom of Israel. It may seem that the northern kingdom was still involved in idol 

worship and some of the inhabitants were not pleased with these actions. The leaders and kings of the 

norther kingdom may have actually allowed the idols to become the center place of worship instead of 

the LORD who had freed the people from Egypt. 
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It is seen from the previous passage that people from Israel decided to leave those places and move 

towards the southern kingdom that embraced the true worship of the LORD. The people from Ephraim,

Manasseh, and Simeon had decided to leave their birthplace and their habitations to go serve the LORD

and Asa. No longer were they blinded or deceived by the kings or leaders of the northern region, but 

they were seeing the fervor that was commonly felt by those who believed in the LORD. Asa's strength 

and decision-making was being led by the LORD since his actions took on great force. 

Through these examples in history, we are able to see how the LORD always creates a remnant of 

believers that is able to withstand the current situations or circumstances. Judah and Benjamin in the 

southern region of Israel were smaller territories than the ten northern tribes of Israel. Yet, even those in

the northern tribes decided to change their ways when they saw the resolute action of their leaders to 

follow the LORD. Maybe they had seen the actions of the leadership in the northern region and were 

afflicted by the amount of sinful actions that had permeated the northern kingdoms. The people 

understood that the LORD was with Asa. In this manner, Asa was able to gain strength by the LORD 

effecting a great change in the kingdom of Judah and Benjamin. While the southern kingdom was the 

remnant, it was not immune to sin. Even Rehoboam, the first king had decided to follow different 

practices that allowed for sin and a different way of worship to occur. Therefore, it was important to 

understand that the believers needed to keep faith and stay faithful with the LORD. 

Asa's son, Jehoshaphat would inherit the kingdom from King Asa and would become the king. It is 

stated that Jehoshaphat would do as his father and be loyal in his walk with the LORD and did not stray

like the northern kingdom of Israel. He was able to spiritually strengthen the land and was able to 

strengthen the spiritual belief of the people in the LORD. Jehoshaphat would make sure not to mix idol 

worship with the worship of the living LORD. 
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“The LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the earlier ways of his father David. 

He did not seek the Baals, but sought the GOD of his father and walked in his commandments, 

and not according to the practices of Israel. Therefore the LORD established the kingdom in his

hand. And all Judah brought tribute to Jehoshaphat, and he had great riches and honor. His heart

was courageous in the ways of the LORD. And furthermore, he took the high places and the 

Asherim out of Judah.”- 2 Chronicles 17:3-6

Jehoshaphat is called the son of David instead of Asa. This may refer to the amount of loyalty and faith 

Jehoshaphat had for the LORD. Like King David, this type of faith was not seen in many kings. It is 

noted that it is important that he did not stray. It is noted that Jehoshaphat destroyed and moved out the 

idols of the land where they could be found. This is a contrast to the practices of Israel or the northern 

kingdom which shows that they were still practicing idolatry and were not steadfast in their love of the 

LORD. 

So strong and courageous were the actions of Jehoshaphat that the LORD allowed the kingdom to have

peace as in the days of King Solomon. It is stated that there was a fear that existed around the territories

of Judah. Even the enemies of Judah brought tribute to the king of Judah. From the Philistines to the 

Arabians, surrounding nations gave silver and rams as tribute to the king of Judah. Through the 

surrounding nation's tributes, we can learn that GOD was protecting and defending the kingdom of 

Judah. King Asa had lived in a righteous way, and King Jehoshaphat continued this same path.

“And the fear of the LORD fell upon all the kingdoms of the lands that were around Judah, and 

they made no war against Jehoshaphat. Some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat presents 

and silver for tribute, and the Arabians also brought him 7,700 rams and 7,700 goats. And 
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Jehoshaphat grew steadily greater. He built in Judah fortresses and store cities, and he had large 

supplies in the cities of Judah. He had soldiers, mighty men of valor, in Jerusalem.”- 2 

Chronicles 17: 10-13

“These were in the service of the king, besides those whom the king had placed in the fortified 

cities throughout all Judah.” - 2 Chronicles 17: 19

It is stated that so great and mighty was King Jehoshaphat's kingdom and his men, that King Ahab 

called upon him for help when there were battles in the northern kingdom Israel. To contrast, the 

southern kingdom was experiencing peace and the northern kingdom was experiencing constant battles 

against other nations. Inwardly, King Ahab was involved in foreign worship of idols. There is a stark 

contrast between the two nations again as the northern kingdom refuses to abandon idolatry and the 

southern kingdom is able to experience peace and blessings from the LORD. It would be in the 

beginning of the reign of King Jehu that the northern kingdom of Israel would begin to have respite 

from the troubles of idolatry. 

“Ahab king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, 'Will you go with me to Ramoth-

gilead?' He answered him, “ I am as you are, my people as your people. We will be with you in 

war.'”- 2 Chronicles 18: 3

Jehoshaphat was going to help King Ahab fight against his enemies and attempt to create an alliance 

that would bring peace between the two nations. King Ahab had the larger territory yet was asking 

Judah for help. Jehoshaphat would ask the prophets if they were to go up and fight to which all the 

prophets answered yes in order to satisfy the king. However, there was a true prophet of the LORD 
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who would state the truth regardless of the consequences in contrast to the lying prophets. Jehoshaphat 

would hear that the prophet would state that they should not go to war since it would cause Ahab's 

defeat. King Ahab preferred to hear the lying prophets and even dealt severely with the prophet. The 

alliance was strictly political in nature and did not include a spiritual change in King Ahab and his 

kingdom. 

After the end of the battles, King Jehoshaphat is able to return safe to his kingdom. We learn that there 

are difficulties for the northern kingdom since Ahab and Jezebel decide to act wickedly against its 

inhabitants. We learn that Elijah the prophet is able to prove to the inhabitants of the northern Israel that

the GOD of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the true GOD of Creation. After the prophet Elijah is able to 

rain fire from the sky to prove that GOD is the true GOD, we learn that Jezebel threatens Elijah. Elijah 

is able to pray to the LORD who delivers Elijah from the wicked rulers of northern Israel. Elijah is told 

by GOD to anoint Jehu as king and for Jehu to become king. 

 When King Ahab was no longer king through the anointing of Jehu as king by the prophet Elijah, we 

learn that King Jehu is commanded by GOD to visit King Jehoshaphat. King Jehu would leave a 

message to King Jehoshaphat stating what the LORD wanted him to hear. In the message, it is stated 

that Jehoshaphat had been in alliance with the wicked and that was not well with GOD. We also see the

grace and steadfast love that GOD gives to those that are faithful servants of the LORD. Even though 

he did an alliance with Ahab, the LORD shows mercy and sees that Jehoshaphat had done good to his 

kingdom by eliminating idol worship. 

“Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned in safety to his house in Jerusalem.” - 2 Chronicles 

19:1
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The nations of Israel and Judah still had to not only battle the surrounding enemies, but there was now 

a physical division between what was once a united kingdom. This physical division also took form in 

a spiritual division. The alliance between Israel and Judah would only be for the battles against their 

enemies, but the spiritual division still existed. The kingdom of Judah would maintain peace as long as 

they maintained faith in GOD. The kingdom of Israel would experience difficulties for their spiritual 

idolatry. 

King Jehu made sure to state to Jehoshaphat that he was not pleased with the alliance that Jehoshaphat 

had made with King Ahab of the northern kingdom. This was because King Jehoshaphat was fighting 

alongside a wicked kingdom that had decided to practice idolatry instead of following the 

commandments that GOD had instructed both kingdoms to follow.

“But Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, 

'Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD? Because of this, wrath has 

gone out against you from the LORD. Nevertheless, some good is found in you, for you 

destroyed the Asheroth out of the land, and have set your heart to seek GOD.'” - 2 Chronicles 

19:2-3

King Jehoshaphat may have attempted to do the alliance in order to spare Judah infighting with the 

northern kingdom. This could have been done with good intentions, but the important point is that the 

good should not be helping the wicked. This is a message that is given by the new King Jehu of the 

northern Israel that was prophesied as king by Elijah. The same Elijah that was threatened by the wife 

of King Ahab. The mercy and strength of the LORD is seen in full display as He wants to show that 

King Ahab needed to go to battle without the southern faithful region. King Ahab had not worshiped 
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the LORD and as such there should have been no help from the followers of the LORD for King Ahab. 

Even through this we see the mercy of the LORD towards Jehoshaphat because the LORD allows him 

to return to safety to his home even after making the alliance. The LORD also allows King Jehu to 

present only a caution message instead of devoting him to destruction like he had been instructed to do 

against all the male heirs of Ahab and also the prophets of the foreign religions. The LORD saw that 

Jehoshaphat had been loyal to the LORD and had previously destroyed the idols of the land and had set

his heart on the LORD following His commandments and ways. 

We see that the LORD disciplines and rebukes in order to show us that He cares for us. He had sent 

Jehu to discipline Jehoshaphat. A king brought the message to the southern king of Judah. The message

displayed the need to learn not to follow the ways of the wicked or to help them in their evil pursuits. 

King Ahab could have turned from his idolatry and done what Jehoshaphat had done to throw away 

idols and the false religions. The difference was that King Ahab had attached himself too firmly to his 

wife who controlled him to some extent. Instead of diminishing the high places and temples, he 

increased them in number allowing people to turn from the LORD.

This again serves as an example of the loving LORD that we serve. He forgave Jehoshaphat, and He 

rebuked him through a king. He also sends a warming message that Jehoshaphat was doing good in the 

LORD's sight by being steadfast and believing in the LORD. This allows us to see that King 

Jehoshaphat was not to help nations that were committing idolatry or that were sinning against the 

LORD.

The LORD would allow Jehoshaphat through faith to lead his people against the enemies of the 
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southern kingdom of Judah. The surrounding nations would attempt to fight against Jehoshaphat, but 

Judah was able to withstand the attacks and defeat all of its enemies from the Ammonites, Moahites, 

and those that lived in Seir. Jehoshaphat prayed to the LORD in front of the people and allowed the 

LORD to act against the enemies of Judah. Like in the times of David, the enemies of Israel were 

defeated by the strength of the LORD until nothing was left. 

“And when they began to sing and praise, the LORD set an ambush against the men of Ammon,

Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed. For the men of 

Ammon and Moab rose against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, devoting them to destruction, and

when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they all helped to destroy one another.” - 

2 Chronicles 20: 22-23

Again, the spiritual fidelity to the LORD and the praise to the LORD allowed the LORD to act for 

Judah like it happened during David's time. The LORD was able to act for His people and defeat all His

enemies. It was the LORD who protected them, defeated their enemies, and brought them peace. There 

was nothing else that could give them what they needed. It was the LORD who had managed to allow 

Jehoshaphat to return home safely and guide his people to defeat those enemies that surrounded his 

people. The impossible became possible and Judah, the smaller territory, was able to destroy everything

that came to attack it. 

“Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat at their head, 

returning to Jerusalem with joy, for the LORD had made them rejoice over their enemies. They 

came to Jerusalem with harps and lyres and trumpets, to the house of the LORD. And the fear of

GOD came on all the kingdoms of the countries when they heard that the LORD had fought 
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against the enemies of Israel. So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his GOD gave him rest

all around.” - 2 Chronicles 20:27-30

While it appears that there are multiple ways to obtain peace, this shows us that there is only one way 

to obtain peace. When Jehoshaphat had multiple foes around him and the people of Judah, what did 

Jehoshaphat do? Did he look to make alliances with other nations or even with northern Israel to get 

more men or resources? He took the matter to the LORD and praised the LORD in the middle of the 

battle. This allowed the LORD to help Jehoshaphat and Judah to defeat their enemies and allow peace 

to reign in His kingdom. So great was the account of the battle that it states that the surrounding nations

were afraid of the LORD. Jehoshaphat is not abandoned, and the people of Judah have peace. 

While there were many kings within the Scriptures that were known to commit spiritual iniquity, there 

was one specific one that was highlighted for the evil that they had committed. It is stated that King 

Ahab had committed more iniquity than the previous kings before him. There were six kings in Israel 

before King Ahab, and there was a specific distinction indicating that their evil was great. 

Aside from a divided kingdom, the enemies of Israel  surrounding the nation continued to attack. This 

pressure from within and from without caused Israel to experience something that it had not 

experienced in the past. The prophets continue to exist and continued to attempt to reform the beliefs in

the kingdoms, but the amount of idolatry and sinfulness continued. For this reason, the enemies of 

Israel continued to attack and the once united kingdom of Israel was experiencing a change in the 

times.

Through these experiences, we are able to still see the faithfulness of some individuals in their belief in 
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the LORD. Even when it appears that there are no righteous individuals, the LORD establishes specific 

kings, prophets, and individuals to continue to work for His glory in order to turn people from their sin 

and lead them to spiritual repentance. 

Many of the kings of Israel and Judah would continue to practice idolatry and would cause Israel and 

Judah to sin. With this, the continued cycle of infighting would occur. The spiritual division created a 

division that lasted for a specific king until the next king took the kingdom either to improve it by 

following the commandments of the LORD or continued to worsen by the practice of idolatry and more

infighting. As seen on the multiple accounts of different kingdoms and different kings, when spiritual 

idolatry set in, the blessings and the peace of the LORD would not stay in that kingdom.

King Jehu was an example of a king who did what the LORD commanded him to do and as a result 

was blessed. While Jehu was not a believer, he did everything that he was told to do by the prophet 

Elijah. He would be anointed king and given instructions by GOD to quickly destroy the foreign idols 

and idolatry in the kingdom. Northern Israel was being guided in a wrong direction, and the judgment 

of the LORD occurred. Through this example, we can see that even though Jehu was not a prophet or 

king that was a believer at the time of the anointing, he quickly sought to do what was right. As such, 

the promise that the LORD made to him would remain. GOD would allow for Jehu to have a kingship 

that would last for four generations. As GOD had told Jehu, four generations of Jehu's lineage would 

remain as kings. 

While Jehu would still commit spiritual idolatry by worshiping idols, he had done the command that 

the LORD had told him to do. If he had been steadfast and worshiped the LORD, the lineage may have 

continued into a greater amount of time. When the LORD sees an individual work for him, the LORD 
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works for the individual. If the individual decides to go to an idol instead of the LORD, the LORD no 

longer would be with that individual as seen in the stories of kings who gave their worship to idols. 

Therefore, the spiritual walk of a person matters. It is from here that an individual chooses to act in a 

specific manner. Jehu trusted in the LORD and his actions were in line with what the LORD had 

decided for him to do. He was able to rise from the position of commander to the position of king. The 

LORD had promoted him to rule beyond the military and into the overall kingdom of northern Israel. 

This shows that we are able to see how the LORD acts when we place our faith in him. 

Similarly, the kings of Judah like Asa and Jehoshaphat demonstrate this same faith in the LORD that 

allowed them to reinforce the kingdom and allowed them to defeat their enemies. Though the smaller 

territory, Judah was better reinforced. Meanwhile, northern Israel was committing sin which did not 

allow for the kingdom to improve. These cycles of idolatry in the Northern Israel would lead to 

destruction and the exile of the people. The people would be defeated by the Medes and would cause 

the inhabitants to be scattered. This would be the exile of Israel in the 722 B.C. We learn that there 

were prophets sent to the northern kingdom to warn them about idolatry causing judgment by GOD. 

We learn that the people were unrepentant and would be defeated by the surrounding nations for their 

wickedness. We learn that the southern kingdom would be able to have a king until the Chaldeans 

captured the people and created an exile in the year 586 B.C. 

This allows us to see that the promises of GOD are real. We learn that the people of Israel in both 

kingdoms were allowed to have kings in their kingdoms according to the promises of GOD to David. 

The promise was conditional on the people accepting the commandments and following the faith in 

GOD. If the people were able to follow the commandments and have faith in GOD and not commit 
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idolatry or sin, they would have a king on the throne. As soon as people decided to forsake GOD, GOD

would judge the people, and they would no longer have a king on the throne. We learn that the northern

kingdom would not forsake idolatry and was defeated by the surrounding nations at an earlier time than

the southern kingdom. This would result in the people of the northern kingdom to be defeated and 

scattered among the nations. This was a consequence to the sin that the people decided to continue even

after prophets like Amos, Micah, and Jonah were sent to preach to the northern kingdom about the need

for repentance from sin.

The people of the southern kingdom would be able to continue faithful to GOD for a longer time but 

still fell to idolatry and practices that were not according to the commandments that GOD had 

instructed them to follow. We learn that the people of the southern kingdom did not follow the 

commandments and began to follow the idolatrous practices of the surrounding nations like the 

northern kingdom. We learn that the prophets of the southern kingdom were also sent to preach 

repentance of sin. We learn that Isaiah preached to the people of the southern kingdom telling them of 

the need to repent of sin. Jeremiah was sent by GOD to preach at a time when the people could have 

stopped sinning and avoided the exile of the Chaldeans. Ezekiel is sent to preach to the people who 

were in Chaldea after the people of the southern kingdom were in exile for the sins they had continued. 

We learn that the promises of GOD are true through the promises given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

We also know that the promises and blessings up to David were fulfilled and completed. We know that 

from David, GOD would be able to allow the people of Israel to have a king on the throne as long as 

they continued to be faithful to GOD and have faith in GOD, practice the commandments, and avoid 

sin. We learn that GOD protected those kingdoms that decided to follow the word of GOD. As soon as 

people did not follow the commandments and practice sin and evil, GOD would punish those nations. 
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We learn that GOD is able to fulfill the promises to King David until the people begin to commit sin. 

We learn that the people did not understand about the promises of GOD and the conditional blessings 

that GOD was given them based on righteousness. We can see that once a kingdom did not remain 

faithful it was scattered and driven to exile seen in the northern kingdom to the Medes and the southern

kingdom to the Chaldeans. Even so, GOD is merciful and brings the people back from the Chaldean 

exile into the land of Israel. 

We learn that after the people are brought back from the exile, they no longer have a reigning king on 

the throne. This is due to the sin of the inhabitants which prevents them from obtaining the blessings of 

GOD. The people had decided to continue to sin even after the Chaldean exile leading to the promises 

of GOD being forsaken by the sin the people were committing. We learn that while prophets were sent 

to teach the people the need for repentance of sin, the people had made sin a way of life. We see this 

through the prophets Malachi when he is sent to preach. We learn that Malachi tells the people to repent

of their sin, but the people argue against Malachi and refuse to listen to GOD. This prevents the people 

from walking with GOD and instead separates them from the blessings and promises of GOD. 

For this reason, Israel and Judah do not have a reigning king after the exiles but have governors that 

serve as intermediaries between the nations and the people of Israel. While governors were allowed to 

exercise control over the region, they needed to follow the rules of the surrounding nations. We learn 

that because of this GOD sends His only Son to save not only Israel, but humanity from the sins of the 

world. Jesus Christ would be the king that would be seated on the throne forever that GOD had 

promised. This would be fulfilled through GOD because the previous promises to the people were 

fulfilled by GOD but not by the people of the northern kingdom or the southern kingdom. GOD decides

to send Jesus Christ to save humanity from sin.
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Timeline of Events

Judges Chosen to Judge Israel – Approximately 1375 B.C.

Samson acts as judge- (Samson lived around 1100 B.C.)

Samuel anointed prophet- (Samuel was born on approximately 1100 B.C.)

King Saul is anointed as king of Israel by Samuel- Approximately 1050 B.C.

King Saul's Reign = Approximately from 1050 or 1030 B.C. - 1010 B.C. (40 or possibly 20 

years possibly)

King David is anointed as king of Israel- Approximately 1010 B.C.

King David's Reign = Approximately from 1010 B.C. - 971 B.C. (39 years- 40 years)

King Solomon anointed as king of Israel – Approximately 971 B.C.

King Solomon's Reign = Approximately from 971 B.C.  - 931 B.C. (40 years)
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Elijah anointed as prophet – Unknown specific time

King Ahab anointed as king of Israel = Approximately 875 or 874 B.C. 

King Ahab Reigns – Approximately from 875 or 874 B.C. to 853 B.C. (22 or 21 years)

Elisha anointed as prophet by Elijah – Uknown specific time

King Jehu anointed by Elisha- Approximately from 841 B.C. 

King Jehu reigns as king of Israel = Approximately from 841 B.C. - 814 or 813 B.C. 

(28 or 27 years)
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Geography of Israel and the Expansion Over the Surrounding Nations

Territory of Israel During King Saul's Reign as King

During the reign of King Saul, Israel was confronted by many people in the surrounding regions. Israel

had neighboring states that looked to get rid of the Israeli inhabitants. Israel would have to fight against

the nations in order to secure its territory and provide peace to the inhabitants. It was a land that was

destined to fight and protect its inheritance by the purpose and grace of GOD. The LORD would be

with them in battle as long as they remained faithful to the LORD. Surrounding Israel at this time were

the Moabites in the Southeast region, Edom further South of the region. 
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The Philistines were Southwest of Israel. The Caananites would be to the west of Israel. To the

Northwest were the Phoenicians. Further north of Israel were the Syrian states. To the East was

Ammon. Throughout time Israel was surrounded by neighboring states that looked to defeat Israel.

Through the grace of the LORD and his strength in battle, Israel was able to defeat the surrounding

states and become a greater unified monarchy under the  authority of the LORD and the reigning three

kings from King Saul, King David, and King Solomon. Having the only option to continue and strive,

Israel was able to thrive against all the enemies it encountered. 
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Territory of Israel During King David's Reign as King

King David was able to increase the territory of Israel through years of conquest and defeating the

surrounding enemies. King David was able to increase the borders and move into surrounding territory

such as parts of Syria: Damascus, Tibhath, Cun, and Berothai. King David with his army was able to

acquire territory in the area of Philistea, Edom, Moab, Amalek, and Ammon. Zobah as well with areas

almost bordering on Hamath. The land of Israel had increased significantly from the time that King

David became king until inheriting the kingdom to King Solomon. 
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Territory of Israel During Solomon's Reign as King

Under the kingdom of King Solomon, Israel was able to expand westward into Philistia. Israel was also

able to expand towards Hamath all the way up to the Euphrates River. These advancements show an

increased Israel territory not seen previously with a tremendous amount of land being possessed by

Israel against long time foes such as the Philistines and Amalekites. GOD had promised that Israel

would be able to take the land of the region and would grow fruitfully. These promises were kept by

GOD and the kings had also been faithful to the purpose of GOD as well. It was at this time of King

Solomon that Israel would have the greatest amount of land available to rule. No other kingdom had

established what Israel had established at the time. 

It would only be after the later years of King Solomon that Israel would then be divided and ruled by

many kings. It was the disobedience of the kings and people that led Israel to be divided. The king

initially and then the people decided to go after other religions and created a division in the state. Israel
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was no longer the unified monarchy under the LORD, but was a fragment with a remnant left over by

the grace of the LORD due to King David's faith and honor to the LORD. Judah would be the remnant

that was chosen to be kept as a reminder of the mercy of the LORD and the faithfulness of David. 
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Territorial Enemies of Israel During the Time of King Saul, King David, and King Solomon 

During King Saul's Time

Philistines- The Philistines were one of the hostile neighboring nations that seeked to attack Israel. 

Israel was able to defend against the Philistines on multiple events. On one specific event, Israel was 

able to defend against the Philistines. While it seemed that the Philistines were strong, Jonathan, King 

Saul's son was able to go behind enemy lines and scatter the Philistines. So great was the confusion 

from the Philistines that they started running towards the camp of Israel. It is stated that King Saul was 

able to defeat the enemies of Israel during his reign. 

“Saul lived for one year and then became king, and when he had reigned for two years over 

Israel, Saul chose three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in Michmash and 

the hill country of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest 

of the people he sent home, every man to his tent. Jonathan defeated the garrison of the 

Philistines that was at Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul blew the trumpet 

throughout all the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear.” And all Israel heard it said that Saul 

had defeated the garrison of the Philistines, and also that Israel had become a stench to the 

Philistines. And the people were called out to join Saul at Gilgal.” - 1 Samuel 13: 1-4
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So great was the strength of Israel that strategy and also specific events began to occur when Israel's 

leaders decided to take action against their enemies. Jonathan showed great bravery by going against 

the enemies' line and struck terror along with the hand of the LORD. 

“And they fell before Jonathan, and his armor-bearer killed them after him. And that first strike,

which Jonathan and his armor-bearer made, killed about twenty men within as it were half a 

furrow's length in an acre of land. And there was a panic in the camp, in the field, and among all

the people. The garrison and even the raiders trembled, the earth quaked, and it became a very 

great panic.”- 1 Samuel 14: 13-15

Ammonites- There was an individual from the Ammonites called Nahash who went to Israel and 

attacked Jabesh-gilead. After attacking Israel, when the inhabitants of the town asked for a treaty, the 

Ammonite told the people in the town that they would get peace only when their right eye was taken 

out. The inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead went to Israel and asked for help. Israel lost heart and felt dejected

until King Saul heard of what had happened and the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him. Quickly, he 

began to have resolve and devise a strategy to galvanize and strengthen his people. He cut up oxen and 

sent them to the inhabitants of Israel and told them that if they did not choose to follow Samuel and 

King Saul, the oxen of the people would also be devoted to slaughter. The people decided to follow 

Samuel and Samuel renewed their strength by promising victory against the Ammonites. The 

Ammonites were defeated by Israel, King Saul, and the hand of the LORD. 

“And the next day Saul put the people in three companies. And they came into the midst of the 

camp in the morning watch and struck down the Ammonites until the heat of the day. And those
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who survived were scattered, so that no two of them were left together.” - 1 Samuel 11: 11

Moab- There is an account in the Scriptures that states that Israel was able to defeat all the enemies on 

its borders including the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zobahites, and Philistines. It is noted that 

the Amalekites were also struck down. King Saul along with Israel was able to defeat their enemies 

through the hand of the LORD. 

“When Saul had taken the kingship over Israel, he fought against all his enemies on every side, 

against Moab, against the Ammonites, against Edom, against the kings of Zobah, and against 

the Philistines. Wherever he turned he routed them. And he did valiantly and struck the 

Amalekites and delivered Israel out of the hands of those who plundered them.” - 1 Samuel 14: 

47-48

Edom- Similar to the Moabites, Israel was able to defeat their enemies all around when King Saul was 

king. 

Zobah- Similar to the Moabites, Israel was able to defeat their enemies all around when King Saul was 

king. 

Amalekites- Similar to the Moabites, Israel was able to defeat their enemies all around when King Saul 

was king. There was a specific occasion when the LORD had told King Saul to devote his enemies the 

Amalekites to destruction including their resources. King Saul would be able to destroy and win the 

battles against the Amalekites. When King Saul was instructed to devote everything from the 

Amalekites territory to destruction, King Saul refused to destroy the king and left the best of the sheep 
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and the oxen. Samuel would later tell King Saul that the LORD was displeased because he did not obey

the command of the LORD. 

“And Samuel said to Saul, 'The LORD sent me to anoint you king over his people Israel; now 

therefore listen to the words of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts, I have noted what 

Amalek did to Israel in opposing them on the way when they came up out of Egypt. Now go 

and strike Amalek and devote to destruction all that they have. Do not spare them, but kill both 

man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.” - 1 Samuel 15: 1-3
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Territorial Enemies of Israel During King David's Time

During the reign of King David, Israel had many nations bordering across multiple regions. Either to

the west, south, north, or east, Israel had to be ready to protect the nation from attack. This was the case

for Israel even before the reign of King David. One difference is that King David and his Israelite army

were able to defeat all the surrounding nations during the reign of King David. There were no other

similar reigns in the sense that Israel was able to conquer and defeat every nation that came against it or

attempted to attack it. With every new victory, the territory of Israel expanded. 

Enemy territory was diminished as Israel took larger amounts of land. It was not only land that Israel

would acquire but resources as well such as gold, silver, livestock, horses, chariots, and any resources

that were taken. Within the ability to conquer, the LORD made sure to make his people understand that

they were not to mix with the surrounding nations as it would only cause them to stray from their faith

in the LORD. It was forbidden to have women from neighboring nations as they would disrupt their

way of life and cause them to sin. Due to the following of these orders, Israel was able to conquer the

territories and gain strength. The small territory that was Israel grew in size to become a larger presence

in the area. 

Philistines

First Battle

The first of the nations surrounding Israel that had a deep resentment against Israel for arriving to take 
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land. The Philistines had been a thorn at the side of Israel for much time including in the time of 

Samson and other leaders. When the Philistines knew about King David becoming king, they 

assembled and attempted to meet against him. David was able to meet them after asking of the LORD 

if he should go against them. The LORD answered him and told him to go against them. King David 

was able to defeat the Philistines at the place called Baal-perazim.  

The importance of the battle was two-fold. It was not only a physical battle but a spiritual battle as 

well. It was a battle to prove the legitimacy of King David as the new king. He fought and defeated his 

foes through the LORD, and after the battle the people left their gods and when King David gave 

command, they idols were burned. 

Second Battle

After the first battle, the Philistines attempted to attack King David again. This time the LORD gave 

King David a strategy to defeat them. King David and his men were able to defeat the Philistines in the 

second battle with the strategy assigned from the LORD. The area in which the Philistines were 

defeated stretched from Gibeon all they way to Gezer.  It is noted that after winning the second battle, 

the LORD sent his fear against the nations around Israel. King David had listened to the LORD, and 

the LORD gave favor to King David to rule Israel. 

Third Battle

After Israel defeated Ammon, Philistia attempted to attack Israel. Philistia was known for having giants

with weapons that were larger than normal. As the giant that King David defeated, so there were other 

giants that were defeated by King David's military men. Philistia was defeated. It is important to note 

that it was King David who initially defeated one of the giants. Now that David is king, his army is able

to defeat multiple giants. This shows that the faith that King David had in the LORD to defeat the giant
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was not at work defeating multiple nations and multiple giants. The men of King David had grown 

strong and were able to conquer many nations while the nations did not know how to battle Israel.

“And after this there arose was with the Phililstines at Gezer. Then Sibbecai the Hushathite 

struck down Sippai, who was one of the descendants of the giants, and the Philistines were 

subdued. And there was again war with the Philistines, and Elhana the son of Jair struck down 

Lahmi the brother of Goliath the Gittite, the shaft of whose spear was like a weaver's beam. And

there was again war at Gath, where there was a man of great stature, who had six fingers on 

each hand and six toes on each foot, twnty-four in number, and he also was descended from 

giants. And when he taunted Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea, David's brother, struck him 

down. These were descended from the giants in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David ad by 

the hand of his servants.” - 1 Chronicle 1-3

Moabites- King David and his men were able to defeat Moab. It is stated that the Moabites became the 

servants of King David and paid tribute. 

Edomites- The Edomites had been defeatead by King David as a passage in 1 Chronicles 18:11 states 

that King David dedicated the gold and silver carried from Edom among many other nations. There is 

also a continuation of the way King David was able to place control points called garrisons in Edom. 

“And Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, killed 18,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt. Then he put 

garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites became David's servants. And the LORD gave victory 

to David wherever he went.” - 1 Chronicles 18: 12-13
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Amalekites- Similar to the Ammonites, King David was able to get their gold and silver after defeating 

them. It is told in the Holy Bible that King David dedicated the gold and silver to the LORD.

Ammonites 

First Battle

Similar to the Amalekites, King David was able to get their gold and silver after defeating them. It is 

told in the Holy Bible that King David dedicated the gold and silver to the LORD.

Second Battle

During a second occurrence, King David had sent messengers to the new Ammonite king. The 

Ammonite king was distrustful of King David and took the messengers and shaved their heads and 

beards as well as tore their clothes. In a sign of distrust, the Ammonite king sent the messengers back to

King David. King David grew displeased with the action of the Ammonite king and decided to prepare 

to attack against the Ammonite king. The Ammonite king knowing that Israel's forces were better 

prepared sent tribute to Syria and asked for help. Israel would fight against the Ammonites and Syrians 

and defeat both parts. The Syrians would flee when they saw the army of Israel. The Ammonites would

be defeated as well and would give tribute to Israel as a sign of peace.

“When the Ammonites saw that they had become a stench to David, Hanun and the Ammonites 

sent 1,000 talents of silver to hire chariots and horsemen from Mesopotamia, from Aram-

maacah, and from Zobah. They hired 32,000 chariots and the king of Maacah with his army, 

who came and encamped before Medeba. And the Ammonites were mustered from their cities 

and came to battle.” - 1 Chronicles 19:6-7
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“So Joab and the people who were with him drew near before the Syrians for battle, and they 

fled before him. And when the Ammonites saw that the Syrians fled, they likewise fled before 

Abishai, Joab's brother, and entered the city. Then Joab came to Jerusalem.” - Chronicles 19:14-

15

Third Battle

The Ammonites were defeated when Joab led out the forces of Israel against the Ammonites. King 

David would take the spoils including a golden crown with a stone, other items, and the Ammonites 

became workers for the kingdom of Israel. 

“In the spring of the year, the time when kings go out to battle, Joab led out the army and 

ravaged the country of the Ammonites and came and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at 

Jerusalem. And Joab struck down Rabbah and overthrew it.” - 1 Chronicles 20:1

Zobahites- King David and his men were able to beat down the millitary of Hadadezer who was king of

Zobah-Hamath, when the leader of the Zobahites attempted to place a statute at the river Euphrates. 

King David was able to defeat the nation and was able to take tribute and spoils as noted in the Holy 

Bible.  

“David also defeated Hadadezer king of Zobah-Hamath, as he went to set up his monument at 

the river Euphrates. And David took from him 1,000 chariots, 7,000 horsemen, and 20,000 foot 

soldiers. And David hamstrung all the chariot horses, but left enough for 100 chariots.” - 1 

Chronicles 18:3-4
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Hamathites- The king of Hamath had been in battle with Hadadezer king of Zobah. After the king of 

Hamath heard what King David had done to Hadadezer, the king of Hamath sent tribute to King David.

“When Tou king of Hamath heard that David had defeated the whole army of Hadadezer, King 

of Zobah, he sent his son Hadoram to King David, to ask about his health and to bless him 

because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him for Hadadezer had often been at war

with Tou. And he sent all sorts of articles of gold, of silver, and of bronze. These also King 

David dedicated to the LORD, together with the silver and gold that he had carried off from all 

the nations, from Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, and Amalek” - 1 Chronicles 

18:9-11

Syrians

First Battle

The Syrians were to the north and were also at times hostile to Israel. It is noted that the Syrians were 

also defeated during battles against Israel. King David was able to defeat the Syrians of Damascus as 

they attempted to help Hadadezer. 

“And when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David struck 

down 22,000 men of the Syrians. Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus, and the 

Syrians became servants to David and brought tribute. And the LORD gave victory to David 

wherever he went.” - 1 Chronicles 18: 5-6
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Second Battle

The Ammonites had sent tribute to the Syrians in order to help them fight King David and Israel. The 

Syrians would go to the Ammonites with a great army but were defeated by Israel and fled. After the 

Syrians were defeated, the Ammonites decided to pay tribute as a sign of peace to Israel. The Syrians 

were also defeated not only during the first battle, but there was a second battle in which the Syrians 

sent messengers and asked for the Syrians beyond the river Euphrates. King David and his men would 

defeat them in battle and lead to the Ammonites asking for a peace. 

“But when the Syrians saw that they had been defeated by Israel, they sent messengers and 

brought out the Syrians who were beyond the Euphrates, with Shophach the commander of the 

army of Hadadezer at their head. And when it was told to David, he gathered all Israel together 

and crossed the Jordan and came to them and drew up his forces against them. And when David

set the battle in array against the Syrians, they fought with him. And the Syrians fled before 

Israel, and David killed of the Syrians the men of 7,000 chariots and 40,000 foot soldiers, and 

put to death also Shophach the commander of their army. And when the servants of Hadadezer 

made peace with David and became subject to him. So the Syrians were not willing to save the 

Ammonites anymore.” - 1 Chronicles 19: 16-19
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Territorial Enemies of Israel During King Solomon's Time

During the time of King Solomon, while there were neighboring regions and countries, there was

relative peace. GOD had promised King Solomon the ability to have peace in the land in order to build

the second temple. While it was interesting to note that King David had wanted to build the temple, it

was King Solomon who would be given the resources and the peace to achieve it. 

There was a great amount of diplomacy that occurred during the time of King Solomon and the

kingdom of Israel. Israel was not engaged in a battle during the time of King Solomon. This could be

due to King Solomon receiving a promise by the LORD indicating that during his reign, Israel would

be at peace and King Solomon would be a king of rest. In contrast to King David, the time that King

Solomon would reign would allow Israel to rest from the battles that it had encountered.

“Then he called for Solomon his son and charged him to build a house for the LORD, the GOD of

Israel. David said to Solomon, 'My son, I had it in my heart to build a house to the name of the LORD

my GOD. But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 'You have shed much blood and have waged

great wars. You have shed much blood and have waged great wars. You shall not build a house to my

name, because you have shed so much blood before me on the earth. Behold, a son shall be born to you

who shall be a man of rest. I will give him rest from all his surrounding enemies. For his name shall be

Solomon, and I will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days. He shall build a house for my name. He

shall be my son, and I will be his father, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel forever.' - 1

Chronicles 22:6-10
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Genealogy of the Three Kings Who Reigned During the Unification of Israel

Genealogy of King Saul

Tribe of Benjamin

Benjamin

Bela

Jeiel

Ner

Kish

Saul

Jonathan Malchi-shua Abinadab Eshbaal
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Genealogy of King David

Tribe of Judah

Er + Tamar

Perez

Hezron

Ram

Amminadab

Nahshon

Salmon

Boaz

Obed

Jesse
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David

Amnon Daniel Absalom Adonijah Shephatiah Shimea Shobab

Nathan Solomon Ibhar Elishama Eliphet Nogah

Nepheg Japhia Elishama Eliada Eliphelet
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Genealogy of King Solomon

Refer to Genealogy of King David

Jesse

David + Bath-Sheeba

Solomon

Rehoboam
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Major Accomplishments as King of Israel

                    

                                                                            King Saul                                                                         

- Defeat of surrounding nations and provide the ability to increase territory

- Establish the beginnings of a monarchy in Israel

-United Israel for a common cause of protection of territory and worship of GOD

                                                                         

 King David

- Unification of territories to Israel

- Defeat of territories adjacent to Israel

- Improvement in peace after conquests and the ability of people to worship

-Return of the City of David or Jerusalem back to Israel

- Placement of the Ark of the Covenant in Jerusalem

- Formed coalition with wise men and counselors for informed decision-making

-Wrote the Psalms which illustrate the ability of individuals to have faith in GOD
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King Solomon

- Construction of the Second Temple

- Increase in territory of Israel with territory extending north

-Increased diplomacy with neighboring territories as well as countries far away

- Increased peace and safety in the kingdom as Israel had increased security from the ability to produce

and construct, industry, diplomacy, knowledge

- Production of knowledge and information written to provide guide for future generations of Israelites

-Wrote Proverbs and Ecclesiastes and Songs of Solomon to give wisdom to future generations of

people of Israel
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Prophets During Each King's Reign and Timeline

Samuel

- Born in 1100 B.C. close to 50 years prior to the time that King Saul would become king. Samuel had

a very interesting beginning that called him to become a prophet of GOD. Samuel was a prophet that

made sure that Israel was not sinning and was keeping the commandments of GOD. Samuel would

experience specific moments when he grieved or was distressed due to the people of Israel as they were

committing sins. One specific moment includes when Samuel wanted Israel to understand that if they

continued worshiping other deities, the Philistines would continue to have victories over them. Tired of

the events that had occurred and the conditions that the Israelites were going through, they paid

attention to Samuel and changed their ways by throwing out their idols and focusing on the worship of

GOD.

- When he was a judge of Israel, he made sure to travel through many different cities in Israel to tell the

people of Israel about following the commandments and turning away from sin.

“Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. And he went on a circuit year by year to Bethel, 

Gilgal, and Mizpah. And he judged Israel in all these places. Then he would return to Ramah, 
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for his home was there, and there also he judged Israel. And he built there an altar to the 

LORD.” - 1 Samuel 7:15-17

- Samuel would prove to be a great prophet who made sure that King Saul had everything to do the

purpose of GOD. Samuel wanted King Saul to be blessed and was greatly distressed when King Saul

acted in ways that were not in accordance to the commandments or the purpose of GOD. There were a

few events that led Samuel to feel distress for what King Saul had done. Samuel attempted to help King

Saul and acted as a messenger to Israel.

- When Samuel was to bid farewell to the people of Israel, he made sure to testify of everything that

GOD had done for Israel. He made sure to state specifically what GOD had done for his people as well

as the sins that the people had committed that had led them to stray from the LORD. In a long and

important passage, Samuel asks the people what wrong he had done against them that he may be able

to repay them. Israel's inhabitants are able to acknowledge that Samuel had done good to Israel. Samuel

states that he continues to pray for Israel because he cares about Israel. He makes sure to leave them a

message that is important for the people to hear.

“And Samuel said to all Israel, 'Behold, O I have obeyed your voice in all that you have said to me and

have made a king over you. And now, behold, the king walks before you, and I am old and gray; and

behold, my sons are with you. I have walked before you from my youth until this day. Here I am;

testify against me before the LORD and before his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose donkey

have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand have I taken a

bribe to blind my eyes with it? Testify against me and I will restore it to you.' They said, 'You have not

defrauded us or oppressed us or taken anything from any man's hand.' And he said to them, ' The
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LORD is witness against you, and his anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything in

my hand.' And they said, 'He is witness.'”- 1 Samuel 12:1-5

“And Samuel said to the people, 'The LORD is witness, who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought

your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. Now therefore stand still that I may plead with you before the

LORD concerning all the righteous deeds of the LORD that he performed for you and for your fathers.

When Jacob went into Egypt and the Egyptians oppressed them, then your fathers cried out to the

LORD and the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them

dwell in this place. But they forgot the LORD their GOD. And he sold them into the hand of Sisera,

commander of the army of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of the king of

Moab. And they fought against them. And they cried out to the LORD and said 'We have sinned,

because we have forsaken the LORD and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. But now deliver us

out of the hand of our enemies, that we may serve you.' And the LORD sent Jerubbaal anad Barak and

Jephthah and Samuel and delivered you out of the hand of your enemies on every side, and you lived in

safety. And when you saw that Nahash the king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to me,

No, but a king shall reign over us,' when the LORD your GOD was your king. And now behold the

king whom you have chosen, for whom you have asked; behold, the LORD has set a king over you. If

you will fear the LORD and serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against the commandment of

the LORD, and if both you and the king who reigns over you will follow the LORD your GOD, it will

be well. But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD, but rebel against the commandment of the

LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be against you and your king. Now therefore stand still and see

this great thing that the LORD will do before your eyes. Is it not wheat harvest today? I will call upon

the LORD, that he may send thunder and rain. And you shall know and see that your wickedness is

great, which you have done in the sight of the LORD, in asking for yourselves a king. So Samuel called
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up the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly feared the

LORD and Samuel.” - 1 Samuel 10: 20-24

And all the people said to Samuel, 'Pray for your servants to the LORD your GOD, that we may not

die, for we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for ourselves a king.' And Samuel said to the

people, ' Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil .Yet do not turn aside from following the LORD,

but serve the LORD with all your heart. And do not turn aside after empty things that cannot profit or

deliver, for they are empty, For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his great name's sake,

because it has pleased the LORD to make you a people for himself. Moreover, as for me, far be it from

me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good

and the right way. Only fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider that

great things he has done for you. But if you still do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and

your king.” - 1 Samuel 12: 19-25
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Nathan

-Nathan is mentioned twice in the books of the Old Testament concerning King David and King

Solomon. It was Nathan that rebuked King David's actions against Uriah. King David had decided to

take Uriah's wife, Bathsheba, as his own wife after he had seen her bathing and had laid with her.

Bathsheba would become pregnant with King David's offspring. Nathan being a prophet of the LORD

was instructed to tell King David what he had done. Nathan tells King David of his actions through a

metaphor. King David gets angry at the meaning of the story and acknowledges that the person who

had done the wrongdoing had committed an error. Nathan tells King David that King David was the

person he was referring to in the story. King David quickly understands and makes sure to repent for

what he had done. 

“And the LORD send Nathan to David. He came to him and said to him, 'There were two men in a

certain city, the one rich and the other poor. The rich man had very many flocks and herds, but the poor

man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up

with him and with his children. It used to eat of his morsel and drink from his cup and lie in his arms,

and it was like a daughter to him. Now there came a traveler to the rich man, and he was unwilling to

take one of his own flock or herd to prepare for the guest who had come to him, but he took the poor

man's lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.' Then David's anger was greatly kindled

against the man, and he said to Nathan, 'As the LORD lives, the man who has done this deserves to die,

and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.' - 2

Samuel 12:1-6

-Nathan, as a prophet of the LORD, goes to King David to tell him the truth and to reveal the sin that
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he had committed. King David being the most powerful man of the kingdom of Israel had committed

sin against Uriah and his wife. The LORD had seen and understood what King David had done. Nathan

was sent as a way to allow King David to know that the LORD knows what King David did. King

David humbles himself after he acknowledges his sin. The LORD pronounces judgment against King

David telling him that war would continue during his kingdom for his iniquity and that his child to

Bathsheba would not survive. The LORD shows mercy through it all because he states that he would

not strike down King David. Both of these judgments would become true. 

“Nathan said to David, 'You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the GOD of Israel, I anointed you king

over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul. And I gave you your master's house and your

master's wives into your arms and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little,

I would add to you as much more. Why have you despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in

his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and have taken his wife to be your

wife and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now therefore the sword shall never depart

from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your

wife.' Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will

take your wives before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in

the sight of the sun. For you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.'” 

-Nathan would also instruct King David on the building of the second temple. King David wanted to

build a second temple to honor the LORD. King David spoke to Nathan concerning the matter to which

Nathan initially tells King David that he could build a second temple. Nathan would receive a message

from Adonai stating that he needed to tell King David that the second temple should not be built

because it would be King David's son, King Solomon who would be building the temple. King David
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understands and makes sure to leave the building of the second temple to his son. 

“But the same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 'Go and tell my servant David, 'Thus says

the LORD: It is not you who will build me a house to dwell in. For I have not lived in a house since the

day I brought up Israel to this day, but I have gone from tent to tent and from dwelling to dwelling. In

all places where I have moved with all Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom

I commanded to shepherd my people, saying, 'Why have you not built me a house of cedar?' Now,

therefore this shall you say to my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the

pasture, from following the sheep, to be prince over my people Israel, and I have been with you

wherever you have gone and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you a

man, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and

will plant them, that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men

shall waste them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel.

And I will subdue all your enemies. Moreover, I declare to you that the LORD will build you a house.

When your days are fulfilled to walk with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, one of

your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for me, and I will establish his

throne forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. I will not take my steadfast love

from him, as I took it from him who was before you, but I will confirm him in my house and in my

kingdom, forever.' In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan

spoke to David.” - 1 Chronicles 17: 1-15

-Having to tell King David the realities of his sin and the pronouncement of judgment was not an easy

task. Prophets were supposed to tell the truth and sometimes preach against individuals who were
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committing sin. As such there was always the possibility of the sin bearer to grow angry against the

prophet. King David understands that the words of Nathan are from the LORD and accepts the words. 

“David said to Nathan, 'I have sinned against the LORD.' And Nathan said to David, 'The LORD also

has put away your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by this deed you have utterly scorned

the LORD, the child who is born to you shall die.' Then Nathan went to his house.” - 2 Samuel 12: 13-

14

Nathan was also present during the reign of King Solomon. Although there are no other mentions of

another prophet during the time of King Solomon. King Solomon may have had counselors who may

have advised him in several different topics or may have offered suggestions, but it seems that King

Solomon only had Nathan as a prophet when he was younger. It could be that since King Solomon had

visions and dreams from the LORD, he did not have a prophet at the time. 

King Solomon had asked the LORD for wisdom and knowledge to rule the people of Israel which

might be the reason there were no prophets when he was older. While prophets play a prominent role in

a kingdom, it is a distinction that there was no prophets spoken of later during the reign of King

Solomon. King Saul had Samuel and King David had Nathan who both attempted to help the king rule

effectively and with the guidance of GOD. Since King Solomon was given wisdom, it was probably

inferred that King Solomon would not need a prophet since King Solomon had wisdom and received

visions and dreams from GOD. 

Regardless, Nathan was able to speak to King David concerning the building of the temple by King
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Solomon which was how the temple was to be built. This allows us to see that Nathan was still able to

work in both the kingdom of David and the kingdom of Solomon. 

Prophets were men who were given the task to speak the truth about GOD and tell the inhabitants of

Israel to pay attention to the commandments of the LORD. Kings would also be subject to the words

that came by prophets because ultimately they belonged to the LORD. Prophets were able to see

visions and dream dreams and know how to interpret and state what GOD had intended for them and

the people. For this reason, it may be that King Solomon did not have a prophet when he was older

because he was able to receive instruction from GOD and initially have the humility to ask only for

what was needed. 
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The References GOD Makes to The Promised Land Based on King David's Psalms

“Sing praises to the LORD, who sites enthroned in Zion!” - Psalms 9: 11

“Be gracious to me, O LORD! See my affliction from those who hate me, O you who lift me up from

the gates of death, that I may recount all your praises, that in the gates of the daughter of Zion I may

rejoice in your salvation.” - Psalm 9: 13-14

“Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion!” - Psalm 14:7

“May he send you help from the sanctuary and give you support from Zion!” - Psalm 20:2

“Blessed is the nation whose GOD is the LORD, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!” -

Psalm 33: 12

“My soul is cast down within me; therefore I remember you from the land of Jordan and of Hermon,

from Mount Mizar.” - Psalm 42: 5
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“Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised in the city of our GOD! His holy mountain, beautiful in

elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in the far north, the city of the great King.” - Psalm

48:1-2

“Let Mount Zion be glad! Let the daughters of Judah rejoice because of your judgments!” - Psalm

48:11

“Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers, consider well her ramparts, go through her

citadels, that you may tell the next generation that this is GOD, our GOD forever and ever. He will

guide us forever.” - Psalm 48: 12

“Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, GOD shines forth.” - Psalm 50:1

“Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build up the walls of Jerusalem; then will you delight in right

sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.” -

Psalm 51: 19

“Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When GOD restores the fortunes of his people,

let Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad.” - Psalm 53: 6

“You, LORD GOD of hosts, are GOD of Israel. Rouse yourself to punish all the nations; spare none of

those who treacherously plot evil.” Selah -Psalm 59: 5
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“Praise is due to you, O GOD, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed.”- Psalm 65: 1

“O GOD, when you went out before your people, when you marched through the wilderness, Selah

the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain, before GOD, the One of Sinai, before GOD, the GOD

of Israel.” - Psalm 68: 7-8

“In Judah GOD is known; his name is great in Israel.” - Psalm 76:1

“He rejected the tent of Joseph; he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, but he chose the tribe of Judah,

Mount Zion, which he loves.” - Psalms 78: 67-68

“He chose David his servant and took him from the sheepfolds; from following the nursing ewes he

brought him to shepherd Jacob his people, Israel his inheritance.” - Psalm 78:70-71

“Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock. You who are enthroned upon the

cherubim, shine forth. Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up your might and come to

save us!” - Psalm 80: 1-2

“On the holy mount stands the city he founded; the LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all the

dwelling places of Jacob.” - Psalm 87:1-2

“And of Zion it shall be said, 'This one and that one were born in her'; for the Most High himself will

establish her.” - Psalm 87:5
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“Zion hears and is glad, and the daughters of Judah rejoice, because of your judgments, O LORD.” -

Psalms 97: 8

“The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the people.” - Psalm 99:2

“Exalt the LORD our GOD, and worship at his holy mountain; for the LORD our GOD is holy!” -

Psalm 99:9

“You will arise and have pity on Zion; it is the time to favor her; the appointed time has come.” - Psalm

102:13

“Let this be recorded for a generation to come, so that a people yet to be created may praise the LORD;

that he looked down from his holy height; from heaven the LORD looked at the earth, to hear the

groans of the prisoners, to set free those who were doomed to die, that they may declare in Zion in the

name of the LORD, and in Jerusalem his praise, when peoples gather together, and kingdoms, to

worship the LORD.” - Psalm 102:18-22

“He is the LORD our GOD; his judgments are in all the earth. He remembers his covenant forever, the

word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, the covenant that he made with Abraham, his

sworn promise to Isaac, which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant,

saying, 'To you I will give the land of Canaan as your portion for an inheritance.'”- Psalm 105:7-11

“And he gave them the lands of the nations, and they took possession of the fruit of the peoples' toil,

that they might keep this statutes and observe his laws. Praise the LORD!” - Psalm 105:44-45



181

“GOD has promised in his holiness:'With exultation I will divide up Shechem and portion out the

Valley of Succoth. Gilead is mine; Manasseh is mine; Ephraim is my helmet, Judah my scepter.” -

Psalm 108: 7-8

“He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his

name!”- Psalm 111: 9

“His offspring will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be blessed.” - 112: 2

“When Israel went out from Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, Judah

became his sanctuary, Israel his dominion.” - Psalm 114: 1

“The LORD has remembered us; he will bless us; he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the

house Aaron; he will bless those who fear the LORD, both the small and the great.” - Psalm 115: 12-13

“All nations surrounded me, in the name of the LORD I cut them off! They surrounded me, surrounded

me on every side; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! They surrounded me like bees; they went

out like a fire among thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them off!” - Psalm 118: 10-13

“I was glad when they said to me, 'Let us go to the house of the LORD!' Our feet have been standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem!” - Psalm 122: 1-2

“Jerusalem- built as a city that is bound firmly together, to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the

LORD, as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the LORD. There thrones for judgment
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were set, the thrones of the house of David.” - Psalm 122: 3-5

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem! 'May they be secure who love! Peace be within your walls and

security within your towers!' For my brothers and companions' sake I will say, 'Peace be within you!'

For the sake of the house of the LORD our GOD, I will seek your good.” - Psalm 122:6-9

“If it had not been the LORD who was on our side- let Israel now say- if it had not been the LORD

who was on our side when people rose up against us, then they would have swallowed us up alive when

their anger was kindled against us; then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have

gone over us; then over us would have gone the raging water. Blessed be the LORD, who has not given

us as prey to their teeth! We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken,

and we have escaped! Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth.” - Psalm 124:

1-8

“Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides forever.” -

Psalm 125: 1

“When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream.” - Psalm 126:1

“The LORD bless you from Zion! May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life!” -

Psalm 128: 3

“May all who hate Zion be put to shame and turned backward!” - Psalm 129: 5
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“For the LORD has chosen Zion; he has desired it for his dwelling place; This is my resting place

forever; here I will dwell, for I have desired it. I will abundantly bless her provisions; I will satisfy her

poor with bread. Her priests I will clothe with salvation, and her saints will shout for joy. There I will

make a horn to sprout for David; I have prepared a lamp for my anointed.” - Psalm 132: 13-17

“It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!” - Psalm 133: 3

“Lift up your hands to the holy place and bless the LORD! May the LORD bless you from Zion he who

made heaven and earth!” - Psalm 134:3

“For the LORD has chosen Jacob for himself, Israel as his own possession.” Psalm 135: 4

“He it was who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, both of man and of beast; who in your midst, O

Egypt, sent signs and wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants; who struck down many nations and

killed mighty kings, Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king of Bashan,  and all the kingdoms of

Canaan, and gave their land as a heritage, a heritage to his people Israel.” - Psalm 135: 8-12

“O house of Israel, bless the LORD! O house of Aaron, bless the LORD! O house of Levi, bless the

LORD! You who fear the LORD, bless the LORD! Blessed be the LORD from Zion, he who dwells in

Jerusalem! Praise the LORD!” - Psalm 135:19-21

“To him who struck down great kings, for his steadfast love endures forever; and killed mighty kings,

for his steadfast love endures forever; Sihon, king of the Amorites, for his steadfast love endures

forever; and Og, king of Bashan, for his steadfast love endures forever; and gave their land as a
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heritage, for his steadfast love endures forever; a heritage to Israel his servant, for his steadfast love

endures forever.” - Psalm 136:17-22

“By the waters of Babylon there we sat down and wept, when we remembered Zion.” - Psalm 137: 1

“The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. He heals the brokenhearted and

binds up their wounds.” - Psalm 147: 2

“Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your GOD, O Zion! For he strengthens the bars of your gates;

he blesses your children within you.” - Psalm 147:12-13

“Let Israel be glad in his Maker; let the children of Zion rejoice in their King!”- Psalm 149: 2

These are only a few verses from Psalms that mention Zion, Jerusalem, and Israel belonging to the

LORD. Through this we are able to see that these territories are specifically named in the Scriptures as

a reminder of the possession that Israel has. 
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Conclusion

Though there is so much more to learn from this infinitely perfect text known as the Scriptures, I hope

the message is quite clear concerning the main themes and topics of this book. The LORD loves you

and cares about you. Whether you are Jewish or a Gentile, you are loved by the LORD. He judges

based on what we have in our minds and hearts and not based on what the world sees. 

I hope you can spend time learning and reading about the LORD as you were created with a purpose

and are greatly loved. While there may be circumstances and situations that appear to be beyond our

control, everything is under the control of the LORD. Therefore, we cannot give in to fear or worry.

Faith is our guide in our walk with the LORD. We must choose to obey His commandments and

receive His blessings in our life as well as the blessings we will receive in the next life as well. 


